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The New Jersey Bird Records Committee (hereafter 
“NJBRC” or “the Committee”) held meetings on 2 
November 2014 at Cape May and 12 April 2015 at 
Middletown. One hundred one reports were 
considered and voted. There were four new additions 
to the New Jersey state list in 2014, so the grand total 
of the New Jersey State List stands at 476 species 
through 2014. New to the list are Trumpeter Swan, 
Neotropic Cormorant, Zone-tailed Hawk and 
European Golden-Plover. The current State List and 
the current NJBRC Review List are available on the 
Committee web site at <http://www.njbrc.com >. 
Click on Lists and Annual Reports. 
 
Voting NJBRC members during the period covered 
by this report were Tom Boyle, Tom Brown, Vince 
Elia, Bob Fogg, Mike Fritz, Sam Galick, Paul Guris, 
Jonathan Klizas, Linda Mack, Tom Reed, and Dick 
Veit. Bob Fogg served as Committee Chair. Non-
voting member Bill Boyle continued as Secretary. 
We note with great sadness the December 2014 
passing of Jim Zamos, long-time New Jersey birder, 
valued member of the NJBRC from 2006 to 2012, 
and a close and dear friend to many of us. 
 
Reports should be sent to <njbrcreport@gmail.com>, 
or via snail mail to Bill Boyle, Secretary, NJBRC, 13 
Strawberry Lane, Cape May, NJ 08204. In addition, 
the NJBRC website can be found at 
<http://www.njbrc.com/ >. 
 
The NJBRC would also like to thank all the observers 
who submitted documentation during the past year. 
The Committee would have an impossible job 
without the support of these birders. Although digital 
photography has made the documentation of many 
rarities easier, there is still an important place for 
field notes; good notes can strengthen the case made 
by photos of less-than-stellar quality. 
 
Field notes can also make the case for rare birds that 
are recorded only as brief mentions on the Internet. If 

you see a Review List bird and post a report to an e-
mail list, please take a little extra time and submit a 
description to the NJBRC as well. Although the 
identification of rarities with no supporting details is 
often correct it cannot be accepted as part of the 
historical record, which relies on supporting evidence 
that can be consulted by researchers many years in 
the future. Even a brief description, or a sketch by an 
avowed non-artist, can be enough to support an 
observation well enough to add it to the official 
record. 
 
The format used to present data is standardized. 
Records are grouped by Committee actions, with 
Accepted records listed first, followed by reports that 
the Committee did not accept (identification was not 
sufficiently supported by the documentation 
supplied), and then a group for records treated 
specially. Within each group, records are presented in 
phylogenetic order (according to the A.O.U. Check-
list, 7th edition and supplements). For each species, 
the English and scientific names are given, followed 
by the current total of accepted state records. The 
record(s) considered by the Committee are then 
listed, arranged by date. For each record entry, the 
internal NJBRC index number is given, followed by 
date, location, and county. If the report involved 
more than one individual, the number of birds is 
given following the location; all records involve a 
single bird unless otherwise noted. Then, for accepted 
records, data on finders and documenters are given. 
The finder’s name, if known, is listed first, followed 
by a semicolon and the names of the other observers 
who submitted some form of documentation to the 
Committee (in alphabetical order), accompanied by 
symbols: “*” indicates that written documentation 
was submitted; “ph” denotes a photo or videotape. 
Following these data, comments are provided to 
explain important or interesting aspects of the 
records. 
 



Other abbreviations used: Co. = County; NJAS = 
New Jersey Audubon Society; NWR = National 
Wildlife Refuge; Res. = Reservoir; SP = State Park; 
Twp. = Township; WMA = Wildlife Management 
Area. 
 
ACCEPTED RECORDS 
 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna 
autumnalis (11) 
• 2015-019. 15 – 18 May 2014. Galloway Twp., 

Atlantic Co. M. Roche, M. DeLia (ph), M. 
Chelemer. (4 adults) 

Patriot Lake in Galloway Township is a public park 
and part of the municipal complex behind the 
Atlantic County Library. During four days in May, 
2014, it hosted a quartet of vagrant neotropical 
Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks viewed by many 
observers. All of the eleven accepted New Jersey 
records of this species have occurred in the 21st 
century. All but one of these records are from coastal 
counties. 

After skipping 2013, the now almost-annual Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck was represented by these four individuals at a 
Galloway Twp. pond for four days in May. Photo/M DeLia. 
 
Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchos (9)  
• 2015-083. 7 – 21 December 2014. Allaire State 

Park, Monmouth Co. J. Schlickenrieder, m.ob. 
• 2015-085. 14 December 2014 – 24 January 2015. 

Monroe Twp., Monmouth Co., Etra Lake, Mercer 
Co. M. DeLia* (ph), S. Barnes, L. Mack, m.ob. 

This species is an annual visitor since the first state 
record occurred in 2011. 2014 saw two separate 
records for this species continuing the relatively 

recent phenomenon of rare Greenland-breeding geese 
wintering in the northeast. Both occurrences of Pink-
footed Geese had many observers and are well 
documented. The second Pink-footed Goose 
originated in Monmouth County and also visited Etra 
Lake in Mercer County. 

One of two Pink-footed Geese that appeared in central New 
Jersey during December, this bird was easily seen at a 
community farm in Wall Twp. during its two-week stay. Photo/T. 
Boyle. 
 
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis (24) 
• 2015-037. 1 – 11 March 2014. Clark, Union Co. 

D. Bernstein*, K. Himmler (ph), P. Kwiatek.(ph). 
• 2015-008. 16 March 2014. Sussex Co. J. 

Hanson*. 
• 2015-086. (returning bird) 15 December - 10 

January. Ramsey, Bergen Co. M. Turso*, m.ob. 
• 2015-084. 13 – 18 December. Mercer Co. M. 

DeLia* (ph), m.ob.  
• 2015-087. 25 December 2014 – 10 January 2015, 

Somerset Co. S. Galick * (ph), m.ob. 

2013-14 shows a marked increase of Barnacle Goose 
sightings in various central and northern counties of 
New Jersey. The Ramsey goose returned to a golf 
course where it had spent part of the previous winter. 
The Duke Island Park Barnacle Goose was part of a 
goose fest that included two Greater White-fronted 
Geese, Cackling Geese and the usual abundant 
Canada Geese. Caution needs to be observed with 
Barnacle Goose identification as hybrids with Canada 
and Cackling Geese do occur. For example: two 
Barnacle x Cackling Geese accompanied the Ramsey 
Barnacle Goose. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three different Barnacle Geese arrived in the state during 
December, including this one found on Christmas Day at Duke 
Island Park, where it remained for almost three weeks. Photo/S. 
Galick. 
 
Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator (1) 
• 2015-048. 15 December 2013 – 6 April 2014. 

Assunpink WMA, Monmouth Co.  T. Bailey, B. 
Dodelson, K. McGowan* (ph), M. 
Gallagher(ph).(3 immatures). 

• 2015-081. (returning birds) 28 November 2014 – 
ongoing. Assunpink WMA, Monmouth Co. B. 
Dodelson, S. Barnes*, L. Mack (ph), m.ob. 

This is the first accepted state record of Trumpeter 
Swan. It was inevitable that this species would 
become part of the accepted wild New Jersey 
avifauna. This is now a State Review species. 
Observers need to use caution in recording this 
species. While the Assunpink group is considered to 
be genuinely wild, captive origin Trumpeter Swans 
exist at all times of the year in many parts of the 
region.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These three Trumpeter Swans first appeared at Assunpink in 
December 2013 as first-year birds, departed in April 2014, then 
returned in November in adult plumage. Photo/M. Gallagher. 
 
 
 

 
Cinnamon Teal  Anas cyanoptera (4) 
• 2015-025. 23-30 May 2014. DeKorte Park, 

Bergen Co. D. Smith, R. Fanning*, R. Shields 
(ph), m.ob. ( adult male) 

This is the fourth accepted Cinnamon Teal record for 
New Jersey and the first since 2001 as well as the 
first northern New Jersey record. This teal had many 
observers and was well documented. It exhibited no 
signs of captive origin.  First discovered at DeKorte 
Park in Bergen County, the Cinnamon Teal was also 
seen and photographed May 29 and 30 at Kearny 
Marsh, Hudson County . 

This handsome drake Cinnamon Teal, only the fourth for New 
Jersey, was present at DeKorte Park for a week in May and 
enjoyed by many. Photo/J. Wright. 
 
Barrow’s Goldeneye Bucephala islandica (20) 
• 2015-006. 16-22 February 2014. Columbia, 

Warren Co. R. Wiltraut, S. Burnet (ph), R. 
Fergus*, E. Komito. (female) 

Female Barrow's Goldeneyes present tricky 
identification issues with Common Goldeneyes. The 
Delaware River Barrow's was well-described and 
photographed in close proximity with a female 
Common Goldeneye creating excellent comparison 
images. Most records of this species are from coastal 
and southern New Jersey counties. The only northern 
county to record Barrow's Goldeneye is Warren of 
which this is the fourth accepted record.  
 
Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica (29) 
• 2015-079. 13 October 2014. Avalon, Cape May 

Co. T. Reed. 

Other than a Pacific Loon record that spanned 
December 2013 into January 2014, this report 
represents the only other Pacific Loon recorded in 



New Jersey during 2014. It was a fly-by at the 
Avalon Seawatch. 
 
Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis (64) 
• 2015-017. 5 April 2014. Oradell Reservoir, 

Bergen Co. J. Workman*. 
• 2015-060. 30 September 2014. Lavalette, Ocean 

Co. G. Prelich* (ph). 
• 2015-080. 23 November – 5 December 2014. 

Sandy Hook, Monmouth Co. S. Barnes, L. Mack, 
L. Fanning*. 

Two coastal records and one inland record represent 
the accepted sightings of Eared Grebe in 2014. The 
early spring and fall time periods of the sightings are 
typical for this species. Eared Grebe has been 
recorded annually since 2002. Of the 64 accepted 
records of Eared Grebe, 28 are from the 21st Century. 
The Bergen grebe was seen one day by a single 
observer who submitted copious notes. The Lavalette 
grebe was photographed near Middle Sedge Island 
and was also seen for only one day. The Sandy Hook 
grebe was present for nearly two weeks and was seen 
by many observers. 
 
Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis (31) 
• 2015-004. 31 January – 15 March 2014. 

Monmouth Beach, Monmouth Co. T. Boyle* 
(ph), S. Barnes, K. Connolly (ph). 

This is the only report for Western Grebe in New 
Jersey in 2014. This individual was found at 
Monmouth Beach but also wandered to Spring Lake 
and Deal along the north shore. As always, observers 
are encouraged to carefully document any 
Aechmorphorus grebes they encounter, as Clark’s 
Grebe and hybrids are possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One or more Western Grebes have wintered along the 
Monmouth County shore almost every year during the past 
decade. This one was first seen at Monmouth Beach on January 
31. Photo/T. Boyle. 

Wood Stork Mycteria Americana (16) 
• 2015-052. 7 August 2014. Cape May Co. M. 

Pasquarello (ph), M. Crewe. 

A high-flying bird over the Cape May lighthouse was 
initially thought to be a White Ibis. The cropped 
photo shows it as an indisputable Wood Stork, the 
first in New Jersey since 2011. 
 
Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus 
(1) 
• 2015-014. 8 April – 10 July 2014. Clinton, 

Hunterdon Co. R. Fergus* (ph), D. Harrison, 
m.ob. 

A first state record, this cooperative cormorant went 
through a day of identification crisis until definitive 
photos were obtained confirming the species. This 
accidental wanderer roosted on a Dawn Redwood at a 
Clinton public lake, and was also seen at other 
locations in the Clinton Area for nearly four months. 
What is presumed to be the same individual returned 
to the same location in 2015. 

 
This photo showing the smaller Neotropic Cormorant in direct 
comparison to Double-crested Cormorant helped confirm the 
identification of this first for New Jersey. Photo/J. Gilbert. 
 
White Ibis Eudocimus albus (31) 
• 2015-040. 4 on 22 April 2014. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. T. Reed*. 
• 2015-051. 3 August 2014. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. D. Freiday (ph), K. Lukens. 
• 2015-053. 12 August 2014. Villas, Cape May Co. 

T. McParland, B. Boyle, K. Horn. 

Formerly, an annual visitor since the 1950s, White 
Ibis sightings dropped off to numbers low enough to 
include it as a Review List species in 1996. There is a 
modest increase in sightings in recent years including 
the three separate reports in 2014, all of which are of 
immature and juvenile birds. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Like most of the White Ibis that show up in New Jersey, this bird 
that spent August 3 in the South Cape May Meadows was a 
juvenile. Photo/D. Freiday. 
 
White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi (58) 
• 2015-011. 25 March – 21 April 2014. 

Heislerville, Cumberland Co. B. Johnson, S. 
Keller (ph), S. Galick. 

• 2015-039. 30 April 2014. Dias Creek, Cape May 
Co. T. Reed*, M. Crewe, V. Elia. 

• 2015-041. 4-22 May 2014. Forsythe NWR, 
Atlantic Co. K. Moneta (ph), D. Harrison*, V. 
Nichnadowicz. 

With the accepted records of 2014 and the consistent 
appearances of this species in a number of 
consecutive years, White-faced Ibis is officially 
removed from the State Review List.  The first 
accepted New Jersey record was in 1977 followed by 
twelve more records through 1999. The span of 2000-
2014 has seen forty-five accepted records, either 
demonstrating an expansion of the species eastward, 
or more than likely, an increased awareness of 
observers in recognizing this species.  
 
Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni (43) 
• 2015-023. 2 May 2014. Montclair Hawkwatch, 

Essex Co. A. Burmeister (ph), R. Gilbert. 

This exceptional record of a spring Swainson’s Hawk 
occurred at the spring Montclair Hawkwatch. The 
Swainson’s Hawk was soaring with two Broad-
winged Hawks. The observers obtained distant, 
cropped, but identifiable photos. This is the only 
accepted May record of this species in New Jersey 
since at least 1996.  
 
 
  

Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus (1) 
• 2015-059. 27 September 2014. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. M. Raike, M. O’Brien, J. Cuomo (ph), 
D. LaPuma*, m.ob.   

This is the first accepted state record for Zone-tailed 
Hawk.  It was photographed, expertly described and 
seen by many at the Cape May Hawkwatch,.  The 
Zone-tailed Hawk flew to Delaware where it was 
observed at the Cape Henlopen Hawkwatch. 
Considering the rarity of this species in the eastern 
United States, the possibility exists that this is the 
same individual that summered in Massachusetts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A first for New Jersey, this Zone-tailed Hawk that soared briefly 
over Cape May Point, September 27, may have been the same 
individual seen previously in Nova Scotia and Massachusetts. 
Photo/M. O’Brien. 
 
Yellow Rail Coturnicops noveboracensis (40) 
• 2015-039. 17 January 2014. Corson’s Inlet, Cape 

May Co. M. Webster*, R. Fry. 
• 2015-042. 7 May 2014. Turkey Point, 

Cumberland Co. S. Keller*. 

The Corson’s Inlet Yellow Rail was a visual record, 
well-described by capable observers.  All of the 
spring records of this species in New Jersey since 
2008 are from Turkey Point. The 2014 Yellow Rail 
may have been present for a week or more preceding 
the reported account. 
 
European Golden-Plover Pluvialis apricaria  (1) 
• 2015-050. 19 – 20 July 2014.  Franklin Twp., 

Hunterdon Co. A. Mart*, F. Mantlik(video), 
R. Fergus(video), m.ob. 

 
This exciting first state record came by way of an 
adult in worn alternate plumage, found in a bare field 
a few miles south of Clinton. Excellent photos and 
video portrayed the diagnostic field marks, including 
the unmarked, white underwing coverts. A number of 
individuals of this species appeared in Newfoundland 



during Spring 2014, perhaps increasing the odds that 
one would be found in our region during the 
following southbound migration.  

Another first for New Jersey was this breeding-plumaged 
European Golden-Plover in Hunterdon County, photographed 
here on July 20 showing the diagnostic white underwing 
coverts. Photo/F. Mantlik. 
 
Wilson’s Plover Charadrius wilsonia (22) 
• 2015-033. 6 June 2014.  Holgate, Ocean Co. 

A. Anholt, J. Amesbury. 
• 2015-034. 20 June 2014.  Stone Harbor, Cape 

May Co. T. Pover, M. Crewe*, T. Reed(ph). 
 
This species continues to be a near-annual visitor to 
New Jersey’s Atlantic coast, though breeding has not 
been documented since 1963. Records in 2014 came 
from two of the state’s best sites to find Wilson’s 
Plover. Excellent photographs were obtained of both 
individuals, and the Stone Harbor bird was eventually 
seen by dozens of observers. Unsurprisingly, both 
occurred during early summer, and both were one-
day wonders.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of two Wilson’s Plovers found in New Jersey during June, 
this female was digiscoped at Holgate on June 6. Photo/J. 
Amesbury. 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica (6) 
• 2015-015. 30 April – 5 May 2014.  Forsythe 

NWR, Atlantic Co. L. Musher, T. 
Schottland(ph), R. Fergus. 

 
For the fourth consecutive spring and to the delight of 
many birders, a Bar-tailed Godwit appeared at 
Forsythe NWR on its trek northward. Diagnostic 
photos showed this alternate plumage bird to have a 
contrastingly pale rump and white underwing coverts, 
consistent with the previously seen and more-
expected European subspecies, L. l. lapponica. 
Birders are encouraged to continue documenting this 
particular bird’s presence, assuming it continues to 
return to the area in subsequent spring seasons.  
 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea (36) 
• 2015-094. 12 May 2012.  Nummy Island, 

Cape May Co. M. Bango(ph). 
• 2015-024. 17 May 2014.  Heislerville WMA, 

Cumberland Co. T. Johnson*. 
 
Curlew Sandpiper continued its streak of annual, late 
spring appearances along the outer coastal plain. The 
Committee received documentation, complete with 
an excellent photo, of a male Curlew Sandpiper in 
Cape May County during Spring 2012. The only 
2014 record was from traditional location 
Heislerville, where one was seen briefly among 
thousands of shorebirds in mid-May. 
 
Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius (9) 
• 2015-043. 30 March 2014.  Stone Harbor, 

Cape May Co. T. Reed*. 
 
This species is one of several that require 
documentation when reported from dry land. The 
sole record this year was of a single bird, flying south 
along an oceanfront beach during a foggy day in late-
March. Recent land-based reports of this species have 
frequently occurred during such circumstances, and 
observers may want to frame future searches around 
this information.  
 
South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormicki (17) 
• 2015-044. 30 June 2014.  ca. 30 miles east of 

Cape May, Cape May Co. M. & M. Crewe, 
M. Fritz, T. Reed(ph). 

 
A party of experienced birders encountered an 
individual of this species during a summer shark-



tagging trip. Point-blank photos and detailed field 
notes left no doubt to the bird’s identity. South Polar 
Skua is undoubtedly a more regular visitor to New 
Jersey’s pelagic zone than records indicate, and more 
thorough offshore coverage during late spring and 
summer will certainly result in additional reports.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This South Polar Skua was photographed about 40 miles east of 
Cape May on June 30. The species is probably rare, but 
regular, in these offshore waters at this season. Photo/T. Reed 
 
Long-tailed Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus (6) 
• 2015-055. 1 September 2014.  Cape May, 

Cape May Co. T. Reed(ph). 
 
For the second straight year, a juvenile Long-tailed 
Jaeger was found at Cape May during the first week 
of September. While this individual only stayed for 
about 10 minutes, it put on quite a show, flying past 
the Hawkwatch Platform and hawking insects over 
the marshes at Cape May Point SP. Recent records 
suggest that the period between late-Aug and mid-
Sep is the best time to seek this species from shore. 

For the second year in a row, a juvenile Long-tailed Jaeger 
visited Cape May Point. This individual made a close pass by 
the hawk watch platform on September 1, to the delight of the 
many birders gathered there. Photo/T. Reed. 
 
 
 

Dovekie Alle alle (8) 
• 2015-038. 6 January 2014.  Cape May, Cape 

May Co. T. Reed*. 
• 2015-036. 21 February 2014.  Cape May, 

Cape May Co. S. Bamford, M. Crewe(ph), K. 
Lukens*, R. Horn, et al. 

• 2015-088. 28 December 2014. Island Beach 
SP, Ocean Co. C. Barattini*(ph).  

• 2015-089. 28 December 2014. Manasquan 
Inlet, Ocean Co. S. Walker*(ph). 

• 2015-090. 28 December 2014. Avalon, Cape 
May Co. A. Lorenz*(ph). 

• 2015-091. 28 December 2014. Holgate, 
Ocean Co. M. Britt*. 

 
This small alcid was documented from shore on 
multiple occasions during 2014. The January and 
February records were related to poor weather, while 
the widespread sightings in late-December were 
during pleasant weather and possibly related to poor 
food supplies elsewhere. The individual at Avalon 
was photographed with a cell phone as it swam into 
the rocks of a jetty! 

Although usually common offshore in winter, Dovekies are not 
often seen from land. This one, photographed at Manasquan 
Inlet was one of four individuals reported along the New Jersey 
coast on December 28. Photo/S. Walker. 
 
Common Murre Uria aalge (28) 
• 2015-005. 6 – 17 February 2014.  Wildwood 

Crest, Cape May Co. T. Baxter, B. Boyle*, K. 
Lukens*(ph), S. Galick(ph), m.ob. 

 
Though a regular winter visitor to our nearshore 
pelagic waters, this species remains exceptional from 
shore—making a February individual at Sunset Lake 
a most surprising sight. It remained in the Intracoastal 
Waterway behind the Wildwoods for a number of 



days, and was studied and photographed extensively 
during its stay.  
 
 
Franklin’s Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan (27) 
• 2015-095. 17 November 2014.  Avalon, Cape 

May Co. T. Reed*. 
 
A first-winter Franklin’s Gull, traveling with a flock 
of Ring-billed Gulls, was photographed as it flew 
south past the Avalon Seawatch in mid-November. 
Both the location and date are not unexpected for this 
Interior-breeding species, which has now been 
recorded at Avalon on several occasions since full-
time migration monitoring began in 1993. 
 
Thayer’s Gull Larus thayeri (12) 
• 2015-037. 22 May 2014.  Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. T. Boyle*(ph). 
 
This bleached, first-cycle individual was intensively 
studied and photographed by an experienced 
observer. Photos and notes were circulated to experts 
with substantial Thayer’s Gull experience. On a 9–2 
vote, the Committee accepted this record based on 
multiple pro-Thayer’s field marks, including 
uniformly dark tertials, a mottled rump, barred 
undertail coverts, and dark secondary bar. 

Opinions from several experts supported the identification of 
this gull as Thayer’s. Photo/T. Boyle 
 
Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus (45) 
• 2015-058. 3 July 2014.  Island Beach SP, 

Ocean Co. S. Galick(ph). 
 
An adult Sooty Tern made for quite the surprise when 
it appeared on the afternoon preceding Independence 
Day, briefly flying over Island Beach State Park. This 
bird may have been a product of Hurricane Arthur, 

which made landfall in North Carolina later the same 
day – even though local weather was bright and 
sunny at the time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The appearance of this  Sooty Tern may have been related to 
Hurricane Arthur, which was off North Carolina that day. 
Photo/S. Galick. 
 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida  (3) 
• 2015-058. 12 – 20 September 2014.  Cape 

May, Cape May Co. A. Humann, L. Zemaitis, 
M. Crewe(ph), m.ob. 

 
North America’s 3rd record – and remarkably also 
Cape May’s 3rd record – this adult-plumage bird put 
on a spectacular show for a few thousand onlookers 
during its mid-September visit. Discovered by birders 
at the Hawkwatch, it its appearance came after a 
multiple day stretch of cross-Atlantic easterly winds. 
The Whiskered Tern developed a daily routine during 
its stay, with regular visits to Bunker Pond, the “rips” 
offshore, and the Cape May Point beachfront.  
 

The third for North America and for Cape May, this Whiskered 
Tern delighted many during its nine-day state. Photo/M. Crewe. 
 
 
 



 
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica (53) 
• 2015-029. 29 May – 1 June 2014.  Waretown, 

Ocean Co. G. Georgieff, A. Truhan, A. 
Majewski(ph). 

• 2015-056a. 12 – 15 July 2014.  Cape May, 
Cape May Co. M. Britt*, J. Collins(ph), F. 
Sencher(ph).   

• 2015-056b. 11 August 2014.  Cape May, 
Cape May Co. K. Lukens* et al. 

• 2015-056c. 2 September 2014.  Cape May, 
Cape May Co. M. O’Brien*. 

• 2015-057. 8 September 2014.  Cape May, 
Cape May Co. Unknown observer. 

• 2015-056d. 9 September 2014.  Cape May, 
Cape May Co. T. Reed*. 

• 2015-056e. 10 October 2014.  Cape May, 
Cape May Co. S. Haas*. 

• 2015-056f. 30 October 2014.  Cape May, 
Cape May Co. M. O’Brien*. 

• 2015-082. 5 – 7 December 2014.  Cape May, 
Cape May Co. M. Garland, B. Bassett(ph). 

 
White-winged Dove continues to become an 
increasingly expected visitor from the south and 
west, showcased by a bundle of reports in 2014. As 
expected, almost all reports were from the immediate 
coast at Cape May. Notable was a late spring 
individual that visited a feeder at Wells Mills County 
Park, within the New Jersey Pine Barrens. The 
Committee voted to accept the September and 
October clusters as two individuals that were seen 
repeatedly at Cape Island. The species has now been 
recorded in 12 of 13 years, beginning in 2002.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2014 was a banner year for White-winged Doves in New Jersey, 
but this one at Wells Mills County Park was the only one away 
from the immediate coast. Photo/A. Majewski. 
 
 

Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus (38) 
• 2015-062. 18 September – 14 October 2014.  

Long Hill Twp., Somerset Co. T. Carruthers*, 
J. Klizas(video), m.ob. 

• 2015-064. 10 – 14 October 2014.  Cape May, 
Cape May Co. B. Schul, K. Lukens*(ph), H. 
Tomlinson(ph), m.ob. 

• 2015-086. 22 October 2014 – 7 January 2015.  
Warren Twp., Somerset Co. L. Mershon, J. 
Klizas*(ph), J. Ellerbusch*(ph). 

• 2015-092. 3 December 2014 – 10 January 
2015.  Leesburg, Cumberland Co. J. 
Crawford(ph). 

 
Reports of western hummingbirds were somewhat 
reduced in 2014, and all birds were (mercifully) 
identifiable to species, courtesy of excellent 
photographs. Reports of Rufous Hummingbird 
spanned the length of the autumn season, and 
included long-staying individuals that attempted to 
overwinter in both Somerset and Cumberland 
counties. All four records came from hummingbird 
feeders.  
 
Calliope Hummingbird Selasphorus calliope  (9) 
• 2015-077. 12 – 21 November 2014.  Holland 

Twp., Hunterdon Co. F. Sencher Jr.(ph), A. 
Boyd(ph), m.ob. 

 
A coveted find in the Garden State, this cooperative 
hatch-year bird put on a good show for many 
admirers during its lengthy stay at a Hunterdon 
County residence. Nicely documented with 
photographs, it represents just the ninth New Jersey 
record, but also the third in two years. 
 
Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus (2) 
• 2015-067. 14 October 2014.  Cape May, Cape 

May Co. R. Crossley, A. Lamoureaux(ph), 
m.ob.  

 
The second recorded Vermilion Flycatcher in New 
Jersey, a nicely photographed young male discovered 
by Richard Crossley at the Beanery (Rea Farm) in 
Cape May.  This bird was extremely cooperative as it 
hunted insects from dead snags and farm equipment 
to the excitement of multiple observers.  The first 
record for Vermilion Flycatcher was also a young 
male, but was discovered in the spring in nearby 
Stone Harbor. Vermilion Flycatchers have a 
widespread vagrancy pattern, with increasing records 



along the Gulf States into Florida. In 2014 Vermilion 
Flycatchers were also found in Delaware and 
Virginia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Jersey’s second Vermilion Flycatcher spent the entire day, 
October 14, at the Rea Farm, Cape May. Photo/A. Lamoureaux. 
 
Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens 
(62) 
• 2015-068. 19 October 2014. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. S. Barnes*, L. Mack*(ph). 
• 2015-073. 29 October 2014. Cox Hall Creek 

WMA, Cape May Co. L. Zemaitis, M. 
O’Brien(ph), m.ob.                   

• 2015-075. 2 – 5 November 2014. Cape May, 
Cape May Co. G. Davis, D. Veit*, T. 
Brown*, J.  Cuomo(ph), A. Humann*. 

 
Ash-throated Flycatchers are an increasingly 
encountered vagrant, with most New Jersey records 
found between late October and January, usually at 
coastal locations.  The trend in locale and timing 
continues for Ash-throated Flycatcher, with a bird 
discovered at Sandy Hook and two in Cape May.  All 
birds were well described with supporting 
photographs.  The birds discovered in October were 
one-day wonders, which is often the case with Ash-
throated Flycatcher, but the one found in November 
remained for several days allowing views by multiple 
observers. 
 
 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus (59) 
• 2015-026. 12 May 2014. Barnegat Light, 

Ocean Co. M. Schat(ph). 
• 2015-018. 14 May 2014. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. M. Garland,  K. Lukens*, M. Crewe. 
• 2015-030. 6 June 2014. Forsythe NWR, 

Atlantic Co. Y. Kong, J. Amesbury, A. 
Morrison(ph). 

• 2015-070. 25 – 26 October 2014. Cape May, 
Cape May Co. J. Bouton*, A. Marden*. 

 
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers are being found with 
increasing frequency in New Jersey, including 18 
records in the past seven years. Almost all of them 
have been photographed and the vast majority have 
been adult birds in spring or early summer. The two 
reported from Cape May in 2014 were not 
photographed, but were well-described.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash-throated Flycatcher is an annual vagrant to the state in 
small numbers, mainly in late autumn. This individual was at 
Higbee Beach WMA for four days in early November. Photo/S. 
Haas. 
 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savanna (20) 
• 2015-071. 25 – 26 October 2014. Cape May, 

Cape May Co. G. Armistead*(ph), D. 
Gochfeld*(ph), J. Cuomo (ph), A. 
Lamoureaux(ph). 

 
The twentieth record for New Jersey, and the first 
since 2010.  The original observers were able to 
capture distant, but identifiable, photos of this bird at 
the Cape Island Creek Preserve.  The bird was later 
found by Jake Cuomo who was able to capture an 
excellent photo of this stunning flycatcher.  In 
addition to the photos provided the observers 
provided excellent written descriptions of the bird.  
The majority of vagrant Fork-tailed Flycatchers occur 
in the fall, with the majority occurring in the 
Northeast.  Specimens collected from the mid-
Atlantic through the Northeast indicate that most of 
the birds are from the highly migratory nominate 
race, which should be migrating to their breeding 



grounds in southern South America during the fall.   
Several have theorized that birds encountered during 
the fall have followed a mirror image route to North 
America instead of southern South America, whereas 
spring vagrants to the Northeast  are returning birds 
that overshot their wintering grounds in northern 
South America.    

One of the premier rarities of the year was this adult Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher, chased by many but seen by few during the NJ 
Audubon Autumn Weekend, October 25 – 26. Photo/J. Cuomo. 
 
Loggerhead Shrike Laius ludovicianus (8) 
• 2015-063. 8 October – 30 November 2014. 

Corbin City WMA, Atlantic Co.   J. Austin-
Cole, S. Glynn*(ph), S. Galick*(ph), B. 
Guzzi, m.ob. 

 
Loggerhead Shrikes were once uncommon, but 
regularly occurring, migrants in New Jersey.  The 
breeding range of this species continues to shrink, 
and is now rare as a migrant in New Jersey and 
neighboring States.  This is the eighth confirmed 
sighting of Loggerhead Shrike since it was added to 
the rarities list in 1996.  This bird was present for 
over a month, a long “residence” time for migrant 
Loggerhead Shrikes.  Historically, Loggerhead 
Shrikes are encountered for several days once 
discovered, although a bird found at Marlboro’s Big 
Brook Park in 2005 remained for more than two 
weeks.  Formerly considered as a mainly fall migrant, 
the recent records for Loggerhead Shrike have 
occurred almost evenly across seasons, four in fall, 
three in spring, and one winter record.   The previous 
two records were in successive years, 2008 at Sandy 
Hook, a spring record, an early fall record in 2009 at 
Cape May. 
   
 
 

Brown-headed Nuthatch Sitta pusilla (4) 
• 2015-049. 5 July 2014. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. M. O’Brien*, L. Zemaitis. 
 
The fourth confirmed record for Brown-headed 
Nuthatch, all in Cape May, with the previous bird 
recorded last year.  Three of the four records for 
Brown-headed Nuthatch have occurred between June 
and July, perhaps establishing a trend as to when 
these birds can be found and sought after.   Details of 
plumage and call were accurately documented by 
experienced birders.  Interesting is that sightings of 
Brown-headed Nuthatch have all occurred within the 
same general location of Cape May. 
 
Smith’s Longspur Calcarius pictus (3) 
• 2015-003. 26 January – 20 March 2014. Stone 

Harbor, Cape May Co. H. Tomlinson(ph), S. 
Galick(ph), K. Lukens*(ph), J. Amesbury 
(ph), S. Wilson, m.ob. 

 
This long-staying Smith’s Longspur, New Jersey’s 
third, wandered the dunes at Stone Harbor Point, but 
could be difficult to find in the tall grass. The two 
previous records were from October (a female like 
this one) and April ( a male in breeding plumage). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Only the third ever seen in New Jersey, this female Smith’s 
Longspur sometimes proved elusive as she hung out in the dunes 
at Stone Harbor Point for almost two months. Photographed 
here by its discoverer on January 26. Photo/H. Tomlinson 
 
Swainson’s Warbler Limnothlypis swainsoni (19) 
• 2015-020. 16 May 2014. Garret Mt., Passaic 

Co. B. McWhorter, C. Takacs(ph), L. 
Scacchetti(ph), m.ob. 

 
Surely one of the most cooperative Swainson’s 
Warblers found in New Jersey, this singing male 



entertained the crowds at Garret Mt. from morning 
through mid-afternoon on its one-day visit. This was 
only the second record for the northern part of  the 
state. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A singing male Swainson’s Warbler is a rare treat in New 
Jersey, but this one’s performance was enjoyed by many. 
Photo/L. Scacchetti. 
 
Black-throated Gray Warbler Setophagus 

nigrescens (24) 
• 2015-054. 29 August 2014. Cape May, Cape 

May Co.  T. Reed(ph), M. O’Brien, M. 
Maerz, S. Wilson, m.ob. 

 
Of the western vagrant warblers Black-throated Gray 
has been the most commonly occurring species on 
the east coast, with birds recorded from Nova Scotia 
to Florida.  This is the twenty-fourth record of Black-
throated Gray Warbler in New Jersey.  The bird was 
only seen in flight, but was seen by multiple 
observers and identifiably photographed.  Most 
records of Black-throated Gray Warbler occur at 
coastal vagrant traps during fall migration; this bird 
continues that trend, although the bird recorded in 
2013 was at an inland location. 
 
Townsend’s Warbler Setophagus townsendi 
• 2015-016. 4 May 2014. Peters Valley, Sussex 

Co. A. Boyd(ph). 
 
Just the fourteenth accepted record for the state, this 
female-plumaged Townsend’s Warbler was observed 
foraging in a pine grove for a few minutes and well-
photographed. Most reports of this species have been 
in the fall or winter, with only two other spring 
sightings. 
 
 
  

Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii (14) 
• 2015-061. 13 July – 12 August 2014. Duke 

Farm, Somerset Co. J. Ellerbusch*(ph). 
 
An endangered species in New Jersey, Henslow’s 
Sparrows have exhibited precipitous declines in 
population, mirroring that of many grassland species.  
The documentation on this bird was exceptional, 
including a written description, photos, and audio of 
a singing bird.  This is the fourteenth  record of 
Henslow’s Sparrow it was added to the rarities list in 
1996.  Duke Farms in Somerset has been a good site 
for this species, with breeding confirmed on at least 
two occasions.  This bird persisted for a month 
during the breeding season, suggesting it was 
defending a territory.  
 
Le Conte's Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii (40) 
• 2015-009. 17 – 18 March 2014. Stone Harbor, 

Cape May Co. G. Davis, T. Johnson, S. 
Galick(ph), M. Crewe(ph). 

• 2015-066. 12 October 2014.  Cape May, Cape 
May Co.  B. Jesup*(ph). 

 
This attractive skulker is highly sought after during 
fall migration, and occasionally discovered during 
winter.  Due to their propensity to scurry through 
cover, Le Conte’s Sparrows, like all Ammodramus 
sparrows, can be difficult to relocate once 
encountered.  The Stone Harbor bird was found by 
birders searching for the Smith’s Longspur and may 
have wintered in the area. The Cape May individual 
was the fortieth record of the species in New Jersey, 
occurring around the peak of their migration window.  
Although written documentation was lacking, as 
excellent photo of this bird was submitted to the 
committee. 
 
“Oregon” Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis 

oreganus group (16) 
• 2015-032. 30 October 2013. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. R. Wright*(ph), M. Halsey. 
• 2015-021. 13 – 14 May 2014. Pt. Pleasant 

Beach, Ocean Co. C. LaBastille(ph).  
• 2015-074. 4 November 2014. Princeton, 

Mercer Co. D. Wilcove*(ph). 
 
Since being added to the review list in 1996 there 
have been sixteen accepted records of Oregon Junco 
in New Jersey.  The latter two records were well-
photographed accepted and show a dark hooded bird 



with warm brown back plumage, typical of a true 
oreganus.   Many of the non-eastern Dark-eyed 
Junco’s are lumped into the oreganus group, but 
many are likely Cassier Junco (Junco hyemalis 
cismontanus), or some muddled intergrade from the 
west.  Although cismontanus is highly variable they 
tend to have a grayer back than oreganus. 
Powdermill Banding station in south-west 
Pennsylvania has banded over 35,000 Junco’s, 
approximately 10-15% of these birds have been 
identified as cismontanus; Vic Fazio, the former 
bander in charge at Long Point Observatory, southern 
Ontario,  has stated that 12-14% of Juncos captured 
over several years were “intergrades”. Cassier Junco 
(cismontanus) would appear to be much more 
common on the east coast than oreganus.  The Sandy 
Hook bird may be cismontanus. 
 
Western Tanager  Piranga ludoviciana (45) 
• 2015-078. 21 – 30 November 2014. Cape 

May, Cape May Co. S. Galick*(ph), K. 
Lukens*(ph), M. O’Brien, m.ob. 

 
This young female Western Tanager was obliging as 
it lingered for a week, often perched in the open 
allowing great views and photo opportunities.  The 
committee was provided with excellent photos and 
written documentation for this bird.  This was the 
forty-fifth record of Western Tanager in New Jersey, 
and as most other records it appeared in the fall. Only 
seven birds have been recorded in the spring. 

This female Western Tanager spent the last ten days of 
November at the Rea farm (the Beanery) in Cape May, where it 
was enjoyed by many. Photo/S. Galick. 
 
Painted Bunting Passerina ciris (50) 
• 2015-001. 1 January 2014 – 21 March 2014. 

Cape May, Cape May Co. S. Brown, K. 
Lukens*(ph), m.ob. 

• 2015-031. 26 – 27 April 2014. Cape May, 
Cape May Co. K. Lukens*(ph). 

• 2015-027. 25 – 26 May 2014. Cape May, 
Cape May Co. B. Allen, E. Creveling, D. 
Nicosia(ph), J. Amesbury(ph), m.ob. 

 
 
Painted Buntings, both male and female (or immature 
males) have been appearing in New Jersey with 
increasing frequency in recent years. This year’s crop 
was all male and all in Cape May. All three were 
well-documented and the first stayed for almost three 
months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Painted Bunting has become an annual visitor to New Jersey 
during past decade, with both males and females being seen. 
This handsome male was present at Hidden Valley for three 
days in May. Photo/D. Nicosia. 
 
Brewer’s Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus (20) 
• 2015-012 9 February 2014, Woodstown, Salem 

Co. W. Cairo, H. Simmons. 
 
Identification of Brewer’s Blackbird in the winter can 
be tricky, due to possible confusion with Rusty 
Blackbird and short-tailed Common Grackles. This 
male was well-described from a traditional site for 
this western species. 
 
 
NOT ACCEPTED 
 
Barrow’s Goldeneye Bucephala islandica 
• 2015-022. 16 May 2014. Wyckoff, Bergen Co. 
• 2015-047. 9 January 2014. Liberty SP, Hudson 

Co. 
 
Although the bird in the photograph from Wyckoff is 
a drake Barrow’s Goldeneye, the extremely late date, 



unusual location, and lack of additional details led the 
Committee to not accept the report. The Committee 
did not believe that the description of the Liberty SP 
female ruled out Common Goldeneye. 
 
Thick-billed Murre Uria lomvia 
• 2015-007. 5 March 2014. Bayonne, Hudson Co. 
 
This injured bird was found on a ship that 
subsequently docked in Bayonne. Although it was 
later released nearby, there is no evidence that it was 
present in New Jersey waters before it was found on 
the ship. 
 
Thayer’s Gull Larus thayeri 
• 2015-002. 16 January 2014. Sussex Co. Landfill, 

Sussex Co. 
 
The Committee has been very conservative in 
accepting reports of Thayer’s Gull without 
supporting photos. In this case, the written 
description was not strong enough to convince the 
Committee to accept the report. 
 
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica 
• 2015-069. 18 October 2014. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. 
 
This was a difficult call due to the observer’s very 
brief and distant glimpse of this “flying field mark.” 
Although the majority of the Committee voted to 
accept the report, it fell just short of the requisite 
number for acceptance.  
 
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus 
• 2015-028. 29 May 2014. Lafayette, Sussex Co. 
 
This item was considered based on a photo received 
second-hand. The very blurry photo shows what may 
be a partially obscured Loggerhead Shrike. Without 
any supporting details, the Committee could not 
accept it as a record of a species that has become 
extremely rare in the state. 
 
Painted Redstart Mioborus pictus 
• 2015-013. 3 April. Logan Twp., Gloucester Co. 
 
A tantalizing report, but the description did not rule 
out other possibilities for such an outstanding rarity. 
Unfortunately, no photos were taken. 
 

Le Conte’s Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii 
• 2015-072. 28 October 2014. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. 
 
This description of the bird was interesting, but the 
Committee concluded that, lacking photos, it did not 
rule out other, more common species. 
 
Painted Bunting Passerina ciris 
• 2015-076. 8 November 2014. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. 
 
The description of this female-plumaged bunting was 
not convincing. 
 
Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta 
• 2015-065. 9 September 2014. Avalon, Cape May 

Co. 
 
This bird that flew in off the ocean at the Avalon sea 
watch was identified by its call note. Unfortunately, 
no supporting documentation was received. 
 
Brewer’s Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 
• 2015-046. 30 March 2014. Leesburg, 

Cumberland Co. 
 
The Committee concluded that one of the two birds 
in the photos was a Rusty Blackbird, but could not 
determine from the photos whether the other was a 
Rusty or Brewer’s Blackbird. 
 
PROVENANCE UNCERTAIN 
 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 
• 2015-010. 23 March – 6 April 2014. Cape May, 

Cape May Co. 
 
The identity of this male Eurasian Tree Sparrow that 
spent two weeks visiting feeders around Cape May 
Point is not in question, but its provenance is. Three 
potential scenarios were discussed at length – the bird 
arrived on the East Coast via a ship from Europe or 
Asia, it escaped from a cage, or it was a genuine 
vagrant from the established population around St. 
Louis, Missouri. Although not frequently recorded as 
a vagrant, there are many records from surrounding 
states, several records from Ontario, one from 
Massachusetts (not accepted by the Massachusetts 
Avian Records Committee), and the species occurs 
annually at Whitefish Point in the Upper Peninsula of 



Michigan, a known vagrant trap. Following a lengthy 
discussion, the Committee voted 9 – 2 to accept the 
record as a vagrant of wild provenance. However, for 
a species to be added to the NJ State List, only a 
single dissenting vote is allowed. 


