
Records of New Jersey Birds

New Jersey Records Committee
Annuol Reporl-1996

by RICHARD CROSSI"EY AND DAVID SIBLEY

'l'
T

ri
9-
o

;
e
5'
t{o
g

tttoccepled records
Western or Clark's Grebe
Aechmophor u s occidentalis or clarkii
Ocean County, Bamegat Inlet, 23 Jan.
1971 fR. Kane et al;1.

Although ClarKs Grebe has neverbeen
recorded in the northeastern states it is a
potential vagtant. Observers encountering
any Western-type gebe should take special

note of bill color and face pattern.

Eared Grebe Podiceps nig'icollis
Hudson County, Liberty State Park,30
Dec. 1995 (*Austad, *f. Hanson).

Anhinga Anhinga anhinga
Monmouth County, Allaire, female or
immature 7 May 1994 (*R. Kane et al.).

Committee members believe that this
species is over-reported in the state, and

that most reports refer to soaring Double-
crested Cormorants. Real Anhingas arequite
unmistakable and descriptions should fo-

cus on overall proportions and shape. The

value of even a very simple sketch cannot

be overestimated.

NJRC-Top row: Richord Kone, Lourie Lorson
Robert BorLer, Poul Buckley; bottom row: Poul

Sibley, Kevin Korlson (obsent, Bill Aoyle).

I n 7996 the New Jersey Records Com-

f mittee underwent many changes in its
f infrastructure with the appointment of
Laurie Larson as secretary and Richard
Crossley as chair. Meetings were held 28

January and28-29 September. In addition
many records were voted on by mail.
Among the numerous decisions made at
these meetings it was decided that the
Records Committee will publish more ma-
terial in Records of Nao lersry Birds relating
to rare birds in New Jersey and associated
topics such as identification, bird topogra-
phy, and improving "write-up" skills.

The committee is currently attempting
to review all old records, with the goals of
creating an official state list and maintain-
ing an archived file with documentation of
all records of rare birds in New |ersey. A
subcommittee, chaired by Rich Kane, was
formedto help speed up thishugetask. The
first subcommittee meeting was held on17
March; and many old records were also
reviewed at the September meeting. Special
thanks go to Tom Halliwell, who did much
of the work of compiling the list of all records
of rare birds in New Jersey.
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(secretory), Greg Honisek, Peter Bocinski,
Lehmon, Richord Crossley (choir), Dovid

The review of old records will hopefully
be largely completed in7997, at which time
a full report will be published detailing
these records. After that time each annual
report will consist primarily of records from
that year. This report details decisions made
in'/.,996 up to and including the committee
meeting on 29-30 September, and covers
records through 1995.

The committee is currently seeking docu-
mentation for all records of rare birds in
New fersey and will vote on records as

information is submitted. If you have any
notes or photos of rare birds, particularly
olderrecords, please forward them to Laurie
Larson, NJRC, 69 Alexander St., Princeton
NJ 08il0.

All records involve a single individual
bird unless otherwise noted. Age and sex of
the bird is given when known but this infor-
mation is not voted on by the committee
and should not be considered part of the
official committee decision. Observers listed
are those who submitted documentation.
(*) indicates that the observer(s) listed dis-
covered the bird.
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White'faced lbis Plegadis chihi
Atlantic County, Brigantine National
Wildlife Refuge, adult on 25 May l99l
(*G. Mahler).

There have been nearly annual records
of this species at Brigantine in recent years
in spring and early summer.

Wood Stork Mycteria americana
Cape May County, Cape May,juvenile
on 11 and 18-19 Nov. 199'4 (5. Finnegan,
P. Lehman, *J. Liguoi, et al.).

Probably the same individual seen in
flight on the 1lth and present in a pond at
Cape May Point on the 18th and 19th.

Greater White-fronted Goose
Anser albifrons
Atlantic County, Brigantine National
Wildlife Retuge, adult 1 Oct. 7993 0.
Usewicz et aI.).

Green-winged Teal (Eurasian)
Anas crecca y'ecca

Atlantic County, Tuckahoe, male 26Mar.
7994 (*1. Hanson et aI.).

Barrow's Goldeneye
Bucephala islandica
Burlington County, Cinnaminson, male
26Dec.7994-72 Mar. 1995 (F. Windfelder
et aI.); Monmouth County, Sandy Hook
and Monmouth Beach,T Jan.-24 Feb. 7995,
male and female on 7Jan. '1,995, one male
thereafter (*P. Bacinski, S. Finnegan, L.
Larson, *R. Kane, et aI.).

Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni
Cape May County, Cape May 3-5 Oct.
7994 (P. Lehman et al.); Cape May juvenile
htermediate morph 14 Nov. 1994 (5.
Finnegan, P. Lehman, et al.).

Greater Prairie Chicken ("Heath
Hen") Tympanuchus cupido cupido
Ocean County, last report about 1867,
(Stone "Bird Studies at Old Cape May"
report submitted by Ward Dasey).

Formerly common in the barrens of
Ocean and Burlington Counties, this spe-
cies was "almost certainly exterminated"
by 1,870. Nevertheless New Jersey main-
tained a hunting season until at least 1884.

Corn Crake Crex crex
Cape May County, Dennisville, 11 Nov.
1905 (Hand).

This bird was shot by a quail hunter
when it flushed out of corn stubble. There
are very few North American records since
7920, paralleling a population decline in
Europe.

Sandhill Crane
Grus canadensis
Cape May County,
Cape May,14 ]un. 1991
(*J. Herder).

This is an unusual
date; most records are
between October and
April.

Eurasian Woodcock
Scolopax rusticola
Cape May County,
Goshen, 2-9 Jan.1956
(*D. Coman et al.)

This bird was seen
several times during its
stay, flushed by
Coman's dog and was
seen by numerous ob-
servers. Earlier reports
include one specimen at
a New York City game
market on 6 Dec. 1859

said to have been shot
near Shrewsbury, and
two in a Philadelphia
market Sep. 1889 said to
have been shot in New
Jersey.

Long-tailed Jaeger
Stercorarius
Iongicaudus
Cape May County, Cape May, juvenile 4
Sep. 1989 (*D. Sibley).

This bird circled the pond in the South
Cape May Meadows and flew northeast
towards Cape May Harbor. (Sketch above).

Franklin's Gull l-arus pipixcan
Cape May County, Cape May,11 Sep.

1993 (*T. Leukering et al.); Cape May,
second-winter or adult 20 Sep. 80, (*D.
Sibley). (Sketch p. 96).

Sabine's Gull Xema sabini
Cape May County, Cape May, 21, Aug.
1989 (-J. Tobias).

Arctic Tern Sta'na paradisaea
Cape May County, Cape May,juvenile 13

Sep. 1987 (*P. Holt).
There are few fall records of this species

for the Atlantic coast south of MasJachu-
setts, and juveniles are particularly scarce.
This maybe the only record of a juvenile in
New Jersey.

Sooty Tern Sterna fuscata
Monmouth County, Shark River Inlet, 6

9ep.7979 2 adults, 1 juvenile (*L. Bevier,
*R. Kane).

There were at least nine reported Sooty
Terns on this date in New jersey as a result
of Tropical Storm David.

Three-toed Woodpecker
Picoides tridactylus
Bergen County, West Englewood,5 Feb.

1918 male $ohnston).
This record was accepted by Cruikshank

(1942, Birds Around Neut York\, but not ac-

cepted by Griscom (7923, Birds of the Neat

York City Region) and Bull (79&, Birds of the

Nrzu York Area). The only reason given for
non acceptanceby those authors is the great
rarity of the species and the lack of a speci-
men. The committee feels that the descrip-
tion is adequate and voted to accept the
record.

"Western" (Cordilleran or Pacific
Slope) Flycatcher
Empidonax difficilis or E. rccidcntalis
Atlantic County, Brigantine National
Wildlife Retuge 16 Nov. 1981 (.D. Sibley,
R. Maurer).

This species pair has been recorded sev-
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eral times in the East. This is the only New
Jersey record. As with any vagrant
Empidonax, voice is a very important char-
acter. This individual was giving the high
" seet" call characteristic of the "Western"
Flycatcher group.

Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya
Cape May County, Cape May, 1 Oct. 1995

(*Georgiadis, Krom).
Present briefly at Higbee Beach during

early aftemoon, and seen and photographed
only by two lucky observers.

Ash-throated Flycatcher
Ivly inr chu s c i n er a sce n s

Cape May County, Cape May,22 Nov.
1993 (R. Crossley et al.); Cape May,28
Nov. 1995 (R. Crossley et al.).

Gray Kingbird Tyrannus dominicensis
Cape May County, Cape May, 18 Sep.

1988 (*M. Fritz et aL).

This is the third accepted state record, all
in September. Three olderrecords still await
review.

Scissor'tailed Flycatcher
Tyrannus forficatus
Atlantic County, Brigantine National
Wildlife Refuge, 13 May 1995 (*4.
McGeehan et al.\.

Found by one team during the World
Series of Birding missed by all others.
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C-ave Swallow Hirundo fulaa
Cape May County, Cape May, 20 Nov.
1993 (.D. Sibley et al.\.

The fourth accepted state record (the
ninth individual), all from Cape May. The
origin of these birds, North-Mexican or
Caribbean, remains a mystery. It is possible
that both Wpes have occurred in New jer-
sey but the identification of these subspe-
cies groups in the field is frustratingly diffi-
cult. During recent Novembers Cave Swal-
low has occurred at Cape May more fre-
quently than Cliff Swallow, but there are

still very few records elsewhere on the At-
lantic Coast.

Boreal Chickadee Parus hudsonicus
Passaic County, West Milfor4 1 Feb. 1981

(D. Sibley et aI.).
At least two individuals present for

weeks before and after this date. There were
other records as well during the winter of
1980-1981 in northern New fersey.

Northern Wheatear
Oenanthe oenanthe
Cape May County, North Wildwood, 6-8

Oct.1995 (S. Finnegan, P. Lehman, S.

Kery et al.)

Mrthern Wheoteor (Greenlond roce), N.
Wildwood, l0/95.

Mountain Bluebi r d S ialin currucoide s

Cape May County, Cape May, female 12

Nov. 1988 (*D. Sibley et al.).
This bird was seen at Higbee Beach with

migrating Eastern Bluebirds.

Townsend's Solitaire
Myadestes townsendi
Sussex County, Sunrise Mountain, 15

Nov. 1987 (L. Larson et aI.'1.

Black-throated Gray Warbler
Dendroica nig'escens
Cape May County, Cape May,21 Sep.

1988 male (*P. Holt, -D. Sibley).

Swainson's Warbler
Limnothlyp is sw a in son i i

Cape May County, Cape May, 17 Apr.-30

Iun. 1994 (R. Crossley et al.).
This record possibly involved more than

one individual. A singing Swainson's War-
blerwas first discovered at the south end of
Higbee Beach 17-18 Apt., then at Cape May
Point about 23-30 Apt, and finally at the

north end of Higbee Beach early MaY

through June.

Western Tanager Piranga ludouiciana
Cape May County, Cape May, adult male

29 9ep.1980 (*D. Sibley).

Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus
melanocephalus
Morris County, Morris Plains, Oct. 1995

(Reimer).
Present at a feeder for about two weeks

but exact dates unknown.

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris
Cape May County, Cape May, probably
first-year male2l-26 Nov. 1994 (R.

Crossley, P. Lehman, et al.).
This bird proved to be very difficult to

locate and moved widely between different
fields at Higbee Beach during its stay.

Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus
Cape May County, Cape May, female 1

Dec.1994-31 Mar. 1995 Csibley et aI.).

Recently split, this species should be

watched for at feeders in winter.
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Swoinson's Worbler, Cope Moy, 4/95.

Spotted Towhee, Cop" lvloy Point, | /95.
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Pointed Bunting, Higbee Beoch, 11/94.

"Gambel's" White-crowned Spar-
row Zonotrichia leucophry s gambelii
Cape May County, Cape May, 24 Apr.
1982 (*Sibley).

Most adults of this subspecies are readily
identifiable (see Dunn et aI. 1,995, Birding
27 :182-200) although intergrades between
gambelii and the eastern subspecies
leucophrys may be just as likely to occur
here. This may prove to be a rare but regular
migrant in the state.

Smith's Longspur Calcarius pictus
Ocean County, Island Beach State Park,
18-24 Oct. 1995 (*Mahler et aI.\.

Smith's Longspur, lslond Beoch, 10/95.

***nol occepied:
Votes represent the OPINION of the com-

mittee members based on the documenta-
tion submitted with the record. In very few
cases is the committee convinced that a bird
was misidentified. Non-acceptance usually
indicates that the documentation was not
considered sufficient to eliminate similar
appearing species.

Eurasian Kestrel F alco tinnunculus

Bergen County, Overpeck Park" 29 Sep.
7995; Somenset County, Chimney Roch
6-7 Oct.1995.

The committee was concerned by the
brevity of observation and thought that
neither of these reports included the detail
necessary to substantiate a species with
only a handful of North American records.
Several members raised the possibility that
Lesser Kestrel could occur here, either as a

vagrant or as an escape. Identification of
these two species is extremely difficult.

Great Skua Catharacta skua
Hudson Canyon,30 May 7987; Hudson
Canyon May 7977.

These two records are still under review,
and the committee has agreed that the pho-
tos represent a species other than South
Polar Skua, and thus a new species for the
state list. The main pointof contention which
has prevented acceptance of Great Skua is
the slim chance that some form of Antarctic
Skua (C. antarctrcus) could occur here.Iden-
tification criteria for these species are still
very uncertain, and the photographs avail-
able from New fersey are not readily iden-
tifiable on current knowledge. There is no
doubt that Great Skua occurs (probably
annually November-March) in New |ersey,
but thespecies isremoved fromthe statelist
until these records can be resolved or until
an unequivocal record is submitted.

California Gull l-arus californicus
Atlantic County, Brigantine National
Wildlife Retuge 3-jun.-93.

Written details generally support the
identification but were thought to be too
brief for acceptance of a first state record
involving such a difficult-to-identify spe-
cies. Observers should bear in mind that
different species require different levels of
documentation. Whereas a few lines will
suffice to describe a White Pelican, an iden-
tification as complex as California Gull re-
quires a lengthy and detailed description
(and perhaps photographs) to positively
eliminate all similar appearing species.

Sprague's Pipit Anthus spragueii
Atlantic County, Brigantine National
Wildlife Retuge 10 May'1,959.

Although reported by several experi-
enced observers, no details for this record
could be found. Thus the species is removed
from the official state list.

"Plumbeous" Solitary Vireo
V h'eo solitarius plumbeus
Cape May County, Cape May 8-Oct.-83.

This bird was studied by an experienced
observer and a number of field-trip partici-
pants. The committee's concerns rested on
the brief view and brief description, which
did not adequately address the similarity of
some Appalachian Solitary Vireos to the
Rocky Mountain race, or the possibility of
axanthic (lacking yellow) eastern Solitary
Vireo (one reported specimen). Neverthe-
less thereare a handful of eastern recordsof
Plumbeous Solitary Vireos, and it could
occur in New Jersey. An adequate descrip-
tion would have to note details of bill size
and wing and tail pattern, which help to
distinguish this form from eastern Solitary
Vireos.

Cassin's Sparrow Aimophila cassini
Cape May County, Cape May 30 Sep.

1984.
This bird was studied by several careful

and experienced observersbut the commit-
tee was troubled by the very brief observa-
tion and certain details of plumage and
behavior, and ultimately voted not to ac-

cept the record. There is currently one ac-

cepted staterecord, a specimen from Island
Beach, Ocean County, 22Sep.1961,.

Western Meadowlark
Sturnella neglecta
Somerset County, Blawenburg 4 Jul.
1961,.

The committee was able to contact one of
the observert an experienced and reliable
birder who made a careful identification
which he has never doubted, but appar-
ently no notes were written at the time of
the sighting. Committee members thought
that this species could not be accepted based
solely on the assurances of the observer.
While the committee generally does not
hold pre-1976records to the same standard
as more recent ones, in this case the record
represents a first for the state, and it was
agreed that no species should be placed on
the state list without tangible proof. When
such proof is forthcoming this record may
be reconsidered. At this time, however,
Western Meadowlark is removed from the
official state list.

Bullock's Oriole Ictqus bullocki
Cape May County, Cape May 11 Nov.
1989.

This species has proven to be much more
difficult to identify in fall and winter than
previously thought, and sight records of
drab female-plumaged birds are unlikely
to be accepted. There is currently no ac-

cepted state record of this species.
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t**Origin uncerlqin
The identification of these species is not

in doubt. Species are placed in this cat-
egory, rather than on the official state list,
when a majority of committee members
believe that there is sufficient doubt that
their occurrence was the result of natural
vagrancy. The committee is currently de-
bating what level of uncertainty is accept-
able.

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
Four New Jersey reports. This species

does casually reach North America natu-
rally (one banded bird shot in Newfound-
land). Others, however, have escaped from
captivity and some of those birds may ac-
company wild geese and adopt a normal
annual pattern of migration. Distinguish-
ing these feral birds from true vagrants is in
most cases impossible, and there may never
be an unequivocal New jersey record.

Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus
10 Nov.95, Montclair, (Greenstone) Ori-

gin questionable. There is little chance that

this species could occur in NewJersey natu-
rally, although vagrant records in the cen-
tral Plains states are increasing.

Black-billed Magpie Pica pica
About sixteen New Jersey reports, none

submitted yet. This species is known to
wander eastwards in fall and winter and
there are a number of records in over east-
ern North America. Some of these records
refer to known escapes, others seem more
likely to be of genuine wanderers. The com-
mittee decided to place the species here
pending a review of New |ersey and other
northeastern records.

Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus
The one New Jersey record of this spe-

cies was well-photographed. It is a plau-
sible candidate for natural occurrence in
the state, coming from either Siberia or
Europe. Small finchesare popularcagebirds
so extralimital records are almost always
suspecg in addition there was apparently a

large illegal trade in finches during the
early 1980's in the New York area.

"'Tobled gull reporrs
Included here are reports of large gulls

that are so difficult to identify that no docu-
mentation short of close-up photographs
will suffice, or species for which the identi-
fication criteria are uncertain or evolving.

Thayer/s Gull l-arus thayni
Cape May County, West Cape May ?3

Apr.82.
This species is an extremely complex

identification problem. It undoubtedly oc-
curs in New Jersey but observers reporting
Thayer's Gull in the state should submit
detailed descriptions and goodquality pho-
tos of the bird perched and in flight. Any
lesser documentation is unlikely to be ac-

cepted. Nevertheless such reports do have
value and observers who are confident of
their identification should always submit a

description regardless of the likelihood of
that report being accepted. All reports are
archived in the rarebirds file and are avail-
able for review by interested researchers, or
for reconsideration by the committee if new
information becomes available. There is

presently no accepted state record of this
species.

FfEtD NOTES Region | (continued from page 93)

three young in Washington, Warren Cty.
(BM); multiple pairs around Ringoes; and 6
more reported in Hunterdon on the NJBBA.

Ring-necked Pheasants were found in
Alexandria Twp. Aug. 19 gD and Wantage
Twp.June 1 0H, LA). Ruffed Grouse were
reported at scattered locations for the
NJBBA, while Wild Turkeys continue to
turn up just about everywhere. One re-
gional observer wonders if turkeys and
grouse compete for food, to the smaller
birds' loss. N. Bobwhite was found at
Allamuchy |une 15 (TH), a good find for
this regionally scarce species.

The King Rail discovered at Black River
WMA in May was heard again f une 3 (DH),
and two birds were found there June 9 (RK
fideDH). A Virginia Rail answered a tape
at Green Pond fune 15 (DB), while 4-5 were
at Black River WMA fune 3. Soras sang
through fune in Berkshire Valley and at
Tranquility (TH), and 3 were at Black River
WMA June 3 (DH). Common Moorhens
were noted at Mt. Hope Lk. in fune (TH),
and several were seen at Grass Pond, Green
Twp.June 15 (DB).

The only migrant shorebird reported
was, aptly enough, a Solitary Sandpiper at
Alexandria Township August 11 (JD. Spot-
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ted Sandpipers were presumed breeding
at Trinca Airport June 16, and were at
Lambertvilleall summer,with 12 seen there
August 4 (R&BJ). About 2 pairs worth of
Upland Sandpipers were at Linvale infung
although quantifying this bird when the
hay is tall is difficult. Four woodcock were
found at Whittingham |une 16 (DB).

A Great Black-backed Gull found its
way to Lake Musconetcong Aug.25 (DH).
Two Forste/s Terns at Mt. Hope LakeJune
18 were surprising (TH).

Black-billed and Yellow-billed Cuck-
oos garnered four reports apiece, not in-
cluding Atlas records. The 2 E. Screech
Owls calling at Machover's near Milford
from July 28-Aug. 3, but not before or after,
demonstrate this species' erratic uninduced
calling and/or dispersing young birds.
What is going on with Com. Nighthawk?
The only reports were typical Aug. mi-
grants at Lambertville Aug. 25 (R&B| and
Columbia Aug. 30 (B&TiH). Several Whip-
poor-wills were calling near Catfish Pond
in the DWGNRA June 8, 15 &24, and? were
flushed at Crater Lake June 29 (B&TiH).
Ruby-throated Hummingbird reports
spanned the region, with reports from High
Point to Stockton (JM).Up to five visited a

Knowlton feeder (DB).
An adult Red-headed Woodpecker ate

sunflowers at a Knowlton feeder July 11

(DB). The nesting Red-headeds reported
near Pittstown for the spring season were
still active there in June, and another was
present through June on the Sourland
Mountain in E. Amwell T*p. Are Red-
headed Woodpeckers still nesting in any
north Jersey beaver ponds? No reports were
received. Hairy Woodpeckers are worth
noting the only report received was of a
bird resident in Alexandria Twp. (JJ).

Olive-sided Flycatchers were north-
boundfune 1 in Wantage Twp. (JH, LA) and
southbound Aug. 27 and 28 (2 birds) in
Stokes St. Forest (FT), typical dates both.
Acadian Flycatchers included a singinglate
migrant in Holland Twp.June 5 (BM) and a

used nest over the S. Branch R. River in
Long Vall ey July 2l,with a singing bird still
nearby (DH).Alder and Willow Flycatch-
ers received about equal shrift in the sum-
mer reports, clearly not an indication of
theirrelative status. Alders were noted sing-
ing near Lackawanna June 23 and July 2

(TH), and2 were in fields nearDingman's
Bridge |une 8 (FT). The much more com-
mon Willow was noted at Wantage fune 1


