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The New Jersey Bird Records Committee (hereafter 
“NJBRC” or “the Committee”) held meetings on 17 
October 2010 at Cape May and 17 April 2011 at 
Plainsboro. Seventy-five reports were considered and 
voted. There were no additions to the New Jersey 
state list in 2010, so the grand total of the New Jersey 
State List remains 465 species as of March 2011. The 
current State List is available at 
<http://www.njbrc.net/slist.html> and the current 
NJBRC Review List can be found at 
<http://www.njbrc.net/rlist.html >. 
 
Voting NJBRC members during the period covered 
by this report were Scott Barnes, Bill Boyle, Tom 
Boyle, Joe Burgiel, Vince Elia, Bob Fogg, Mike 
Fritz, Don Freiday, Paul Guris, Jennifer Hanson, Matt 
Sharp, Dick Veit, and Jim Zamos. Bob Fogg served 
as Committee Chair and Bill Boyle continues as 
Secretary. 
 
All reports should be sent to <report@njbrc.net>, or 
via snail mail to Bill Boyle, Secretary, NJBRC, 14 
Crown Dr., Warren, NJ 07059. In addition, the 
NJBRC website can now be found at 
<http://www.njbrc.net/ >. 
 
The NJBRC would also like to thank all the observers 
who submitted documentation during the past year. 
The Committee would have an impossible job 
without the support of these birders. Although 
“digiscoping” has made the documentation of many 
rarities easier, there is still an important place for 
field notes; good notes can strengthen the case made 
by photos of less-than-stellar quality. 
 
Field notes can also make the case for rare birds that 
are recorded only as brief mentions on the Internet. If 
you see a Review List bird and post a report to an e-
mail list, please take a little extra time and submit a 
description to the NJBRC as well. Although the 
identification of rarities with no supporting details is 
often correct it cannot be accepted as part of the 
historical record, which relies on supporting evidence 
that can be consulted by researchers many years in 
the future. Even a brief description, or a sketch by an 

avowed non-artist, can be enough to support an 
observation well enough to add it to the official 
record. 
 
The format used to present data is standardized. 
Records are grouped by Committee actions, with 
Accepted records listed first, followed by reports that 
the Committee did not accept (identification was not 
sufficiently supported by the documentation 
supplied), and then a group for records treated 
specially. Within each group, records are presented in 
phylogenetic order (according to the A.O.U. Check-
list, 7th edition and supplements). For each species, 
the English and scientific names are given, followed 
by the current total of accepted state records. The 
record(s) considered by the Committee are then 
listed, arranged by date. For each record entry, the 
internal NJBRC index number is given, followed by 
date, location, and county. If the report involved 
more than one individual, the number of birds is 
given following the location; all records involve a 
single bird unless otherwise noted. Then, for accepted 
records, data on finders and documenters are given. 
The finder’s name, if known, is listed first, followed 
by a semicolon and the names of the other observers 
who submitted some form of documentation to the 
Committee (in alphabetical order), accompanied by 
symbols: “*” indicates that written documentation 
was submitted; “ph” denotes a photo or videotape. 
Following these data, comments are provided to 
explain important or interesting aspects of the 
records. 
 
Other abbreviations used: Co. = County; NJAS = 
New Jersey Audubon Society; NWR = National 
Wildlife Refuge; Res. = Reservoir; SP = State Park; 
Twp. = Township; WMA = Wildlife Management 
Area. 
 



ACCEPTED RECORDS 
 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna 
autumnalis (5) 
• 18 July – 19 September 2010. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. 3-4. K Horn; K. Lukens* (ph), S. 
Galick, T. Johnson, H. Eskin, m.obs. 

• 11 – 12 August 2010. Sea Girt, Monmouth Co. 1. 
N. Hayduk, T. Loveland; D. Temple* (ph), M. 
Tracy-Dolobowsky (ph). 

 
Prior to last year, there were only 2 accepted records 
of this species in the state (one of those being a fly-
by).  After a group of 4 birds showed up in Cape May 
last spring, a lone individual was seen on occasion 
later that summer.  As predicted in our last Annual 
Report, we now have more birds showing up in the 
state.  Another group of 3-4 birds were seen 
sporadically around Cape May Point over the course 
of the summer and another bird was present for at 
least 2 days in mid-August in Monmouth County.  
Records of this species are occurring more frequently 
in the northeast. 

 

 This trio of Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks spent two months at 
Cape May Point and were joined by a fourth before departing in 
mid-September. Photo/Karl Lukens 
 
"Gray-bellied" Brant Branta bernicla ssp. (1) 
• 2011-033 25 April 2010. Long Branch, 

Monmouth Co. 1. T. Boyle* (ph). 
 
This Brant was photographed in April in Monmouth 
County with a flock of “Atlantic Brant”.  Little is 
known about this potential subspecies of Brant.  It 
tends to be an intermediate form between “Atlantic” 
Brant and “Black-bellied” Brant nesting in the arctic.  
Any potential records are worth documenting. 

 
 
"Black" Brant Branta bernicla nigricans (Since 
1996) (23) 
• 2011-007a 5 March 2010. Silver Lake, Belmar, 

Monmouth Co. 1. T. Loveland (ph). 
• 2011-007b 28 March 2010. Lake Como, 

Monmouth Co. 1. S. Barnes* (ph), L. Mack (ph). 
• 2011-075 22 November 2010. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. 1. T. Anderson* (ph). 
 
This subspecies of Brant breeds in the Arctic of 
western North America and eastern Russia and 
winters on the west coast.  Every year, a few 
individuals are seen in flocks with “Atlantic” Brant.  
The most frequent reports come from Monmouth 
County as these records demonstrate.    Identification 
can be tricky as there can be a lot of variation in 
“Atlantic” Brant plumages.  There should be almost 
no contrasting line between the neck and the belly. 
 
 
Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica (21) 
• 2011-002 2 January – 1 March 2010. Belmar 

and North Shore, Monmouth Co. 1. D. Poalillo*; 
S. Kacir*, A. Tongas (ph), N. Taylor* (ph). 

• 2011-069 25 December 2010 - 17 January 2011. 
Manasquan Inlet and North Shore, Monmouth 
Co. 1. F. Weber; M. Fritz, T. Reed* (ph), m.obs. 

 
In a continuing trend, at least 1 Pacific Loon has been 
documented sporadically through the winter along 
the North Shore in recent years. The North Shore 
provides some of the best, if not only, underwater 
structures near shore in the state.  Being exposed to 
as many Red-throated and Common Loons goes a 
long way to picking out a Pacific Loon - especially 
under different lighting conditions. 
 
 
Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis (57) 
• 2011-008 15-18 March 2010. Nummy’s Island, 

Cape May Co. 1. C. Vogel (ph). 
• 2011-066 17 December 2010 – 10 January 2011. 

Shark River Inlet and North Shore, Monmouth 
Co. 1. O. Weldon; T. Reed* (ph), L. Scacchetti 
(ph), A. Tongas (ph), m.obs. 

 
This species shows up on large bodies of water in the 
winter, especially as cold fronts freeze lakes and 
rivers to our north and west.  Most frequently, they 



are found around the Intracoastal Waterway and 
inlets like these two records.  One bird was present 
for almost a month at Shark River Inlet, and the other 
for at least four days in Cape May County. 
 
 
Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis (22) 
• 2011-006 28 January – 9 March 2010. North 

Shore, Monmouth Co. 1. T. Boyle*, J. Zamos*, 
M. Hiotis. 

 
Another visitor from our west, Western Grebes tend 
to show up singly, and sometimes linger in an area 
for a while.  A Western Grebe wintered along the 
North Shore in 2008-2009 and this might be the same 
individual. 
  
 
Leach's Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
(Since 2006) (2) 
• 2011-046 15 August 2010. Vicinity of 

Wilmington Canyon, off Cape May Co. 4. M. 
Fritz*, P. Guris* (ph), M. Hoffman (ph), S. 
Barnes. 

• 2011-046a 20 August 2010. Vicinity of 
Wilmington Canyon, off Cape May Co. 1. M. 
Fritz* 

 
This species typically migrates far offshore and is 
rarely interested in boats.  Most views consist of a 
bird flying by, with an occasional bird making some 
passes.  Multiple observers on a pelagic trip to the 
Wilmington Canyon documented a few birds 
throughout the day.  Another bird was documented 
on a fishing trip to the same area 5 days later.  While 
superficially similar in appearance to other storm-
petrels, Leach's Storm-Petrel's have a unique flight 
dynamic.  Band-rumped Storm-Petrel's have the most 
similar flight style, but under the right conditions any 
storm-petrel can behave oddly. 
 
 
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma castro 
(6) 
• 2011-045 15 August 2010. Vicinity of 

Wilmington Canyon, off Cape May Co. 3. M. 
Fritz*, P. Guris* (ph), M. Hoffman (ph). 

• 2011-045a 20 August 2010. Vicinity of 
Wilmington Canyon, off Cape May Co. 8. P. 
Guris, M. Fritz*. 

 

This warm water visitor from Africa wanders into the 
Gulf Stream during its non-breeding season, typically 
in deep water beyond the shelf break.  These birds 
were documented on the same pelagic trips as the 
Leach's Storm-Petrel records.  Given our limited 
access to offshore birding, this marks only our 6th 
documented occurrence for the state.  Documentation 
of this species is important since there is evidence to 
suggest up to four distinct subspecies, which may 
soon be split.  Molt information is important since the 
different subspecies breed at different times. 
 
 
Wood Stork Mycteria americana (13) 
• 2011-048 15 September 2010. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. 1. L. & E. Hammer; M. Roach, K. 
Lukens* (ph), K. Karlson (ph). 

 
Wood Storks occasionally wander north after the 
breeding season and often get spotted at the hawk 
watch, as was this bird.  Interestingly, a probable 
Wood Stork was reported in Cape May 4 days prior 
to this. 

Many lucky birders were present at the Cape May Hawk Watch 
when this adult Wood Stork flew over, 15 September 2010. 
Photo/Kevin Karlson 
 
Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens (5) 
• 2011-036 13 July 2010. Atlantic City, Atlantic 

Co. 1 female. B. Benish* (ph), D. Leonard. 
 
Frigatebirds spend most of their life in the air and 
frequently ride warm updrafts.  As a result, they are 
very susceptible to large weather systems, and 
sometimes just wander out of range.  This bird was 
photographed from the boardwalk in Atlantic City on 
a hot summer day.  



Brown Booby Sula leucogaster (9) 
• 2011-052 29 September 2010. Avalon, Cape 

May Co. 1 juv. D. Gochfeld* (ph, video). 
 
Brown Boobies have been documented on a few 
occasions, but most records are of fly-bys.  Care must 
be taken to rule out all variations of Northern Gannet, 
which is extremely variable.  A video was recorded 
of this immature bird passing by the Avalon sea 
watch on September 29!  Brown Boobies are smaller 
and more compact then gannets, typically with a 
faster wing beat. 
 
 
White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi (43) 
• 2011-015 25 – 28 April 2010. Heislerville, 

Cumberland County. 3. C. Vogel*; D. Veit*, S. 
Glynn (ph), K. Lukens (ph), S. Malmid, W. 
Malmid. 

• 2011-034 2 May 2010. Lower Township, Cape 
May Co. 1. J. Dowdell; K. Lukens (ph). 

• 2011-024 7 – 11 May 2010. Forsythe NWR, 
Atlantic Co. 1. R. Duffy (ph); W. Mazur (ph), C. 
Husic (ph). 

• 2011-015 13 July 2010. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. 1. C. Vogel, K. Lukens (ph). 

 
White-faced Ibis show up every year, usually with 
flocks of Glossy Ibis around the Delaware Bayshore 
and at Forsythe NWR.  The regularity of their occur-
rence poses the issue of hybridization, so care should 
be taken when searching through flocks of Ibis. 
 

 
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus (88) 
• 2011-011 24 March 2010. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. 1. J. King*. 
• 2011-010 6 April 2010. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. 1. J. van Dort (ph). 
• 2011-013 8 April 2010. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. 2. R. Crossley, S. Whittle (ph), mob. 
• 2011-016 2 May 2010. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. 1. S. Barnes. 
• 2011-019 4 May 2010. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. 1. M. O’Brien (ph).  
• 2011-032 21 May 2010. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. 1. M. O’Brien (ph), K. Lukens* (ph), D. 
Gochfeld (ph). 

 
Swallow-tailed Kite records are starting to accelerate.  
The first bird of the year was documented on the 

early date of March 24 in Cape May, with 5 more 
records to follow.  Up until a few years ago, records 
typically consisted of a couple records per year, and 
usually only seen for a brief period. This trend seems 
to follow with the increasing presence of other 
southern species. 

  
 
White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus (2) 
• 2011-057 21 October – 12 November 2010. 

Barnegat Township, Ocean Co. 1. M. Barrow*, 
A. Martens, C. Watts; K. Lukens* (ph), H. Eskin 
(ph), E. Norman (ph), M. Newlon. 

 
Almost a first state record!  There is one prior record 
of a White-tailed Kite from June of 1998 from Cape 
May, but it was identified by photo long after the 
sighting.  Interestingly, a White-tailed Kite was 
lingering in CT prior to this bird showing up.  
Initially, there were scattered reports of the kite 
before it was photographed and the identification 
confirmed.  The bird stayed in Barnegat Township 
into November before departing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Jersey’s second White-tailed Kite was present in Barnegat 
Township for three weeks but proved elusive at times. 
Photo/Howard Eskin 
 
Wilson's Plover Charadrius wilsonia (Since 1963, 
when last bred) (18) 
• 2011-023 4 May 2010. Little Beach Island, 

Atlantic Co. 2. M. Harper*, B. Hedden. 
• 2011-031 24 May 2010. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. 1. S. Barnes, L. Mack (ph). 
 



Now occurring almost annually, the vast majority of 
records of this species are from spring (April-May) 
along the beachfront, as was the case with these 
individuals.  The bird on May 24th was well 
photographed, but only seen on that day. 
 

This female Wilson’s Plover was a one-day wonder at Sandy 
Hook, 24 May 2010. Photo/Linda Mack 
 
Long-billed Curlew Numenius americanus (Since 
1870s, when last regular) (8) 
• 2011-053 29 September 2010. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. 1. T. Johnson*, S. Kolbe*. 
 
The 8th documented record of Long-billed Curlew for 
the state, this bird was a fly-by and first identified by 
call.  Long-billed Curlews frequently call in flight 
(loud and high pitched).  This is a pretty typical 
scenario for the species, but a couple of prior 
individuals have lingered for extended periods. 
 
 
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica lapponica (6) 
• 2011-025 13 – 17 May 2010. Forsythe NWR, 

Atlantic Co. 1. M. Fritz, R. Duffy (ph), J. Davis 
(ph), S. Glynn (ph), mob. 

 
The last documented record of Bar-tailed Godwit for 
the state was from 1985 in Cape May.  Prior to that, 
an individual Bar-tailed Godwit returned to the same 
area in Longport, NJ for a number of years between 
1972 and 1982.  This bird was first discovered at the 
National Wildlife Refuge in Brigantine on May 13th 
and was seen on and off for the next four days.  
Unfortunately, it was not consistently seen and most 
viewing was distant. 
 
 
 
 

 
The first Bar-tailed Godwit found in New Jersey since 1985, this 
beautiful male in full breeding plumage was present for five 
days at Forsythe NWR in May 2010. Photo/Jeff Davis 
 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea (Since 1996) 
(27) 
• 2011-029 12- -13+ May 2010. Heislerville, 

Cumberland Co. 1 female. V. Elia*, D. Gochfeld 
(ph).  

• 2011-030 21 – 26 May 2010. Heislerville, 
Cumberland Co. 1 male. V. Elia*, D. Gochfeld 
(ph), H. Eskin (ph). 

 
Heislerville has proven to be one of the best areas for 
spring shorebirds in the state – and certainly the most 
easily accessed and viewed. Shorebird numbers can 
reach into the tens of thousands by mid May, and 
there are typically a handful of Curlew Sandpipers 
along with them. This year, at least two different 
individuals were confirmed – one male and one 
female. 
 
 
Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus (41) 
• 2011-054. 3 Oct 2010 Stone Harbor, Cape May 

Co. L. Samsonenko*(ph) 
 
This fresh specimen was found in the dunes at Stone 
Harbor and thus becomes the first October record for 
this tropical pelagic species. Most records are from 
August and Sept and are storm related. 
 
South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormicki (15) 
• 2011-038. 9 July 2010 2.7 nm east of Ventnor, 

Atlantic Co. G. Davis*, T. Leukering* 
 
A well-described record of a bird seen less than 3 
nautical miles from shore. This is the first accepted 



record since 2003, but that may just be a due to the 
lack of regular late May pelagic trips, when this 
species seems most likely. All previous accepted 
records of South Polar Skua in New Jersey have been 
from far off-shore (>50 miles). 
 
Skua sp. Stercorarius sp. (6) 
• 2011-047. 15 August 2010 Wilmington Canyon 

off Cape May Co. P. Guris*(ph) 
 
The photos submitted clearly are that of a Skua. 
Separating the various Skua species at sea is difficult 
under the best conditions. This bird, seen briefly and 
photographed at some distance in poor light was not 
identifiable to species. 
 
Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle (16) 
• 2011-070. 24-29 December 2010 Manasquan 

Inlet, Monmouth/Ocean Co. N. Kazanjian (ph) 
 
Black Guillemot is increasing as a vagrant to New 
Jersey. Of the previous 15 records, 7 have occurred in 
the last 10 years, and 14 of those records have been 
in the late Nov. - Dec. time frame. Clearly, December 
is the best time to look for this species in New Jersey. 
Most Black Guillemot sightings in the state are brief, 
but this bird flew into Manasquan Inlet, stayed for 
days and was enjoyed by many. 

 
Only the second Black Guillemot to have lingered in one place 
for several days, this bird was a nice Christmas present for the 
many who went to see it in late December 2010. Photo/Nerses 
Kazanjian 
 
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica (32) 
• 2011-049. 6 September 2010. Cape May Point, 

Cape May Co. C. Vogel, D. Gochfeld (ph) 
• 2011-064. 2-12 December Cape May Point, Cape 

May Co. M. Crewe* (ph) 
 

The first was photographed as a flyby at the hawk 
watch; the second was on the feeders at CMBO. 
Native to the Texas and southwest and introduced to 
Florida, this increasing species could be reaching 
New Jersey from either direction. 
 
Common Ground-Dove Columbina passerina (4) 
• 2011-060. 29 October 2010 Cape May Point, 

Cape May Co. B. Mathys* (ph) 
 
For a bird that is generally thought to be declining; 
especially in the southeast, having two records in the 
last two years is very surprising. Recent records have 
also come from Long Is. and Connecticut. The bird 
was found along one of the trails in the state park, 
was seen by a handful of lucky birders and stayed for 
less than an hour. 
 

 
Only the fourth record for New Jersey, but the second in two 
years, this Common Ground-Dove was seen by a lucky few 
during its brief visit to Cape May Point State Park, 29 October 
2010. Photo/Blake Mathys 
 
Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus (19) 
• 2011-063. 21-28 November 2010, Interlaken, 

Monmouth Co. B. Dalton* (ph), R.Veit* 
 
Seen coming to a feeder in coastal Monmouth Co., 
the bird was eventually netted and measured in hand 
as an adult female. First recorded in 1991, there are 
now more than 40 records of either Rufous or 
Selasphorus sp. hummingbirds in New Jersey. 
 
 



Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinarescens 
(46) 
• 2011-062. 30 October-November 1 2010, Higbee 

Beach W.M.A. Cape May Co. R. & K. Horn, K. 
Lukens* (ph), T. Leukering* (ph) 

• 2011-073. 9-13 November Cape May Point, Cape 
May Co. M. Crewe, T. Leukering* (ph), 
K.Lukens* (ph) 

• 2011-074. 29 November-8 December Hidden 
Valley Ranch, Cape May Co. C. Vogel, K. 
Lukens* (ph) 

  
All three birds were well photographed. This 
expected vagrant from the southwest has been found 
every year since 1994. The majority of the records 
are from Cape May, and the most likely month is 
November. Care should be taken not only to 
eliminate Great Crested, but also Brown-crested  
Flycatcher which has been recorded several times in 
Florida. 
 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus (51) 
• 2011-039. 17 July 2010 Campgaw Reservation, 

Bergen Co. J. Reader* 
• 2011-041. 23 July 2010 Higbee Beach, Cape May 

Co. S. Galick 
• 2011-042. 28 July 2010 Cape May Point, Cape 

May Co. G. Davis, S. Whittle(ph), K. Lukens* 
(ph) 

 
Although a regular spring vagrant to the state; three 
July records in one year is a bit unusual. This flashy 
tyrant flycatcher has slowly been expanding its 
breeding range eastward, as records in New Jersey 
(and the northeast, in general) continue to increase. 

The majority of recent records of Scissor-tailed Flycatcher have 
been from May and June, but all three of the 2010 sightings 
were in July, including this individual at Cape May Point, 28 
July 2010. Photo/Scott Whittle 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savanna (19) 
• 2011-020 2-3 May 2010. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. 1. J. Glydon*; M. Wolfe*. 
 
The nineteenth Fork-tailed Flycatcher in New Jersey, 
but the first in nine years, was a fly-by at Higbee 
Beach WMA and seen by only two observers. 
Fortunately, the excellent documentation, 
accompanied by sketches, provided convincing 
details for what was apparently an adult of the 
species. 

 
 

Brown-headed Nuthatch Sitta pusilla (2) 
• 2011-012 8 – 11 April 2010. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. 1. M. O’Brien, K. Lukens* (ph), mob. 
 
New Jersey’s second Brown-headed Nuthatch was 
discovered only a few yards from the site where the 
first one appeared in July 2005. Like the previous 
bird, this one stayed in the same small area for 
several days, to the delight of many observers. This 
species nests as close as southern Delaware, but is 
normally sedentary. 

This Brown-headed Nuthatch, New Jersey's second, stayed in 
the same few pines during its four day state at Cape May Point. 
Photo/Karl Lukens 
 



 
Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius (25) 
• 2011-065. 23 November- 14 December 2010 Mt. 

Olive, Morris Co. D. Ciresa (ph) 
• 2011-071. 24 December Goshen, Cape May Co. 

C. Sutton (ph) 
 
Both birds appeared in back yards. The latter record 
was the first for Cape May County, but was present 
for only a couple of minutes. This northwestern 
vagrant is by far more likely inland, as there are but 
two previous coastal records. Fall 2010 was a good 
flight year for Varied Thrush in the Northeast. 
 
Swainson’s Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii (19) 

• 2011-051. 26 September 2010 Cape May 
Point, Cape May Co. S. McCarthy (ph) 

 
The bird was trapped and banded near Cape May 
Point State Park and is only the third fall record for 
the state. Most records are in the spring and are 
coastal, with Cape May accounting for 13 of the 
accepted sightings. 
 
Henslow’s Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii (Since 
1996) (12) 
• 2011-061. 30 October 2010 Higbee Beach, Cape 

May Co. Bob and Stephanie Brown, K. Lukens* 
(ph), D. Freiday (ph) 

 
Henslow’s Sparrows are declining throughout their 
range. In New York State (a potential source of the 
few migrants that we get) this species has declined 
more than 80% as a breeder in the 20 years since the 
first breeding bird atlas. This was well-worked Cape 
May’s first record in almost 10 years. The bird was 
found during a major flight of migrants at the Cape. 

Henslow’s Sparrow at Higbee Beach. Photo/Don Freiday. 

 
Le Conte's Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii (31) 

• 2011-055. 9 October 2010 Sandy Hook, 
Monmouth Co. A. D’Onofrio, S. Barnes*, T. 
Anderson (ph) 

• 2011-056. 11 October 2010 Sandy Hook, 
Monmouth Co. S. Malmid*, S. Barnes*, B. Dix 
(ph), T. Anderson (ph)  

 
Both birds were photographed. Comparing the photos 
and the fact that the birds were found days apart on 
different areas of Sandy Hook led the committee to 
conclude that these were different individuals. 
Although the bulk of the population nests in the 
Canadian prairies, Le Conte’s sparrow has extended 
its breeding range eastward in Quebec. This may 
account for the increase in fall east coast records. 
 
Painted Bunting Passerina ciris (39) 
• 2011-067. 4 December 2010 Montville, Morris 

Co. D. Amari (ph) 
 
Painted Bunting continues its pattern of vagrancy into 
the state. The southeastern coastal breeding 
population is in decline; however the larger breeding 
population in the south central states is more stable. 
This bird attended a feeder in Morris County. 
Although it seems odd for such a colorful bird, 
summer is the least likely season to find this species 
in New Jersey. 
 
NOT ACCEPTED 
 
Cinnamon Teal Anas cyanoptera 
• 2010-072. 17-18 September 2009. Cape May, 

Cape May Co. 
 
This bird elicited a great deal of discussion among 
members and outside experts studying the numerous 
photographs that were taken. Some members voted 
initially to accept as Cinnamon Teal, but the lack of a 
red eye is troublesome, even for a young bird in mid-
September. Suggestions ranged from stained Blue-
winged Teal, to hybrid Blue-winged x Cinnamon 
Teal, to Cinnamon Teal. Ultimately, the committee 
concluded that it is not possible to be certain of the 
identity of this individual. Recently, additional 
information has become available that the committee 
will review. 
 
 



Barrow’s Goldeneye Bucephela islandica 
• 2011-003. 9-10 January 2010. New Brunswick, 

Middlesex Co. 
 
Another bird that generated many posts on the 
regional web sites and even the Frontiers of Bird 
Identification blog, the photographs of this female 
goldeneye provided an educational experience for 
many. Originally identified as a Barrow’s Goldeneye 
on the basis of the all-yellow bill, subsequent 
discussion focused on the size of the bill (too large 
for a Barrow’s) and its color (yellow rather than 
orange), and the shape of the head. Several experts, 
including David Sibley, weighed in on the possibility 
of a hybrid, while others believed it represented that 
one-in-a-thousand female Common Goldeneye that 
shows a completely yellow bill. Ultimately, the 
committee decided that it was best left unidentified. 
 
Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
• 2011-009. 17 March 2010. South Amboy 

Middlesex Co. 
 
Photographs of this bird caused some confusion 
initially because the first photo posted did appear to 
be an Eared Grebe swimming away from the camera. 
However, additional photos of what was apparently 
the same individual showed it to be a Horned Grebe 
beginning its molt into breeding plumage, giving it a 
very different appearance from another Horned Grebe 
(still in winter plumage) seen in the same frame. 
Separation of the two Podiceps grebes can be very 
tricky in late winter – early spring when the species 
are molting into alternate plumage. 
 
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus 
• 2011-014. 7 April 2010. Ocean Township, Ocean 

Co. 
 
Although this species is easy to identify, if seen well, 
the committee felt that the brief description based on 
a fleeting glimpse of a bird from a rapidly moving 
vehicle was not sufficient to confirm this record. 
 
Yellow Rail Coturnicops novaboracensis 
• 2011-035. 24 April 2010. Turkey Point, 

Cumberland Co. 
 
The location for this report is known to have 
harbored Yellow Rails for brief periods in spring in 
some years. However, a single response to a tape 

playback was not considered sufficient proof of 
identify for the presence of this species. Rails are 
well-known to respond to the calls of other species of 
rail, so the committee decided to err on the side of 
caution in evaluation reports of this species, whose 
frequency and patterns of occurrence in New Jersey 
are poorly known. 
 
Mew Gull Larus canus 
• 2011-005. 18 January 2010. Tenafly, Bergen Co. 
 
Only a single, distant, photograph of this interesting 
looking gull was available and it generated a great 
deal of discussion on the web blogs and in the 
committee. While some thought it was likely a Mew 
Gull, others suggested a diminutive Ring-billed Gull 
or a hybrid of uncertain origin. In the end, the 
committee decided that there was insufficient 
evidence to accept this report at the first state record 
of Mew Gull. 
 
Thayer’s Gull Larus thayeri 
• 2011-001. 3 January 2010. Harvey Cedars, Ocean 

Co. 
 
Yet another troublesome gull! Photographs of this 
second-winter Larus gull show that it appears to be 
part of the Thayer’s/Iceland (Kumlien’s race) gull 
complex. Various features supported one view or the 
other. Consultation with experts produced an 
interesting dichotomy: west coast voted for Thayer’s, 
east coast for Kumlien’s. The committee decided to 
throw in the towel and leave the bird unidentified. 
 
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica 
• 2011-050. 10 September 2010. Cape May Point, 

Cape May Co. 
 
While it is quite possible that this report of White-
winged Dove represents that same individual seen 
there on September 6 (see Accepted Records), no 
details for this sighting were received. The committee 
was divided on whether or not to accept the report as 
extending the dates for the previous record. 
 
Brown-headed Nuthatch Sitta pusilla 
• 2011-072. June 2009. Haddonfield, Camden Co. 
 
Various members of the Committee called this a 
“tantalizing” and “intriguing” report of a small 
nuthatch seen in comparison with a White-breasted 



Nuthatch. The report was gleaned from eBird long 
after the fact and, on follow-up, the observer’s 
description from memory, while plausible, did not 
rule out a pale Red-breasted Nuthatch to the 
satisfaction of the majority of the Committee. Brown-
headed Nuthatch nests as close as southern Delaware, 
but is normally sedentary, although there are two 
recent records from Cape May Point (see Accepted 
Records). 
 
Bewick’s Wren Thryomanes bewickii 
• 2009-072. 8 November 2008. Ringwood, Passaic 

Co. 
 
The eastern population of Bewick’s Wren, which 
once ranged as close as central Pennsylvania, has 
almost completely disappeared east of the 
Mississippi. This group, which was largely 
migratory, is presumably responsible for the five 
confirmed records in New Jersey from 1952 to 1977. 
The description of the bird in the present report, 
however, suggested one of the largely sedentary 
southwestern races, as confirmed by comparison with 
specimens (R. Veit, personal communication). The 
Committee was divided on accepting this report, but 
the majority felt that the details were insufficient to 
confirm such an unlikely vagrant. 
 
Brewer’s Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 
• 2011-058. 24 October 2010. Great Swamp NWR, 

Morris Co. 
 
This is another report that might possibly be correct, 
but the description of the male and two female 
blackbirds was limited, and even the observer had 
some doubts about the identification. In New Jersey, 
Brewer’s Blackbirds are almost always found around 
farms with cattle or horses. 


