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The New Jersey Bird Records Committee (hereafter 
“NJBRC” or “the Committee”) held meetings on 11 
October 2009 at Cape May and 18 April 2010 at 
Sandy Hook. Eighty-nine reports were considered 
and voted. There were no additions to the New Jersey 
state list in 2009-2010, so the grand total of the New 
Jersey State List remains 465 species as of March 
2010. The current State List is available at 
<http://www.njbrc.net/slist.html> and the current 
NJBRC Review List can be found at 
<http://www.njbrc.net/rlist.html >. 
 
Voting NJBRC members during the period covered 
by this report were Scott Barnes, Bill Boyle, Tom 
Boyle, Joe Burgiel, Vince Elia, Bob Fogg, Don 
Freiday, Paul Guris, Jennifer Hanson, Matt Sharp, 
and Jim Zamos. Vince Elia served as Committee 
Chair and Bill Boyle continues as Secretary. Mike 
Fritz joins the NJBRC in 2009-2010, while Richard 
Veit rejoins the Committee after a year’s sabbatical. 
Vince Elia and Paul Guris now rotate off the 
Committee. Bob Fogg is the new Committee Chair. 
 
All reports should be sent to <report@njbrc.net>, or 
via snail mail to Bill Boyle, Secretary, NJBRC, 14 
Crown Dr., Warren, NJ 07059. In addition, the 
NJBRC website can now be found at 
<http://www.njbrc.net/ >. 
 
The Committee gratefully acknowledges assistance 
and advice received during the past year from Paul 
Lehman and Richard Veit. 
 
The NJBRC would also like to thank all the observers 
who submitted documentation during the past year. 
The Committee would have an impossible job 
without the support of these birders. Although 
“digiscoping” has made the documentation of many 
rarities easier, there is still an important place for 
field notes; good notes can strengthen the case made 
by photos of less-than-stellar quality. 
 

Field notes can also make the case for rare birds that 
are recorded only as brief mentions on the Internet. If 
you see a Review List bird and post a report to an e-
mail list, please take a little extra time and submit a 
description to the NJBRC as well. Although the 
identification of rarities with no supporting details is 
often correct it cannot be accepted as part of the 
historical record, which relies on supporting evidence 
that can be consulted by researchers many years in 
the future. Even a brief description, or a sketch by an 
avowed non-artist, can be enough to support an 
observation well enough to add it to the official 
record. 
 
The format used to present data is standardized. 
Records are grouped by Committee actions, with 
Accepted records listed first, followed by reports that 
the Committee did not accept (identification was not 
sufficiently supported by the documentation 
supplied), and then a group for records treated 
specially. Within each group, records are presented in 
phylogenetic order (according to the A.O.U. Check-
list, 7th edition and supplements). For each species, 
the English and scientific names are given, followed 
by the current total of accepted state records. The 
record(s) considered by the Committee are then 
listed, arranged by date. For each record entry, the 
internal NJBRC index number is given, followed by 
date, location, and county. If the report involved 
more than one individual, the number of birds is 
given following the location; all records involve a 
single bird unless otherwise noted. Then, for accepted 
records, data on finders and documenters are given. 
The finder’s name, if known, is listed first, followed 
by a semicolon and the names of the other observers 
who submitted some form of documentation to the 
Committee (in alphabetical order), accompanied by 
symbols: “*” indicates that written documentation 
was submitted; “ph” denotes a photo or videotape. 
Following these data, comments are provided to 
explain important or interesting aspects of the 
records. 



 
Other abbreviations used: Co. = County; NJAS = 
New Jersey Audubon Society; NWR = National 
Wildlife Refuge; Res. = Reservoir; SP = State Park; 
Twp. = Township; WMA = Wildlife Management 
Area. 
 
ACCEPTED RECORDS 
 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna 
autumnalis (3) 
• 2010-043. 26 May 2009. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. 4 birds. F. West, B. Fogg *(ph), K. Lukens 
(ph). 

 
Only the third occurrence of the species in New 
Jersey, this flock of four birds was present for just 
one afternoon. This species has been undergoing a 
major population growth and range expansion and 
extralimital sightings are becoming frequent 
throughout the upper Midwest, the Northeast, and 
southern Canada. Additional records can be expected 
in the future. An individual at Cape May in July was 
considered to be of uncertain provenance due to the 
lack of a hind claw on either foot (see Provence 
Uncertain section). 

This flock of Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks visited a private 
pond in Cape May for just one afternoon, 26 May. Photo/Bob 
Fogg 
 
"Black" Brant Branta bernicla nigricans (Since 
1996) (20) 
• 2010-012. 24 Jan 2009. Deal, Monmouth Co. S. 

Barnes, L. Mack (ph), R. Fanning.  
• 2010-019. 28 Feb 2009. South Amboy, 

Middlesex Co. R. Duffy* (ph). Wintering bird. 
• 2010-048. 13 May 2009. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. T. Boyle*, R. Fanning. 
• 2010-092. 19 Dec 2009. South Amboy, 

Middlesex Co. R. Duffy*(ph). 
 
Middlesex and Monmouth counties continue to be the 
hot spots for finding this vagrant western subspecies, 
perhaps because the large flocks of Brant that feed on 
grassy lawns are easier to sort through for the darker 
back and belly and thicker white neck collar that 
distinguish it. The South Amboy bird is believed to 
be the same individual that has wintered in that area 
for several years. 
 
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis (14) 
• 2010-015. 19-22 Feb 2009. Linden, Union Co. C. 

Miles*(ph), L. Mack (ph), S. Barnes 
• 2010-078. 20 Oct 2009 - 7 Feb 2010. Califon, 

Hunterdon Co. A. Rennie, B. Rennie; B. Boyle, 
B. Keim, et al. 

 
As the western Greenland population of this species 
continues to grow, individuals are being found with 
increasing regularity throughout the northeastern 
states and eastern Canada. Because Barnacle Goose 
is still a commonly kept domestic species, however, 
each report is still subject to scrutiny. The Califon 
bird returned for its third winter, but the presence of 
two Canada Goose x Barnacle Goose hybrids in the 
flock causes some concern about its provenance. 
 
Barrow’s Goldeneye Bucephela islandica (20) 
• 2010-014. 7-10 Feb 2009. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. T. Boyle*(ph). 
 
Separation of female Barrow's and Common 
Goldeneyes can be tricky, especially at a distance, as 
female Commons may rarely show nearly or 
completely yellow-orange bills. Barrow's is best 
distinguished by its puffy, sloping head, steep 
forehead, and stubby, triangular bill. This female was 
well-photographed. 

 
Female 
Barrow's 
Goldeneye 
(upper 
right) with 
Common 
Goldeneyes, 
Sandy Hook, 
7 February 
2009. Photo/ 
Tom Boyle 



Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica (19) 
• 2010-016. 9 Feb – 8 Mar 2009. Deal to Shark 

River, Monmouth Co. S. Barnes*, L. Mack, J. 
Cinquina*. 

• 2010-082. 23 Oct 2009. Merrill Creek Reservoir, 
Warren Co. T. Vouglas*(ph). 

• 2010-088. 11 Nov 2009. Merrill Creek Reservoir, 
Warren Co. C. Aquila, S. Lane*. 

• 2010-089. 2 Nov 2009. Avalon, Cape May Co. D. 
Gochfeld* 

 
This species has been reported almost annually in 
recent years. Separation of winter Pacific Loons from 
small Common Loons and even distant Red-throated 
Loons can be difficult, so thorough documentation, 
preferably including a sketch or photographs is 
desired. The Pacific Loon (or loons) seen along the 
Monmouth County shore is most recent winters may 
represent a returning individual. The two sightings 
from Merrill Creek Reservoir are considered to 
represent a single bird. 
 
Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis (55) 
• 2010-003. 31 Dec 2008 – 12 Jan 2009. Barnegat, 

Ocean Co. P. Eschman (ph), J. Feenstra, A. 
Tongas (ph), T. Reed (ph), J. Gilbert. 

• 2010-004. 6 Jan – 4 Mar 2009. Round Valley 
Reservoir, Hunterdon Co. T. Vouglas*, B. 
Claussen*, H. Eskin (ph), R. Kane*. 

• 2010-007. 18-19 Jan 2009. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. B. Fogg*(ph), K. Lukens*(ph). 

• 2010-010. 18 Jan 2009. Barnegat Light, Ocean 
Co. R. Wolfert*(ph), R. Dreyling, J. Pacholek. 

• 2010-018. 28 Feb – 13 Mar 2009. Keyport, 
Middlesex Co. S. Barnes, R. Duffy (ph), T. 
Anderson (ph), D. Morley (ph). 

• 2010-033. 6 May 2009. Bayonne, Hudson Co., 
M. Iliff*(ph). 

• 2010-050. 16 Sep 2008. Forsythe NWR, Atlantic 
Co., H. Eskin (ph). 

 
Eared Grebes have been reported with increasing 
frequency in recent years and have been found 
annually since 2002, but 2009 was a banner year for 
the species. Although confusion with molting Horned 
Grebes is a problem in late winter, all of these 
records were well-documented by photographs, 
including the one in breeding plumage at Bayonne. 
 
Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis (21) 
• 2010-011. 23 Jan – 15 Mar 2009. Monmouth Co. 

A. Tongas, T. Smith (ph), T. Boyle*, F. Weber*, 
N. Traylor*. 

• 2010-030. 14-22 Apr 2009. South Amboy, 
Middlesex Co. T. Boyle*(ph), S. Walker*.  

• 2010-084. 15 Nov 2009 – 10 Apr 2010. South 
Amboy, Middlesex Co. P. Belardo*, P. Jeffrey, T. 
Boyle*(ph). 

 
The photographs of this increasingly reported species 
rule out its close congener Clark's Grebe, which has 
not yet been recorded in New Jersey. The two records 
from South Amboy are believe to represent the same 
individual that has wintered in the Staten Island, New 
York - South Amboy area since at least 2004. 
 
White-faced Storm-Petrel Pelagodroma marina (8) 
• 2010-061. 15 Sep 2009. 45 miles southeast of 

Cape May, Cape May Co. M. Fritz*, E. Sigda 
(ph). 

• 2010-062. 19 Aug 2009. 95 miles east of Cape 
May. H. Goyert*.  

 
Pelagic trips in late summer in recent years have 
indicated that White-faced Storm-Petrel is a rare, but 
probably regular transient far offshore. The 
September bird was unusually close to land, but was 
beautifully photographed. 

White-faced Storm-Petrel, 45 miles southeast of Cape May, 15 
September 2009. Photo/Ed Sigda 

 
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga (14) 
 
• 2010-046. 27 Jun - 2 Jul 2009. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. K. Lukens*; B. Fogg*(ph), T. Leukering 
(ph), M. O'Brien. 

 
Many reports of Anhinga are misidentified 
cormorants, which also soar at great heights. This 



individual, an adult male, was seen on several 
occasions over a six-day period and photographed 
well enough to be conclusively identified. 
 
White Ibis Eudocimus albus (Since 1996) (22) 
• 2010-036. 19-24 May 2009. Great Swamp NWR, 

Morris Co. J. Halsey, J. Gilbert*(ph), K. Mihiel, 
M. Newlon*, R. Duffy (ph). 

• 2010-049. 28 Jun – 3 Jul 2009. Cape May, Cape 
May Co. K. Lukens*(ph), B. Fogg*(ph), B. 
Boyle*. 

 
One or two White Ibis are recorded in the state 
almost annually, but the majority of reports are of 
immature birds in their mottled plumage. Both of 
these individuals were adults and were well-
photographed. 

This adult White Ibis frequented the Cape May Migratory Bird 
Refuge for six days, 28 June - 3 July, 2009. Photo/Karl Lukens 
 
 
White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi (39) 
• 2010-028. 3 May 2009. Beaver Swamp WMA, 

Cape May Co. T. Reed*. 
• 2010-038. 17 May 2009. Forsythe NWR, Atlantic 

Co. S. Barnes*, L. Mack (ph). 
• 2010-044. 29-30 May 2009. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. B. Fogg*(ph), K. Lukens*(ph). 
 
White-faced Ibis in now an annual visitor to New 
Jersey in small numbers. Almost all records are of 
adult birds in spring or early summer, when they are 
most readily identified. The possibility that they may 
pair with Glossy Ibis to nest could produce hybrid 
birds that may be difficult to identify with certainty. 
 
 

Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja (3) 
• 2010-056. 18 Jul – 25 Oct 2009. Forsythe NWR, 

Atlantic Co. S. Zirlin*, L. Zirlin*, E. Reuter (ph). 
 
Like New Jersey's second Roseate Spoonbill in 2007, 
this individual arrived in mid-July and remained for 
months. It was part of a major dispersal of the species 
that reached from the southeastern states to 
Delaware, New Jersey, Ontario, Indiana, and Illinois. 

New Jersey's third Roseate Spoonbill was part of an 
unprecedented influx of the species into the Northeast and 
Midwest. Photo/ Eric Reuter 
 
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus (82) 
• 2010-024. 27 Apr 2009. Cumberland Co. M. 

Rosengarten*, E. Parnum. 
• 2010-027a. 13 Apr 2009. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. J. Guerard, M. O’Brien*, L. Zemaitis. 
• 2010-027b. 23-24 Apr 2009. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. M. Garland*. 
• 2010-027c. 5-8 Mar 2009. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. T. Reed, M. O’Brien (ph), K. Lukens (ph). 
• 2010-041. 11 May 2009. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. Three birds. D. Freiday*, P. Dunne, K. 
Lukens (ph). 

• 2010-063. 26 Aug – 1 Sep 2009. Walkill NWR, 
Sussex Co. K. Witkowski*, A. Boyd*, J. 
Workman*, D. Blinder (ph), J. Burgiel.  

 
The continuing increase in reports of this striking and 
readily identifiable species is reflected in this year's 
summary, including an unprecedented three birds in 
the air together. Record 2010-027c is considered to 



include one of the three birds in 2010-041. For the 
second year in a row, a late season individual was 
observed in Sussex County, this one remaining for 
seven days to the delight of numerous birders. 
 
Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni (Since 1996) 
(32) 
•  2010-095. 7 Nov – 4 Dec 2009. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. M. O’Brien (ph), K. Lukens (ph).  
 
Unlike some of the southern strays, records of this 
western raptor have become less frequent in the past 
few years. Most vagrant Swainson’s Hawks are 
present for only a day or two, but this immature spent 
almost a month at Cape May. 
 
Yellow Rail Coturnicops noveboracensis (36) 
• 2010-051. 18-26 Apr 2009. Turkey Point, 

Cumberland Co. Minimum 2 birds. H. 
Tomlinson*, T. Young, F. Winfelder, S. Glynn*. 

• 2010-052. 20-28 Apr 2008. Turkey Point, 
Cumberland Co. Up to 6 birds. M. Britt*, P. 
Bacinski*.  

 
Numerous reports in recent years suggest that Yellow 
Rail is a rare, but probably regular, visitor to the 
Delaware Bay marshes of Cape May and Cumberland 
counties during spring migration. All reports are 
those of calling birds and, although they may be 
present for several days, they are not heard every 
night. Additional field work might find them present 
in similar habitat on the Atlantic side. 
 
Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica (63) 
• 2010-080. 21 Oct 2009. Forsythe NWR, Atlantic 

Co. J. Zahner*. 
 
One or two of these elusive vagrants from the 
Southeast are found in New Jersey almost every year. 
This individual, an adult, was seen just once at the 
Brigantine Unit of Forsythe NWR. 
 
Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus (Since 
1996) (5) 
• 2010-053. 8 May 2009. Forsythe NWR, Atlantic 

Co.Co. M. Iliff*(ph), J. Gerbracht. 
 
This distinctive Eurasian form of the Whimbrel has 
occurred just four times since it was added to the 
Review List, although there are at least ten other 
records prior to 1996. We have not distinguished 

which of the three similar subspecies are involved, 
but the western nominate form, N. p. phaeopus, is the 
most likely. 

The Eurasian subspecies of 
Whimbrel all show a 
prominent white on the lower 
back, clearly visible on this 
individual, seen at Forsythe 
NWR, 8 May. Photo/Marshall 
Iliff 
 
 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea (Since 1996) 
(25) 
• 2010-031. 10-23 May 2009. Heislerville, 

Cumberland Co. Male. H. Tomlinson (ph), T. 
Reed (ph), K. Lukens*(ph), A. Laquidara (ph), C. 
Krilowicz (ph). 

• 2010-032. 10-20 May 2009. Heislerville, 
Cumberland Co. Female. H. Tomlinson, K. 
Lukens*(ph), A. Laquidara (ph), C. Krilowicz 
(ph). 

 
Heislerville continues to be the hotspot for this 
Eurasian vagrant and some of the reports probably 
represent returning individuals. All recent (since 
2006) records have been in the spring. 
 
Franklin’s Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan (23) 
• 2010-067. 31 Aug 2009. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. B. Fogg (ph). 
 
Although this species was recorded almost annually 
from 1995 to 2005, this was the first documented 
report in several years. This individual, like most of 
New Jersey's records an adult, was present for only a 
few minutes at Cape May, but was well-
photographed. 

When perched, Franklin’s Gull can be distinguished from 
Laughing Gull by the smaller bill and much more prominent 
white crescents around the eye. In adults, such as this bird 
present on the beach at Cape May Point, 31 August 2009, the 
black and white pattern to the wing tips is also diagnostic. 
Photo/Bob Fogg 



 
Thayer’s Gull Larus thayeri (11) 
• 2010-035. 29 Apr 2009. South Amboy, 

Middlesex Co. T. Boyle*(ph). 
 
There have been ten previous accepted records of this 
difficult-to-identify species in the state, but this is the 
first since 2001. Unlike most gulls, this one is most 
distinctive in its first winter (first cycle) plumage. 
Nevertheless, the similarity to many darker Iceland 
Gulls and paler Herring Gulls makes the 
identification a challenge. Based on the excellent 
series of photographs, the consensus of expert 
opinion was that it is Thayer's Gull. 
 
Sabine’s Gull Xema sabina (18) 
• 2010-077a. 11 Oct 2009. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. S. Galick, D. Freiday*. 
 
Oddly, almost all of the 18 records of this highly 
pelagic species have been from land. This adult was 
seen flying and sitting on the water off Cape May 
Point by many observers conducting a "big sit" on the 
hawk watch platform. 
 
Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea (4) 
• 2010-085. 27 Nov – 11 Dec 2009. Cape May, 

Cape May Co. J Dowdell, K. Lukens*(ph), K. 
Karlson (ph), B. Fogg (ph), M. Fritz. 

 
New Jersey's fourth Ivory Gull, the first in modern 
times to remain for more than a few hours, was 
present in Cape May Harbor for two weeks, attracting 
birders from all over the eastern part of the country. 
Like most individuals of its kind, it was quite tame 
and put on a great show for the many observers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Firs- cycle Ivory Gull, Cape May Harbor, 30 November 2009. 
Photo/Karl Lukens 
 
 

Common Murre Uria aalge (23) 
• 2010-017. 8 Feb 2009. 8-20 miles off Monmouth 

Co. Ten birds. P. Guris*, T. Reed*(ph), M. 
Gustafson (ph), D. Larsen (ph). 

 
Rarely recorded prior to the late 1980s, Common 
Murres became more regular in New Jersey waters 
beginning in 1987.  Since then through 2008 there 
were 14 more or less equally spaced records, all of 
just single birds with only two exceptions (one plus 
and two).  This record of ten individuals is thus 
without precedent.  This species has been increasing 
dramatically off Massachusetts and in the New York 
Bight beginning in 2000.  Perhaps we are starting to 
see this phenomenon now carrying into New Jersey.  
Observed at various distances up to about 200 yards, 
several individuals were photographed and all at least 
reasonably well described.  
 
Thick-billed Murre Uria lomvia (Since 1996) (11) 
• 2010-009. 19 Jan 2009. Monmouth Beach, 

Monmouth Co. S. Barnes*, L. Mack. 
 
Occurring more commonly near shore than Common 
Murre, Thick-billed Murre is recorded in New Jersey 
more frequently, though typically in small numbers.  
This species exploded in 2005 with nine individuals 
scattered along the north shore, and in 2008 with ten 
at Cape May.  Unlike the preceding species, this one 
has not shown any recent dramatic increase 
immediately to our north. 
 
Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto (16) 
• 2010-037. 15 May 2009. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. T. Reed*. 
 
Occurring annually since 2005 with up to five 
records in a single year, this species provided us with 
only a single record this year.  While it is now quite 
common in many parts of central United States, it 
remains uncommon to rare along the eastern 
seaboard.  Nevertheless, with 13 of the 16 records 
occurring in the past five years, it definitely has 
shown an increase in the state. 
 
Common Ground-Dove Columbina passerina (3) 
• 2010-075. 6 Oct 2009. Stone Harbor, Cape May 

Co. C. Sutton, P. O’Rourke, D. Moore (ph), B. 
Abrams, J. Boudreau. 

 
This is New Jersey’s third accepted record of this 



small dove, the first being collected in 1858.  All 
three have occurred between early September and 
November, but this is the first to be seen by more 
than one observer and the first to be photographed.  
About the size of a large sparrow, Common Ground-
Dove is locally-common to common in various arid, 
early-successional open woodlands and shrub or 
scrub areas from southern United States to Ecuador 
and northern Brazil. 
 

Only the third Common Ground-Dove to be recorded in New 
Jersey and the first to be documented by photograph, this 
individual was seen by just five observers during its brief visit to 
Nummy Island, near Stone Harbor, 6 October 2009. 
Photo/Derek Moore 
 
Selasphorus Hummingbird Selasphorus sp. (3) 
• 2010-076. 30 Sep – 3 Oct 2009. Cape May Court 

House, Cape May Co. C. Allen, S. Armstrong 
(ph). 

 
Based only upon the available photographs, this bird 
was identified only to its genus.  As is typical of most 
Selasphorus hummingbirds which occur in New 
Jersey, particularly Rufous and Allen’s Humming-
birds, identification usually requires in-hand 
measurements. 
 
Say’s Phoebe Sayornis saya (16) 
• 2010-026. 30 Apr – 1 May 2009. Cape May, 

Cape May Co. M. O’Brien (ph), K. Lukens*(ph). 
 
With only five records before the end of 1977 and no 
others until the 1990s when there were three, this 
record is the eighth in the past decade, making Say’s 
Phoebe another review-list species which has become 
much more common recently.  This is the second 
record for spring.  Thirteen of the previous records 
were from fall, and the fifteenth from winter.  Except 

for the one winter record, all, including this one, were 
present for only one or two days. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The second Say’s Phoebe found in New Jersey in spring, this 
cooperative bird was well-photographed during its two-day stay 
in Cape May, 30 April – 1 May 2010. Photo/Michael O’Brien 
 
Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinarescens 
(44) 
• 2010-081. 26-30 Oct 2009. Thompson Park, 

Monmouth Co. W. Malmid*, S. Malmid*, T. 
Anderson (ph), F. Weber. 

• 2010-091. 9 Dec 2009. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. T. Boyle* 

 
With 16 New Jersey records in the past five years 
alone, and not having missed a year since 1994, this 
species can now be regarded as rare but regular.  Yet 
prior to 1994 there were only six recorded, and prior 
to 1985 none – another example of the now many 
review-species which have recently become 
considerably more common. 
  
Gray Kingbird Tyrannus dominicensis (12) 
• 2010-055. 4 July 2009. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

M. O’Brien (ph), V. Elia, B. Boyle*, L. Zemaitis, 
K. Thompson. 

 
This is the fifth record of Gray Kingbird in the past 
five years, whereas there were only seven in the 
entire twentieth century.  As has been typical of this 
species, this individual remained only briefly.  This is 
the first to have occurred in summer.  All previous 
New Jersey records were from May, September, or 
October; and, with two exceptions, all have been at 
coastal locations.  
 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus (45) 
• 2010-047. 1 Jun 2009. Roselle, Union Co. C. 

Miles, B. Boyle (ph), H. Burk, K. Burk. 



• 2010-070. 15 Sep 2009. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. T. Reed*, S. Rodan. 

 
The first of these two records was supported by 
excellent photographs.  The second was supported by 
a written description that, though brief, was 
considered adequate for this distinctive species which 
is easily identified when seen well.  Both individuals 
were apparently females or immature males.  Most 
New Jersey records are from spring with only about 
20% from fall. 
  
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus (Since 
1996) (7) 
• 2010-066. 31 Aug – 3 Sep 2009. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. B. Bassett, M. O’Brien (ph), K. 
Lukens*(ph), B. Fogg (ph). 

 
Loggerhead Shrike has suffered a severe decline in 
north-eastern United Sates and is considered 
endangered that region.  The species is also declining 
in most of its remaining US range in the south and 
west.  Formerly an uncommon migrant and just 
possibly a rare breeder in New Jersey, this species 
has been virtually extirpated here.  Most often seen 
from mid-August through September, it also occurred 
as a spring migrant and a winter visitor.  That this is 
the fourth record in the past five years is welcome 
news, but perhaps insufficient for optimism. 
 
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe (22) 
• 2010-071. 14-17 Sep 2008. DeKorte Park, Bergen 

Co. P. Clark, J. Wright, B. Filemyr*(ph), J. 
Workman*, C. Takacs (ph). 

 
Following the first state record of Northern Wheatear 
in 1951 and a hiatus of 19 years to the second, the 
species has been fairly regular, appearing here about 
once every two years.  As with all but one of the 
previous records, this individual came in fall. The 
record was supported by excellent photographs. 

 
This immature 
Northern 
Wheatear was 
seen by many 
observers during 
its four-day visit 
to DeKorte Park,  
14-17 r 2009. 
Photo/Bert 
Filemyr 
 
 

Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides (3) 
• 2010-093. 27 Dec 2009. Mercer County Park, 

Mercer Co. B. Merritt*. 
 
As for any bird as rare in the state as Mountain 
Bluebird, the committee deliberated long and hard 
over this record.  The behavior was correct and the 
description acceptable, though no mention was made 
of the long-winged aspect of this species, and the 
amount of vocalization by this individual, especially 
in winter, was uncharacteristic.  Both previous 
records of this western species were from the 1980s 
and both were from November. 
 
Townsend's Solitaire Myadestes townsendi (10) 
• 2010-073. 5 Oct 2009. Merrill Creek Reservoir, 

Warren Co. T. Vouglas*. 
 
Though this is the fourth record of Townsend’s 
Solitaire in the past three years, this species has been 
recorded in New Jersey only six times prior to 2007.  
Those populations breeding north of the Canadian 
border migrate long distances while the US breeders 
are primarily altitudinal migrants.  This one is the 
ninth fall record.  The tenth individual was dis-
covered in early winter and remained into the spring. 
 
Sage Thrasher Oreoscoptes montanus (4) 
• 2010-079. 20-21 Oct 2009. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. Trailside Birding Group, S. 
Barnes, P. Bacinski, T. Boyle (ph), B. 
Filemyr*(ph), B. Boyle*, M. Newlon*. J. 
Hanson*, T. Anderson (ph),  m.obs. 

 
This small thrasher breeds strictly in sagebrush  

 

This Sage Thrasher at Sandy Hook, 20-21 October 2009, was 
amazingly cooperative for a usually shy species. Photo/Tom 
Boyle  



habitat mostly in the Rocky Mountains and 
westward.  The three previous records were widely 
scattered from 1949 to 2004.  All four records are 
from coastal locations.  Three were in fall in one in 
spring.  This immature individual was fairly 
cooperative for the two days on which it was present, 
and was seen and photographed by many observers. 
 
Bohemian Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus (16) 
• 2010-013. 2 Feb – 7 Apr 2009. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. T. Boyle*(ph). 
 
Typically occurring as part of particularly large 
instances of the more regular eruptions in northern 
New England and New York, Bohemian Waxwings 
visit the state about twice a decade, in some years 
with multiple individuals at multiple locations.  As 
such they are in most cases winter visitors, and about 
half the time remain for extended periods. They are 
often found together with Cedar Waxwings.  The 
current record is of a single individual. 
 
Green-tailed Towhee Pipilo chlorurus (7) 
• 2010-001. 1 Jan – 10 May 2009. Collingswood, 

Camden Co. J. & P. McDevit*, K. Lukens*(ph), 
T. Reed*, T. Johnson (ph), mob. 

 
The first Green-tailed Towhee in New Jersey since 
1985, this individual was welcomed by many birders.  
As with five of the six preceding records, it remained 
through the winter.  The sixth, first found in March, 
may also have done so.  Typical of the species, this 
bird emerged infrequently to feed, requiring patience 
from its observers; but was nevertheless stunningly 
photographed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green-tailed Towhee in Collingswood, Camden County, 5 
January 2009. Photo/Howard Eskin 
 
 

Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculates (6) 
• 2010-086. 26 Nov 2009 – 30 Apr 2010. Palmyra 

Cove Nature Center. M. Jewell*, D. Larsen, B. 
Filemyr*(ph), H. Eskin (ph), J. Maccornack (ph), 
T. Young, mob. 

 
Of the six widely spaced Spotted Towhees recorded 
in New Jersey since the first in 1952, all have been 
present in winter though one on March 19 barely 
made it.  The current individual, an immature female, 
was the second of its species to have remained until 
spring.  Populations from the interior US are long-
distance migrants, especially the race arcticus which 
travels farthest and reaches the east as a vagrant. 

This long-staying female Spotted Towhee at Palmyra Cove 
Nature Park, 26 November 2009 – 30 April 2010, was probably 
seen by more Eastern birders than any other individual of its 
kind. Photo/Brian Hart 
 
Le Conte's Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii (29) 
• 2010-083. 26 Oct – 3 Nov 2009. Overpeck Park, 

Bergen Co. A. Egan*, J. Crusco*, J. Workman*, 
F. Pfeiffer (ph), J. Zamos*, mob. 

 
Unrecorded from the state in only three years since 
1990, Le Conte’s Sparrow has proven to be very 
regular.  This is the second record from Overpeck 
Park.  And while this location is not far inland, it 
differs from most of the others; about two thirds of 
the state’s records are coastal.  The dates are typical; 
about 80% of New Jersey’s records are from the fall.   
 
Harris’s Sparrow Zonotrichia querula (18) 
• 2010-022. 20-23 Apr 2009. Ringoes, Hunterdon 

Co. P. Petropoulos*(ph). 
 
Following the first record in 1935, there was a 31 
year hiatus with none.  However, since the mid-1960s 
Harris’s Sparrows have visited the state about four 
times per decade.  All previous records have been 
from winter; and, except for two hold-overs from that 
season, this is the first in spring.  As with most 
previous records, this one was at an inland location. 



 

More cooperative than most New Jersey Le Conte’s Sparrows, 
this individual was present for a week at Overpeck Park, 26 
October – 3 November 2009. Photo/Fred Pfeiffer 
 
Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana (39) 
• 2010-020. 11-18 Apr 2009. Plainfield, Union Co. 

H. Hoffman, L. Federico (ph), B. Boyle*(ph), H. 
Burk, P. Belardo*(ph). 

• 2010-074. 5 Oct 2009. Liberty St. Park, Hudson 
Co. S. Lane*. 

• 2010-095. 6-18 Mar 2009. Locust, Monmouth 
Co. J. Lewis (ph), P. Bacinski, S. Barnes, L. 
Mack. 

 
Western Tanager was sparsely recorded in New 
Jersey from its first occurrence in 1938 through the 
1960s, and has averaged about two records for every 
three years through 2004.  However, the past five 
years have yielded a total of 12.  As with nearly all 
previous records, these three came in the interval 
from September through May. 
 
Painted Bunting Passerina ciris (36) 
• 2010-029. 5 May 2009. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. Female. M.  Garland*. 
• 2010-087. 9-15 Nov 2009. Huber Woods County 

Park, Monmouth Co. S. Skinner (ph). 
• 2010-094. 29 Oct 2009. Absecon, Atlantic Co. 

Male. J. Meyers (ph). 
 
Also showing a recent increase, with only eight 
scattered records from 1958 into the early 1990s, and 
15 in the next decade, Painted Bunting has provided 
New Jersey with 13 records in the past six years.  The 
Absecon record is considered to be a returning bird. 
Together with Western Tanager, this species thus 
joins a not insignificant group of others which have 
exhibited similar recent increases in occurrence.  

Also as with the Western Tanager, all records but one 
of this species came in the interval from September 
through May. 
 
 
NOT ACCEPTED 
 
Brown Booby Sula leucogaster 
• 2010-066. 28 Aug 2009. Barnegat Light, Ocean 

Co.  
 
This bird was seen at a distance of several hundred 
yards during inclement weather. While it is certainly 
possible to correctly identify birds under those 
conditions, it can also lead to less than stellar views. 
The obvious contender for confusion with all Brown 
Booby sightings is immature Northern Gannet, and 
the best descriptions would rule that species out. The 
description did not clearly rule out that species, by 
either mentioning ID features more indicative of 
Gannet (e.g., mottled wings) or by failing to mention 
features that would rule in Brown Booby (e.g., size, 
lack of white “U” on rump).   
 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
• 2010-054. 9-10 May 2009. Forsythe NWR, 

Atlantic Co.  
 
One might say that Little Egret is “overdue” in New 
Jersey, but clearly the state’s first record of this 
species would require more in-depth documentation 
than was provided in this case. For two species as 
similar in appearance as Snowy and Little Egrets it 
would be best to have either a) photos from several 
angles or b) an exhaustive description or descriptions, 
preferably from multiple observers.  
 
Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni (Since 1996) 
• 2010-068. 31 Aug 2009. Great Swamp NWR, 

Morris Co.  
 
This bird spawned a spirited debate among the 
committee members. This often happens for non-
photo submissions wherein the written 
documentation/description provided is “borderline”. 
Some felt that the stated ID feature were “soft”, 
indicating the possibility of this species but not ruling 
out other raptors. This report might well have been 
correct, but in the end, some of the committee 
members felt that the description did not adequately 
rule out other Buteo species.    



 
Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis 
• 2010-069. 4 Sep 2009. Liberty St. Park, Hudson 

Co. 
 
Often, if you’re reading this section, there will be a 
common thread among the birds listed here. Many 
are single-observer, non-photo sightings with 
descriptions that leave room for doubt. And that is 
where we start with this report. Foremost, the date for 
this sighting (4 Sep) is late for a fully breeding 
plumaged Red-necked Stint. There should have been 
some molt evident, and that should have caused some 
confusion with Little Stint (which was not 
addressed). There are some features addressed that 
are suggestive of Red-necked Stint, but in the end 
there wasn’t substantial enough evidence for what is 
a very rare bird.  

 
Thayer’s Gull Larus thayeri 
• 2010-002. 3 Jan 2009. Florence, Burlington Co. 
 
Here is a situation where the only documentation 
received was a single photo. There are a couple 
lessons to be learned from this case. 1) Even with a 
submitted photo, there should be further written 
documentation to support the sighting… especially 
when there’s only one photo, and 2) A single photo 
may not show enough details for inclusion on the 
state list. Thayer’s Gull is a very difficult ID 
problem, with possible confusion with Herring Gull, 
and possible hybrids. In this case, the single photo 
was inconclusive.  
 
Sabine’s Gull Xema sabina 
• 2010-077. 12 Oct 2009. Cape May Point, Cape 

May Co. 
 
Although an individual of this species was seen at 
Cape May Point on the preceding day, the 
documentation received for this report did not 
convincingly describe a Sabine’s Gull. 
 
Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
• 2010-059. 18 Aug 2009. DeKorte Park, Bergen 

Co. 
 
This Eurasian Collared Dove is another case of a 
single photo comprising the only documentation, as 
there was no accompanying description. The 
committee was split on whether or not there was 

enough to be seen in the photo to warrant inclusion 
on the state’s list. The bird was very pale and 
appeared to have whitish under-tail coverts, which 
was enough to dissuade some, while others thought it 
fell within the parameters of Collared-Dove.   
 
Gila Woodpecker Melanerpes uropygialis 
• 2010-023. 19 Apr 2009. Passaic Park, Passaic Co. 
 
This desert species is sedentary and has shown no 
vagrancy pattern. Therefore, a meticulous description 
would be required for acceptance (which was not the 
case here), and even then questions of origin would 
have to be satisfied.  
 
Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinarescens 
• 2010-057. 4 Aug 2009. Forsythe NWR, Atlantic 

Co. 
 
Ash-throated Flycatchers are fairly regular vagrants 
to the east in general, and to New Jersey in particular. 
However, the 4 Aug date is well early of the normal 
late fall arrival of this species in the east. In addition, 
the widely distributed look-alike, Great Crested 
Flycatcher, is still present in large numbers in New 
Jersey in early August. The description did not 
adequately rule out the latter species.    
 
Yellow-green Vireo Vireo flavoviridis 
• 2010-090. 10 Oct 2009. Farmingdale, Monmouth 

Co. 
 
Once again we are presented with a report that falls 
into a similar category of some of the previous 
reports: single-observer, non-photo sightings with 
descriptions that leave room for doubt. Given the 
extreme rarity of this species anywhere in the 
northeast, either photos or multiple meticulous 
descriptions would be a prerequisite for 
consideration. Unfortunately, while the description 
was fairly well done, it wasn’t conclusive, and the 
committee decided not to add this report to the state’s 
list.   
 
Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler Dendroica 
coronata auduboni  
• 2010-039a. 12 May 2009. Princeton, Mercer Co. 
• 2010-039b. 7 May 2009. Princeton, Mercer Co. 
 
When a report is submitted to the committee, and the 
observer is not totally certain of the identification, it 



is difficult to add that report to the state’s list. In this 
instance, it seems fairly certain that an “interesting” 
bird was encountered, one that may or may not have 
been Audubon’s Warbler. However, there was too 
much doubt left as to the possibility of an intergrade 
for inclusion on the state list. 
 
Swainson’s Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii 
• 2010-042. 23 May 2009. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. 
• 2010-045. 28 May 2009. Hamilton, Mercer Co. 
 
These two Swainson’s Warbler reports were 
problematic for the same reason in that the birds were 
heard, but never seen. Describing sound is infinitely 
more difficult than a visual description. It is certainly 
possible, maybe even probable, that both of these 
reports are correct. However the committee decided 
not to accept either on the voice-only submission.  
 
Painted Bunting Passerina ciris 
• 2010-025. 29 Apr 2009. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. 
 
This report is likely correct as the observer is 
experienced and the bird in question is regular north 
of its normal range. However, the submitted details 
were simply too scant for acceptance. This is a good 
time to remind those that are submitting details on 
“review list” species to take a few extra minutes to 
write out a thorough description.         
 
Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 
• 2010-021. 19 Apr 2009. Pittstown, Hunterdon 

Co.  
 
The description for this report did not rule out most 
of the other possible blackbirds. Also, the location, 
behavior, and habitat did not mesh well for Brewer’s 
Blackbirds which, in New Jersey, are typically seen 
feeding or walking on bare ground, especially in 
cattle pens. In summation, once again, a non-photo, 
single observer report needs to contain enough details 
so as to convince the committee that the species 
should be added to the list of accepted records. This 
report did not accomplish that 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PROVENANCE UNCERTAIN 
 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna 
autumnalis (3) 
 
• 2010-058. 25 Jul 2009. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

B. Fogg *(ph), D. Freiday (ph), M. O'Brien. 
 
This individual was present for just one day, but was 
well photographed at close range. The fact that it was 
missing the hind claw on each foot suggests that it 
may have escaped from captivity. Photographs of the 
flock of four on 26 May did not show the feet, but the 
committee felt that the coincidence of their 
appearance with that of individuals or flocks in 
nearby states argued for wild origin (see Accepted 
Records). 
 
. 


