
New Jersey Bird Records Committee 
 — Annual Report 2016 

by Vince Elia, Paul Guris, John Klizas, Frank Sencher, Jr., and 
Bill Boyle 

 
The New Jersey Bird Records Committee (hereafter 
“NJBRC” or “the Committee”) held meetings on 15 
November 2015 at Cape May and 26 March 2016 at 
Middletown. One hundred twenty-nine reports were 
considered and voted. There was one new addition to 
the New Jersey state list in 2015, so the grand total of 
the New Jersey State List stands at 477 species 
through 2015. New to the list is Prairie Falcon. The 
current State List and the current NJBRC Review 
List are available on the Committee web site at 
<http://www.njbrc.com >. Click on Lists and Annual 
Reports. 
 
Voting NJBRC members during the period covered 
by this report were Tom Boyle, Tom Brown, Vince 
Elia, Mike Fritz, Sam Galick, Paul Guris, Jonathan 
Klizas, Linda Mack, Tom Reed, Frank Sencher, Jr., 
and Dick Veit. Vince Elia was elected Committee 
Chair at the March 2016 meeting. Non-voting 
member Bill Boyle continued as Secretary.  
 
Reports should be sent to <njbrcreport@gmail.com>, 
or via snail mail to Bill Boyle, Secretary, NJBRC, 13 
Strawberry Lane, Cape May, NJ 08204. In addition, 
the NJBRC website can be found at 
<http://www.njbrc.com/ >. 
 
The NJBRC would also like to thank all the observers 
who submitted documentation during the past year. 
The Committee would have an impossible job 
without the support of these birders. Although digital 
photography has made the documentation of many 
rarities easier, there is still an important place for 
field notes; good notes can strengthen the case made 
by photos of less-than-stellar quality. 
 
Field notes can also make the case for rare birds that 
are recorded only as brief mentions on the Internet. If 
you see a Review List bird and post a report to an e-
mail list, please take a little extra time and submit a 
description to the NJBRC as well. Although the 

identification of rarities with no supporting details is 
often correct it cannot be accepted as part of the 
historical record, which relies on supporting evidence 
that can be consulted by researchers many years in 
the future. Even a brief description, or a sketch by an 
avowed non-artist, can be enough to support an 
observation well enough to add it to the official 
record. 
 
The format used to present data is standardized. 
Records are grouped by Committee actions, with 
Accepted records listed first, followed by reports that 
the Committee did not accept (identification was not 
sufficiently supported by the documentation 
supplied), and then a group for records treated 
specially. Within each group, records are presented in 
phylogenetic order (according to the A.O.U. Check-
list, 7th edition and supplements). For each species, 
the English and scientific names are given, followed 
by the current total of accepted state records. The 
record(s) considered by the Committee are then 
listed, arranged by date. For each record entry, the 
internal NJBRC index number is given, followed by 
date, location, and county. If the report involved 
more than one individual, the number of birds is 
given following the location; all records involve a 
single bird unless otherwise noted. Then, for accepted 
records, data on finders and documenters are given. 
The finder’s name, if known, is listed first, followed 
by a semicolon and the names of the other observers 
who submitted some form of documentation to the 
Committee (in alphabetical order), accompanied by 
symbols: “*” indicates that written documentation 
was submitted; “ph” denotes a photo or videotape. 
Following these data, comments are provided to 
explain important or interesting aspects of the 
records. 
 
Other abbreviations used: Co. = County; NJAS = 
New Jersey Audubon Society; NWR = National 
Wildlife Refuge; Res. = Reservoir; SP = State Park; 



Twp. = Township; WMA = Wildlife Management 
Area. 
 
ACCEPTED RECORDS 
 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna 

autumnalis (12) 
● 2016-050. 8 July – 9 September 2015. Salem 

County (up to 5). fide B. Bassett, D. Weber* (ph), 
S. Keller* (ph), m.ob. 

 
This southern species has now been seen in six of the 
past seven years in the state.  The majority of the 
records have been along the Atlantic coast and this 
represents the first record for Salem County.  These 
long staying birds were first found by a non-birder 
who photographed them perched on top of their 
neighbor's chimney.  Up to 5 birds were present and 
they were seen at multiple locations during their stay. 
 
Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchos (10) 
● 2016-013. 11 March 2015. Lake Takanassee, 

Monmouth Co. D. Sanders (ph). 
 
The population of this Greenland-breeding goose 
continues to increase. This population increase, along 
with observers looking at wintering flocks of geese 
with greater scrutiny, has led to more reports in the 
northeastern US.  This species has now been seen 
annually in the state since the first record in 
2011.  This bird was nicely photographed at Lake 
Takanassee on the only day it was known to be 
present. 

A one-day wonder at Lake Takanassee, March 11 2015. 
Photo/D. Sanders. 
 
“Black” Brant Branta bernicla nigricans (27) 
● 2016-097. 26 – 30 December 2015. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. J. Denesevich* (ph), T. Boyle. 
 
The year’s only record of this subspecies of Brant 

consisted of a single bird at Sandy Hook.  This 
sighting was well documented with notes and 
photos.  Most sightings of this subspecies have 
occurred along the North Shore. 

A very obvious “Black Brant” at Sandy Hook. Photo/J. 
Denesevich 
 
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis (25) 
● 2016-097. 20 December 2015. Belford, 

Monmouth Co. T. Boyle* (ph). 
 
Barnacle Geese are experiencing the same trend as 
Pink-footed Geese.   Barnacle Geese have now been 
recorded in eight out of the past nine years.  This 
record was of a single bird which was well 
photographed accompanying a flock of Canada 
Geese.   Observers should be aware of hybrids with 
Canada Geese and Cackling Geese which could be 
mistaken for a pure Barnacle Goose. 
 
Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator (3) 
● 2016-024. 4 March 2012. Ringwood SP, Passaic 

Co. J. Muratore (ph), M. Wolfe (ph), J. Kuehlke.  
● 2016-023. 5 May – 6 June 2015. Palmyra, 

Burlington Co. G. Mahler, S. Keller* (ph), m.ob. 
 
This species was first accepted to the official state list 
in 2013.  Observers need to use caution when 
recording this species since captive origin Trumpeter 
Swans are known from the region.  There were two 
accepted records of Trumpeter Swan.  The first 
record was of a single bird back in 2012 at Ringwood 
State Park.  The second record was of a single bird at 
Palmyra.  Both birds were photographed and neither 
bird exhibited any signs of being from captive origin. 
 
Barrow's Goldeneye Bucephala islandica (21) 
● 2016-008. 21 January – 24 February 2015. 

Phillipsburg, Warren Co. M. Sabatine* (ph), M. 
Hiotis*, m.ob. 



The majority of reports for this species are from 
along the coast.  This female was seen along the 
Delaware River in Warren County and may have 
been the same bird that was present about 15 miles 
upstream the previous winter.  Observers should use 
great care when identifying female Barrow's 
Goldeneye versus the expected Common Goldeneye. 
 
Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica (31) 
● 2016-063. 19 October 2015. Avalon, Cape May 

Co. T. Reed*. 
● 2016-101. 24 October 2015. Avalon, Cape May 

Co. S. Haas*. 
 
There were two accepted reports of Pacific Loon and 
both were fly-bys at the Avalon Sea Watch.  Both 
reports were well described and eliminated the 
expected other loon species.   Pacific Loon has now 
been seen annually in each of the past seven years. 
 
 
Black-capped Petrel Pterodroma hasitata (5) 
● 2016-033. 25 May 2015. Pelagic off Cape May 

near Spencer Canyon. T. Johnson (ph), T. Reed 
(ph), m.ob. 

 
This bird was seen on an offshore pelagic trip and 
represents the 5th accepted state record.  Many 
excellent photographs were taken of the bird leaving 
those not on the trip speechless.  This record 
represents the first spring record of this species in NJ 
waters.  The other four records come from the late 
summer/early fall time period, two from land after 
hurricanes. 

Beautifully photographed on a spring pelagic trip. Photo/T. 
Johnson.  
 
 
 

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus  From land 
since Jan. 2013 (2) 

● 2016-022a. 28 June 2015. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. T. Reed*, M. O’Brien*. (2) 

● 2016-107. 6 November 2015. Avalon, Cape May 
Co. S. Haas*. 

  
While Manx Shearwater regularly occurs in the 
offshore waters off NJ, sightings from land are 
always noteworthy.  Two birds flew closely by Cape 
May Point in June and another was a well-described 
bird from the Avalon Sea Watch. 
 
Leach's Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa (12) 
● 2016-034. 25 May 2015. Pelagic off Cape May 

near Spencer Canyon. T. Reed (ph), T. Johnson 
(ph), m.ob. (3) 

● 2016-108. 17 August 2015. Pelagic off Cape May 
near Spencer Canyon. T Reed*, J. Stippick (ph), 
m.ob. (6) 

 
This deep-water species continues to be found with 
increasing frequency on offshore pelagic trips.  There 
were two accepted records for Leach's Storm-Petrel 
and they both occurred on such trips.  Both records 
involved multiple birds with one trip in May and the 
other in August. 
 
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma castro 

 (12) 
● 2016-109. 17 August 2015. Pelagic off Cape May 

near Spencer Canyon. T. Reed* (ph), m.ob. (10). 
 
This deep-water species, like the similar Leach's 
Storm-Petrel, continues to be found with increasing 
frequency on offshore pelagic trips.  There was one 
accepted record on an offshore trip in August which 
is within the expected time in NJ waters.  This record 
involved multiple birds which were well described 
and photographed. 
  
Masked Booby Sula dactylatra (2) 
● 2016-061. 15 October 2015. Avalon, Cape May 

Co., S. Haas*. 
 
This 1st cycle bird was seen from the Avalon Sea 
Watch by an experienced observer.  The observer 
wrote a detailed description which eliminated similar 
species, including a Brown Booby which was seen 
the previous day by the same observer.   This sighting 
represents a second state record. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bonxie88/17918040710


Brown Booby Sula leucogaster (15) 
● 2016-059. 14 October 2015. Avalon, Cape May 

Co. S. Haas*. 
● 2016-087. 23 November 2015. Avalon to Cape 

May, Cape May Co. S. Haas*, M. Lanzone, K. 
Lukens. 

 
There were two accepted reports and they were seen 
just over a month apart, representing the 14th and 
15th state records.  Both sightings were well 
described by experienced observers.  This first report 
was seen on 14 October at the Avalon Sea Watch 
where a Masked Booby was seen the following 
day.  The second report occurred on 23 November 
and was also seen at the Avalon Sea Watch.  After 
the initial observation, the bird was subsequently 
seen further south along the coast by multiple 
observers.  
 
Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus 

  (2) 
● 2016-021. 26 March – 11 June 2015. Clinton, 

Hunterdon Co. F. Sencher* (ph), A. Mart, m.ob. 
● 2016-092. 14 October 2015. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. T. Johnson (ph), M. Roach (ph). 
 
Presumably the same bird from 2014 returned to the 
Clinton area during 2015, using the same roosting 
spots as the previous year.   A second Neotropic 
Cormorant was photographed as a flyover at Higbee 
Beach Dike although it was not identified until the 
photographs were reviewed.  There have been an 
increase of Neotropic Cormorants in the region and 
closer scrutiny of cormorants might reveal even 
more. 

The long tail and limited orange throat patch help separate this 
Neotropic Cormorant from its larger cousin. Photo/T. Johnson 
 
 

White Ibis Eudocimus albus (39) 
● 2016-043. 30 June – 20 July. Ocean City, Cape 

May Co. S. Hill (ph), K. Lukens, W. Cairo, m.ob. 
● 2016-045. 22 – 28 July 2015. Fort Mott, Salem 

Co. D. Weber (ph), J. Kiger (ph), S. Keller*. (2) 
● 2016-046. 23 July – 29 August 2015. S. Whittle*, 

S. Wilson (ph). (1 – 3) 
● 2016-047. 28 July 2015. Forsythe NWR, Atlantic 

Co. E. Hann 
● 2016-048. 3 August 2015. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. K. Lukens* (ph), B. Filemyr, M. 
Rosengarten. 

● 2016-049. 5 August – 3 September 2015. Cape 
May, Cape May Co. V. Elia*, R. Emelander (ph), 
K. Lukens* (ph). (3) 

● 2016-052. 24 July – 8 August 2015. Fairfield, 
Essex Co. D. Desjardins* (ph). 

● 2016-115. 6 September 2015. Whitesbog, 
Burlington Co. J. Schill (ph). 

 
White Ibis made an impressive showing in the state 
in 2015 with eight accepted records.  Most of the 
records were along the coast but a couple were 
observed away from the coast.   While nearly annual 
in the state, this represents the most White Ibis in the 
state since being added to the review list in 1996. 

The first of many White Ibis in New Jersey during summer 2015, this 
sub-adult bird was at the Ocean City heronry for three weeks. Photo/K. 
Lukens. 
 
Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni (46) 
● 2016-060. 15 – 16 October 2015. Cape May, 

Cape May Co. C. Sutton, M. O’Brien (ph), K. 
Lukens (ph). 

● 2016-077. 24 October 2015. Jersey City, Hudson 
Co. S. Marchese (ph). 



● 2016-083. 20 – 21 November 2015. Cape May, 
Cape May Co. S. Magee, M. Lanzone, K. Lukens. 

 
Three reports of Swainson's Hawks had adequate 
documentation and were accepted by the 
Committee.  While Swainson's Hawk is almost 
annual in NJ, especially in Cape May, it remains on 
the review list.  Observers are encouraged to submit 
their sightings to the Committee. Several other 
reports were insufficiently documented. The Jersey 
City record represents the first for Hudson County 
and one of the few for northern New Jersey. 
  
Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonatus (2) 

● 2016-057. 23 September 2015. Cape May, Cape 
May Co. J. Drucker*, M. Crewe (ph), M. O’Brien 
(ph), K. Lukens* (ph). 

Zone-tailed Hawk was seen for the second year in a 
row at Cape May and is almost certainly a returning 
bird.  The report of this bird from Lighthouse Point in 
Connecticut on September 20 put the Cape May 
birders on high alert and they were not disappointed.  
This bird seems to have quite the migration path with 
records from Nova Scotia to Virginia in these two 
years.  Last year it appeared in Cape May on 
September 27, so its appearance was right on time.   
 
Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinicus (68) 
● 2016-026. 9 May 2015. Beach Haven, Ocean Co. 

T. Ginaven (ph). 
● 2016-089. 9 January 2014. Clermont, Cape May 

Co. Found by Hans Toft. Specimen to Academy 
of Natural Sciences. 

Purple Gallinules are now nearly annual in the state 
and can show up in odd places.  The May bird was an 
adult photographed walking in a parking lot.  The 
January bird was found dead along the road and came 
to the committee’s attention when dead birds were 
picked up at Cape May Bird Observatory for the 
Academy of Natural Sciences study skin collection. 

 
Wilson's Plover Charadrius wilsonia (23) 
● 2016-044. 23 July 2015. Stone Harbor, Cape May 

Co. T. Reed*. 

A well-described sighting by an experienced 
observer.  Wilson’s Plover has recently been a bit 

less than annual, but most recent records are from 
Stone Harbor.   
 
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica (6) 
● 2016-019. April 26 – May 2 2015. Forsythe 

NWR, Atlantic Co. M. Sieges* (ph), m.ob. 

Right on time and in the right place, this assumed 
returning bird first appeared in 2010 and has been 
reported annually with the exception of 2012.  The 
arrival date this year, however, was the earliest 
recorded. 
 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea (38) 
● 2016-055. 21 – 27 September 2015. Forsythe 

NWR, Atlantic Co. H. Tomlinson (ph), J. 
Amesbury (ph), D. Freiday*, J. DiMaio. 

● 2016-099. 22 December 2015. M. Danzenbaker* 
(ph). 

Both of these birds were juveniles, the first records of 
a non-adult since 1996. The fall record is unusual, 
with just two other past records after August. The 
date of the winter record is unprecedented in New 
Jersey and exceedingly rare in North America at that 
season. Birds without any sign of alternate plumage 
require care to be separated from Dunlin which may 
be part of the reason for the lack of records after 
summer.  Notable is the fact that this is the first year 
since 2006 that no records were accepted for 
Heislerville. 

 
This Curlew Sandpiper at Forsythe NWR in September, was a juvenile, 
a plumage rarely seen in New Jersey. Photo/M. Ofenloch. 
 
Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius From land 
since Jan. 2013 (12) 
● 2016-085. 4 October 2015. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. T. Boyle* (ph). 
● 2016-110. 3 – 5 October 2015. Allentown, 

Mercer Co. M. Doscher, C. Brown, F. Hutter, S. 
Walker (ph), K. Moneta (ph). 



● 2016-112. 10 November 2015. Avalon, Cape 
May Co. T. Reed* (ph). 

All three records were well seen and well 
photographed but even with excellent photos, the 
Sandy Hook bird caused quite a bit of discussion as 
to its identity as Red Phalarope or Red-necked 
Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus, both within the 
committee and several people providing expert 
opinions.  This record helped illustrate the difficulty 
that can sometimes be encountered with these two 
species in the fall.  By winter most Red Phalaropes 
have attained much grayer dorsal plumage making 
separation easier, but at a time when Red-necked has 
completely left our area. 
 
South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormicki (20) 
● 2016-035. 25 May 2015. Pelagic off Cape May 

near Spencer Canyon. T. Johnson (ph), T. Reed 
(ph), m.ob. 

● 2016-035a. 25 May 2015. Pelagic off Cape May 
near Spencer Canyon. T. Johnson (ph), T. Reed 
(ph), m.ob. 

● 2016-035b. 1 June 2015.  Pelagic south of 
Hudson Canyon. D. Gochfeld (ph), L. Musher 
(ph), m.ob. 

Spring is historically a good time for this species in 
our area, but they are typically far offshore.  Birds 
were found on two organized pelagic trip, one 
leaving from New Jersey and one straying into New 
Jersey pelagic waters from New York.  The New 
York trip had another 5 individuals just north of New 
Jersey.  All birds were found in warm, blue water 
adjacent to significantly cooler green water with 
striking temperature breaks of as much as 11°F. 

This was the first of two South Polar Skuas found on the May 25 
pelagic trip. Photo/T. Johnson. 
 
 

Dovekie Alle alle From land since Jan. 2013 (22) 
● 2016-025. 12 February 2015. Absecon, Atlantic 

Co. J. Amesbury (ph). 
● 2016-025a. 1 January 2015.  Barnegat Light, 

Ocean Co. F. Ventura, H. Brown. 
● 2016-025b. 1 January 2015. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. C. Krilowicz. 
● 2016-025c. 3 January 2015.  Ocean City, Cape 

May Co. J. Cuomo. 
● 2016-025d. 11 January 2015.  Avalon, Cape May 

Co. T. Reed. 
● 2016-025e. 19 January 2015.  Wildwood Crest, 

Cape May Co. T. Reed. 
● 2016-025f. 23 January 2015.  Wildwood Crest, 

Cape May Co. K. Horn, W. Cairo. 
● 2016-025g. 27 January 2015.  Cape May, Cape 

May Co. T. Johnson. 
● 2016-025h. 4 February 2015.  Wildwood Crest, 

Cape May Co. T. Reed. 
● 2016-081. 18 November 2015. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. M. O’Brien*. 

An excellent number of sightings were recorded from 
shore in early 2015.  While common offshore both in 
migration and wintering in proper water conditions, 
Dovekies are seen much less frequently from shore.  
Even when visible from shore, they are very small 
and easily overlooked when scanning for larger 
species. 
 
Thick-billed Murre Uria lomvia (18) 
● 2016-003. 19 January 2015. Pt. Pleasant Beach, 

Ocean Co. A. Tsongas* (ph). 
● 2016-004. 12 February 2015. Manasquan Inlet, 

Ocean Co. G. Prelich* (ph), A. Della Fave, V. 
Nichnadowicz, S. Streich, B. Schweinhart (ph). 

● 2016-005. 12 February 2015. Bradley Beach, 
Monmouth Co. Unknown observer. 

● 2016-006. 12 February 2015. Absecon, Atlantic 
Co. J. Amesbury*(ph). 

● 2016-006a. 11 February 2015. Barnegat Light, 
Ocean Co.  C. Licata 

● 2016-006b. 14 February 2015. Sandy Hook, 
Monmouth Co.  L. Mack, S. Barnes. 

New Jersey experienced a small invasion of this 
species in mid-February.  Photographs showed the 
bumpy-headed look, bill shape, and even molt that 
proceeds from the eye down to the throat that are 
characteristic of this species. Interestingly this 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bonxie88/17919509969


species is much more expected than Common Murre 
Uria aalge from land while the latter is usually 
expected on organized pelagic birding trips that travel 
beyond 10 miles from shore. 

February 2015 produced the biggest influx of Thick-billed Murres to 
the state in many years. Photo/G. Prelich. 
 
Franklin's Gulls Leucophaeus pipixcan (28) 
● 2016-073. 13 – 22 November 2015. Hundreds 

reported in ten different counties. m.ob. 

New Jersey and other Atlantic coastal states saw an 
unprecedented invasion of Franklin’s Gulls in 
November. Through the use of modern 
telecommunications by birders in multiple places in 
the Cape May area, it was determined that over 300 
individuals were seen on November 13.  Smaller 
numbers were seen on subsequent days.  An excellent 
write-up on the phenomenon is available at eBird. 
    http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/frgu2015/ 

Part of a flock of 60+ Franklin’s Gulls off the Cape May Convention 
Center, November 13, 2015. Photo/T. Johnson. 
 
Thayer’s Gull Larus thayeri (14) 
● 2016-014. 30 March 2015. Spruce Run Reservoir, 

Hunterdon Co. F. Sencher Jr., R. Fergus, m.ob. 
● 2016-015. 11 April 2015. Morgan, Middlesex Co. 

T. Smith (ph).  

Thayer’s Gulls and “Kumlien’s” Iceland Gulls can be 
notoriously difficult to identify definitively.  
Committee members are in general agreement that 
any report of this species must meet all criteria of a 
very typical Thayer’s Gull, though the use of the 
word “typical” may also cause some debate.  Both of 
these records were accepted on the agreement that 
they represented birds that were typical for this 
species and fell outside any known variation for 
Kumlien’s. 
 
Pioneering work done in Newfoundland on variation 
in the wingtip patterns of adults showed continuous 
variation from nominate Iceland Gulls to Thayer’s.  
To read about this, refer to “Identification and 
Variation in Winter Adult Kumlien’s Gulls”, Howell 
& Mactavish, published Jan. 2003 in Alula. The 
article is available at this web site:  http://gull-
research.org/papers/papers4/Identification%20and%2
0Variation%20of%20Winter%20Adult%20Kumlien's
%20Gulls.pdf 
 
Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus (46) 
● 2016-069. 2 October 2015. Avalon, Cape May 

Co. J. Drucker*, S. Haas*, S. Wilson*. 

An adult and a juvenile were photographed together 
in high winds.  Most records of this species in New 
Jersey are storm related. 
 
Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea (22) 
● 2016-036. 25 May 2015. Pelagic off Cape May 

near Spencer Canyon. T. Johnson (ph), T. Reed 
(ph), m.ob. (5) 

● 2016-036a. 1 June 2015.  Pelagic south of 
Hudson Canyon.  D. Gochfeld, m.ob. (3) 

A flock of 5 birds were found on the May 25 pelagic 
trip, feeding together. The boat followed them for 
some time allowing for excellent photographs and 
observations of all necessary field marks.  Three 
birds were seen with one well photographed on the 
June 1 trip from Lewes, DE, that had crossed into 
New Jersey pelagic waters. 
 
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica (59) 
● 2016-001. 2 January 2015. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. T. Reed*. 
● 2016-028. 22 May 2015. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. T. Reed*. 
● 2016-031. 25 May 2015. Pemberton, Burlington 

Co. K. Prendergast (ph). 



● 2016-032. 26 May 2015. Wildwood, Cape May 
Co. T. Johnson*, T. Reed, C. Davis. 

● 2016-032a. 26 May 2015. Sandy Hook, 
Monmouth Co. L. Fanning (ph). 

● 2016-053. 15 September 2015. Cape May, Cape 
May Co. C. Busch, C. Marks, S. Galick (ph). 

● 2016-106. 31 December 2015 – 2 January 2016. 
P. Belardo* (ph), S. Albert (ph), m.ob. 

Starting in 2002 this species began being reported 
almost annually.  Since 2012 the number of annual 
records continues to climb.  The bulk of the records 
continue to be from Cape May and Sandy Hook, 
although the Pemberton and Piscataway bring the 
total of inland sighting to four. At a count of 7 
records, 2015 tied 2014 for the most discoveries of 
this species in a year. 
 
Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus 

alexandri (5) 
● 2016-086. 7 – 8 November 2015. Medford, 

Burlington Co. R. & D. Bynum* (ph), T. Bailey, 
S. Keller* (ph). 

Separation from Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Archilochus colubris can be extremely difficult in 
any plumage other than adult male.  In this case a 
series of photographs taken from multiple angles 
provided the field marks necessary to confirm the 
identification. This is just the fifth record of the 
species in New Jersey and the first since 2006. 
 
Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus (39) 
● 2016-080. 18 November – 12 December 2015. 

Princeton, Mercer Co. L. Eaton* (ph), J. Parris 
(ph), m.ob. 

This bird was an adult male with almost no green 
visible in its plumage, making verification an easy 
task.  There are now nearly 40 records of this species 
for the state, with another 32 identified only as 
selasphorus sp. though the bulk of these are likely 
this species as well. 
 
Calliope Hummingbird Selasphorus calliope (10) 
● 2016-068. 24 October – 24 November 2015. 

Villas, Cape May Co. K. Flynn, M. O’Brien* 
(ph), W. Cairo (ph), J. Cuomo (ph), m.ob. 

Another difficult to identify hummingbird species 
that was verified through the availability of excellent 

photographs, including one particularly excellent 
spread tail shot. 
 
Crested Caracara Caracara cheriway (6) 
● 2016-067. 31 October 2015. Franklin Twp., 

Somerset Co. A. Oley (ph). 
● 2016-067. 26 December 2015– 3 January 2016, 

Holland Twp., Hunterdon Co. D. Harrison, F. 
Sencher Jr. (ph),  m.ob.          

A Crested Caracara in Franklin Township, Somerset 
County provided a Halloween surprise for one 
individual. A photograph was obtained but, despite 
searching, the Caracara was not seen again that day. 
The Crested Caracaras visiting New Jersey in recent 
years have a pattern of wandering. It was deemed by 
the New Jersey Bird Records Committee that the 
well-documented Crested Caracara in Hunterdon 
County was the same individual as seen in Somerset. 
The Hunterdon Caracara is noteworthy as it is 
missing its left eye. This is the fourth consecutive 
year of Crested Caracara sightings in New Jersey. 
New Jersey is not alone in the northeast with the 
recent development of Caracara sightings. 2013-15 
has reports from Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, 
New York (Orange County), Québec and Nova 
Scotia.  

Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus (19)  
• 2016-012. 28 February 2015. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. S. Barnes, L. Mack, et al. 

A sighting to remember for a New Jersey Audubon 
field trip that is well described by experienced 
observers. The falcon was visible for only a few 
minutes near Spermaceti Cove, but this was long 
enough for the observers to study the subject as it 
roosted on a utility pole. Flight features are also 
noted as it flew north. The raptor was not relocated 
despite extensive searching. Interestingly, another 
Gyrfalcon spent the month of February in Ulster 
County, New York. 

Prairie Falcon Falco mexicanus (1) 
• 2016-016. 29 March 2015. Mill Creek Marsh, 

Secaucus, Hudson Co. L. Valance (ph), J. Curtiss. 

This is a remarkable first state record. A “light-
colored hawk” was seen and photographed eating a 
meal in the shallow waters during low tide at Mill 
Creek Marsh. Email correspondences eventually 



reached an NJBRC member. Unbelievably, the 
“light-colored hawk” is a Prairie Falcon. The people 
who found it have many photos. None of the images 
show any signs of captivity. The date fits the 
wandering period for this species. A classic one-day 
wonder, as that is the only day it was viewed. In 
recent years, New Jersey has added Crested Caracara, 
Zone-tailed Hawk and Prairie Falcon to the state list. 
What next?   

New Jersey’s first Prairie Falcon was photographed eating a gull in 
Secaucus, but only identified days later. Photo/L. Valance 

Say’s Phoebe Sayornis saya (21) 
• 2016-062. 18-19 October 2015. Negri-Nepote 

Native Grassland Preserve, Somerset Co. J. 
Socolar, D. Schulman (ph). 

 
A well written account clinched by a photograph on 
the second day of this vagrant’s visit crowns this 
sighting as the first accepted record of Say’s Phoebe 
in Somerset County. This is the fourth state record in 
northern interior New Jersey with the other single 
records occurring in Bergen (1977), Passaic (2003) 
and Morris (2011). 
 
Ash-throated Flycatcher  Myiarchus cinerascens 

(67) 
• 2016-065. 22 October 2015. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. A. D’Onofrio, C. Buchanan, S. 
Barnes. 

• 2016-074. 15 – 24 November 2015. Cape May 
Co. M. Pasquarello (ph), T. Johnson (ph), m.obs. 

• 2016-091. 5 – 20 December. Cape May. D. 
Courtney (ph), K. Lukens, m.obs. 

• 2016-102. 27 December 2015 - 1 January 2016. 
Highland Park, Middlesex Co. P. Belardo*(ph), 
S. Albert*(ph). 

• 2016-114. 27 – 30  December 2015. Taylor 
Wildlife Preserve, Burlington Co. D. Kennedy, N. 
Sebastian (ph). 

 
This annual fall vagrant was well represented in 2015 
with five records occurring in the typical time span of 
October through December. Frequently, a one-day 
visitor to coastal locations, four of the five pale-
bellied Myiarchus records in 2015 are of extended 
stays. Two records are from inland locations: a first 
accepted county record for Middlesex and a second 
for Burlington. 
 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus (64) 
• 2016-020. 1 May 2015. Cape May Co. T. Reed, 

M. Crewe, et al. 
• 2016-027. 22 – 23 May 2015. Cape May Co. D. 

Payson, B. McMahon (ph), J. Cuomo, S. Wilson. 
• 2016-039. 17 June 2015. Cape May Co. M. 

Pitchon (ph), C. Masullo. 
• 2016-040. 17 June 2015. Pierce’s Point, Cape 

May Co. S. Galick (ph), et al. 
• 2016-088. 23 – 28 November 2015. Forsythe 

NWR, Atlantic Co. M. Hyett (ph), D. Tattoni, J. 
Denesevich (ph), m.obs. 

 
The regularity of Scissor-tailed Flycatcher sightings 
continues to build with thirteen in the years spanning 
2013-15. Of the sixty-four accepted state records, 
twenty-three have occurred since 2008. All of 2015’s 
reports are from the coast: the spring reports come 
from Cape May and the one autumn record is from 
Forsythe NWR (“Brig”). 
 
Bell’s Vireo Vireo bellii (10) 
• 2016-058. 11 – 15 October 2015. Cape May Co. 

T. Johanson, B. Roache, K. Lukens (ph), m.obs. 

The tenth state record of Bell’s Vireo was found near 
the concrete platform at Higbee Beach WMA. This 
secretive Vireo from the central and southwestern 
United States could be overlooked and needs 
thorough documentation and photographs for a 
conclusive identification. Fortunately, the Cape May 
report is well-described. The vireo was photographed 
and seen by many observers. All but one of the 
accepted state records are from Cape May, with the 
exception being the first state record from Island 
Beach State Park, Ocean County in 1959. A gentle 
increase in sightings the past four years may be due 



to better coverage by birders rather than an actual 
surge in the species’ movement eastward.  

This Bell’s Vireo was enjoyed by many during its five-day visit to Cape 
May. Photo/M. O’Brien. 

Townsend’s Solitaire Myadestes townsendi (14) 
• 2016-066. 31 October 2015. Cape May Co. A. 

Humann, M. O’Brien (ph), D. Gochfeld (ph), et 
al. 

A fortuitous sighting indeed as this rarity flew west 
over the dunes at Coral Avenue. The observers 
mention that it seemed to fly in off of the water. 
Along with expert descriptions of the individual, 
superb, diagnostic photos were obtained even as the 
bird was flying away. This is the second record of 
Townsend’s Solitaire for Cape May. 

Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius (27) 
• 2016-070. 7 November 2015 - 8 January 2016. 

Villas, Cape May Co. A. Jones (ph), M. Leighty, 
R. Horn (ph), m.obs.  

This long-staying female Varied Thrush proved very elusive 
despite remaining in the same general area at Cox Hall Creek 
WMA for two months. Photo/S. Whittle. 
 
 

Cape May’s second record of Varied Thrush, a 
female or immature, wintered at Cox Hall Creek 
WMA in Villas. Apparently this was a difficult 
individual to view with reports of fleeting glimpses if 
seen at all. Nonetheless, photos were obtained. The 
two-month stay far exceeds the previous Cape May 
record which was for one day only in December of 
2010 in Goshen. 
 
Bohemian Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus (19) 
• 2016-007. 15 – 19 February 2015. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. J. Denesevich* (ph), V. 
Nichnadowicz*, m.obs. 

• 2016-010. 25 February 2015. Lavalette, Ocean 
Co. B. Sullivan (ph). (3) 

• 2016-011. 26 – 27  February 2015. Island 
Beach S.P., Ocean Co. K. Knutsen, G. Prelich* 
(ph), C. Brown. 

2015 represents the first accepted records of 
Bohemian Waxwing in New Jersey since 2009. A 
single bird at Sandy Hook was observed and 
photographed by many at the Boy Scout Camp, and 
probably missed by even more people. Three 
Bohemian Waxwings briefly visited a feeder in 
Lavalette. One of the Waxwings is photographed. As 
the observer commented on Facebook: “They came 
in with the Starlings, and left with the Starlings.” The 
Island Beach State Park singleton was with a group 
of Cedar Waxwings and America Robins. It was seen 
and photographed by a few people over two days. 

This handsome Bohemian Waxwing was at Sandy Hook for five days in 
February 2015. Photo/J. Denesevich. 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/75795935@N08/22075922866/in/datetaken-public/


Henslow’s Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii (16) 
• 2016-076. 16 November 2015. Cape May Co. V. 

Elia, J. Amesbury (ph), M. O’Brien (ph). 
• 2016-103. 24 May - 25 July 2015. Somerset Co. 

A. Boyd (ph), J. Ellerbusch, J. Klizas, S. Lane 
(ph). 

The Cape May Henslow’s Sparrow was found by the 
gate at The Beanery (Rea’s Farm) and viewed by 
many observers. Excellent photographs confirm the 
identification. Now considered a rarity, and only on 
the New Jersey Review Species List since 1996, 
Henslow’s Sparrow has suffered the steepest decline 
of any grassland species since the 1960’s. Witmer 
Stone called the species a “common summer 
resident” of the Cape May Peninsula in the early 
decades of the 20th century.  

Bill Boyle’s The Birds of New Jersey: Status and 
Distribution mentions that the only breeding records 
in the state since 1972 are at Lakehurst (1994, 
sporadically seen since) and at private sections of 
Duke Farms, Somerset County in the 21st century. 
Two singing male Henslow’s Sparrows were 
observed at Duke Farms during the spring and 
summer of 2015. It is possible they are annual nesters 
here in recent years, if not longer. 

This Henslow’s Sparrow was a one-day wonder at Cape May, 
November 16, but was enjoyed by many. Photo/J. Amesbury. 
 
Le Conte’s Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii (42) 
• 2016-075. 15 – 16 November 2015. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. T. Boyle (ph), J. Demko (ph), L. 
& R. Fanning*, m.obs. 

2015’s lone record of this difficult skulker but annual 
fall visitor occurred at, where else, Sandy Hook. 
Thirteen of the forty-two accepted records of this 

species have occurred at The Hook. This individual 
was viewed by many, including a New Jersey 
Audubon field trip, and is convincingly represented 
in excellent photographs. The eBird database shows 
only a few records of this species during 2015 in the 
northeastern United States. The only records east of 
Ohio and north of South Carolina are of single 
individuals in North Carolina, Maryland, Sandy 
Hook NJ, Braddock Bay in upstate New York and a 
spring record in New Hampshire.  

Oregon Junco Junco hyemalis oreganus group (18) 
• 2016-002. 15 – 17 January 2015. Newfield, 

Gloucester Co. S. Stippick* (ph), J. Stippick. 
• 2016-084. 18 – 20 November 2015. Montclair, 

Essex Co. K. Klapper, S. Sorkin (ph). 

After a break of eight years, this subspecies is 
recorded in New Jersey with multiple reports for 
three consecutive years. Both sightings of 2015 
lingered for a few days and are well-documented and 
photographed. The Gloucester County was a feeder 
bird in a private yard. The November report is from 
the Montclair Hawk Watch. Separating Junco sub-
species and intergrades can be a daunting task. The 
two Juncos of this report show dark hoods with warm 
brown backs which is consistent with true oreganus.   

Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana (46) 
• 2016-018. 23 – 24 April 2015, Long Valley, 

Morris Co. A. Rand (ph). 

An unusual spring sighting is Morris County’s fourth 
accepted record of Western Tanager. An observant 
homeowner took photos of the Western Tanager at a 
bird feeder not realizing how rare it is in New Jersey. 
The homeowner contacted a neighbor who is a birder 
and verified the identification. The Tanager was not 
seen again. This is only the sixth accepted Western 
Tanager record occurring during the spring season in 
New Jersey. 

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris (59) 
• 2016-009. 1 February - 14 April 2015. Andover, 

Sussex Co. B. Juckett, J. Klizas*(ph), m.obs. 
• 2016-029. 2 – 25 May 2015. Cape May Co. B. 

Roache, B. Bassett (ph), K. Chelius. 
• 2016-037. 6 June 2015. Cape May Co. S. Rey. 
• 2016-054. 20 September 2015. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. T. Boyle (ph), L. Fanning*. 

https://download.ams.birds.cornell.edu/api/v1/asset/21085131/large?__hstc=60209138.9fd4645fad02f614c8f2cb33cfe1d9d8.1447173919503.1451138194939.1451230297265.42&__hssc=60209138.20.1451230297265&__hsfp=1274614142


• 2016-093. 11 December 2015. East Windsor, 
Mercer Co. E. Bird, M. DeLia (ph). 

• 2016-095. 18 December 2015 - 21 January 2016. 
West Caldwell, Essex Co. D. Blinder (ph), m.obs. 

• 2016-104. 15 September 2015. Cape May Co. S. 
Galick, D. Freiday.   

Painted Bunting sightings became an annual feature 
of the New Jersey avifauna in the mid-1990s with 
only three years missed since 1993.  The seven 
accepted records of 2015 ties the high count of 2011 
as the most in any one year. Four of the records are of 
males; three are of female types. The records of 2015 
cover the entire length of the state beginning with a 
wintering male in Sussex County, two spring records 
and one September fly-by in Cape May, first county 
records for both Mercer and Essex in December and 
the fourteenth record for Monmouth in September. 
Painted Bunting records are now accepted in fifteen 
of the twenty-one New Jersey counties. Cape May 
has the most with twenty records. 

This male Painted Bunting spent two and one-half months at an 
Andover feeder and was seen by dozens. Photo/A. Boyd. 
 
NOT ACCEPTED 
 
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 
• 2016-098. 21 November 2015, Hamilton, Mercer 

Co. 

There were several reports of Barnacle Goose during 
the reporting period, with one or more relating to 
apparent hybrids.  As far as could be determined, this 
particular individual was either one of the hybrids, or 
possibly one of the non-hybrids without sufficient 
documentation to include it for consideration. 
 

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 
• 2016-022. 3 January 2015, Spring Lake, 

Monmouth Co. 

There was a consensus among the committee that the 
bird in question likely involved a shearwater.  
However, there wasn’t enough detail in the 
description that would rule out Great Shearwater (or 
any black-and-white shearwater for that matter) 
except for a general sense of size. The date would 
suggest a Great Shearwater, more so than Manx, but 
any shearwater in January would need to be 
scrutinized closely, and this bird was seen only sitting 
on the water and seen at irregular intervals as it rose 
on the swells.  Also, it is important to note that 
visibility on the day involved was very poor.  In the 
end, there wasn’t enough conclusive evidence 
included with the report to accept the bird as a Manx 
Shearwater. 
 
Wood Stork Mycteria Americana 
• 2016-038. May 30, 2015 Del Haven, Cape May 

Co. 

This bird was likely a Wood Stork, but unfortunately, 
it was not well described.  The reason for this was, as 
in many other cases, the information gathered for this 
sighting was taken from eBird, and was not formally 
submitted to the records committee. While a 
comment such as “at first I thought it was ‘this’ and 
then realized it was ‘that’” may be fine for one’s own 
eBird account, it won’t even get it into the eBird 
database. Consequently, legitimate sightings of rare 
birds go unrecorded by the New Jersey Bird Records 
Committee, and appear nowhere other than on an 
individual’s personal eBird account.  If you intend to 
submit a record only to eBird (though we implore you 
to send any NJ sightings to the NJBRC), it’s 
important to write a thorough description. 
 
Masked Booby Sula dactylatra 
• 2016-094. 12 December 2015, approximately 75 

miles SE of Belmar, NJ. 

There are several incongruous elements to this report. 
The location of this sighting is somewhat uncertain.  
The reported water temperature was 53 degrees, but 
with warmer Gulf Stream waters a “few miles” to the 
east. The date, while excellent for Northern Gannet, 
does not seem to lend itself to the presence of a 
tropical Booby. And the sighting was reported 
originally as 1000 feet, but revised to about 350 



feet… a huge difference.  Granted that distances on 
the water are hard to judge, but there is a definite 
tendency to underestimate the distance than to 
overestimate it.  In any event, while the bird 
described does sound like a Sulid of some kind, it 
was determined by the committee that there were too 
many oddities surrounding the sighting to add it to 
the state list. 
 
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga 
• 2016-100. 20 December 2015, Moorestown, 

Burlington Co. 

This is another sighting gleaned from eBird, and as is 
more often true than not, there was not much detail.  
Other than some generalizations of color and 
structure, there was nothing about the description that 
would rule out Double-crested Cormorant. 
 
Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni 
• 2016-078. 18 October 2015, Cape May, Cape 

May Co. 
• 2016-082. 14 November 2015, Cape May, Cape 

May Co. 
• 2016-090. 4 December 2015, Cape May, Cape 

May Co. 

All three of these reports have two things in common: 
they were not directly reported to the NJBRC, and 
they are quite possibly all correct.  Swainson’s 
Hawks have become fairly regular, and even 
expected, at Cape May in fall, and observers are 
likely unaware they’re on the state review list. The 
first (078) appeared only on the day’s hawk count 
tally, with no description, and is almost certainly 
correct having been seen by a highly experienced 
hawk counter.  The second (082) was reported only 
on eBird, and was seen from one of the hawk banding 
stations; the eBird account was lacking in details.  
The third (090) was seen by a lone observer after the 
hawk count had ended for the season, and was also 
gleaned from eBird. The committee was split on the 
completeness of the description. 
 
Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri 
• 2016-096. 20 December 2015, off Barnegat 

Light, Ocean Co. 

The difficulty in distinguishing between Thayer’s 
Gull and “Kumlien’s” (Iceland) Gull (Larus 
glaucoides kumlieni) is exemplified by the fact that 
there is still ongoing debate as to whether or not they 

are different species.  Much discussion ensued on this 
report, and there was no general consensus among the 
voters.  In the end, it was determined by most that the 
primary pattern was a bit too dark, and the eye a bit 
to pale.  In the words of one committee member “this 
bird is not definitively assignable to species”.  An 
interesting and intriguing bird, but was not to be 
included on the New Jersey state list as a Thayer’s 
Gull.  It is important to point out, as this is a perfect 
example, that not including it on the state list does 
not end the story.  The photo resides in the committee 
files, and can be reexamined at any time. 
 
Green Violetear Colibri thalassinus 
• 2016-072. 3 July 2015, Kinnelon, Morris Co. 

Green Violetear was recently split into two species, 
Mexican Violetear (Colibri thalassinus) and Lesser 
Violetear (Colibri cyanotus). There wasn’t enough 
detail submitted to determine that the bird was a 
violetear, let alone which of the two might be up for 
consideration.  It is tantalizing that the bird was 
reported as an “all green” hummingbird, as any all 
green hummer would be a mega-rarity in New Jersey.  
Few other details about the bird were noted, so it will 
fall into an oft-sighted reason for birds not being 
included on the New Jersey state list.  Without a 
photograph, careful and thorough notes are always 
critical, and should even be included with a 
photograph. 
 
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 
• 2016-051. 17 September 2015, Cape May, Cape 

May Co. 

This is an extremely interesting sighting.  There are 
two grainy photos of the bird in flight, and it was 
seen by very experienced observers.  As with any fly-
by, the viewing time is brief.  For a record that would 
require some study time, that can be problematic for 
a yellow-bellied kingbird with close similarities 
among the species. What appears to be a stouter, 
longer bill, heavy-chested look, and notched tail was 
suggestive of Tropical/Couch’s Kingbird.  But, 
ultimately, no agreement could be reached by the 
committee members to rule out the more common 
and expected Western Kingbird, since there was 
some uncertainty among the observers. 
 
Brown-headed Nuthatch Sitta pusilla 
• 2016-105. 30 December 2015, Cape May, Cape 

May Co. 



This is another report that was not sent to the 
NJBRC, but taken from NJBIRDS.  There is no 
description of the bird itself, and only a brief, though 
suggestive, description of the call.  Given the paucity 
of details, it was concluded that the bird should not 
be added to the state list. 
 
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 
• 2016-064. 20 October 2015, Jersey City, Hudson 

Co 

Once again, this is a bird that was not directly 
reported to the NJBRC, but reported on NJBIRDS.  A 
very brief view, and only the barest description, 
relegated this bird to the “tantalizing” and quite 
possibly correct category, given the observers 
experience. 
 
Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides 
• 2016-071. 12 November 2015, Forsythe NWR, 

Atlantic Co 

This encounter, by a very experienced observer, was 
one accomplished almost entirely by ear.  A calling 
bird flying over was heard, and seen briefly without 
the aid of optics.  While quite possibly correct, the 
brevity of the encounter, in addition to the auditory-
only identification, made it difficult to add this bird 
to the state list. Reports of “heard only” rarities are 
always problematic in that call notes are a bit more 
subjective than a sighting.  Describing what was 
heard, as opposed to what one saw, is difficult to 
delineate. 
 
Kirtland's Warbler Setophaga kirtlandii 
• 2016-056. 15 September 2015, Cape May, Cape 

May Co. 

Many think New Jersey is long overdue for the 
appearance of Kirtland’s Warbler in the state.  As 
most know, Kirtland’s Warbler is extremely rare 
south of the Great Lakes at any time, and more so in 
southbound migration.  That, obviously, makes this 
sighting very interesting and intriguing.  This was a 
bird seen in flight by three experienced observers. 
Only one of the observers submitted details, as the 
other two were understandably reluctant to label the 
bird as a Kirtland’s.  The sighting lasted for about 
four seconds as it flew overhead, and then some 
additional seconds as it flew away.  Needless to say, 
even with a reasonable description, that is a brief 
observation for such a mega-rarity.  While most on 

the committee agreed that the bird might have been 
“one that got away”, it was decided not to add the 
bird to the state list, as even some of the observers 
were reluctant to commit to what they think they may 
have seen. 
 
Townsend's Warbler Setophaga townsendi 
• 2016-041. 28 May 2015, Cape May, Cape May 

Co. 

Fall reports of Townsend’s Warbler are more 
common than in spring (only two previous records).  
This particular report was accompanied by copious 
notes, and a sketch.  The committee was split, 
however, on whether the documentation included 
with the report was substantial enough to rule out a 
few contending, and more common, spring migrants.  
Quite possibly a legitimate sighting, but in the end, it 
was not enough to convince the entire committee. 
 
White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys 
gambelii 
• 2016-042. 3 May 2015, Montague, Sussex Co. 
• 2016-112. 24 October 2015, Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. 

Submitted as “Gambel’s” White-crowned Sparrows, 
the photographs of both of these reports seemed to be 
of birds that were likely hybrids of two subspecies. 
The first (042) showed a dusky pinkish bill, with the 
slightest fleck of blackish in the lores.  The second 
(112) showed yellow and pink bill with a darker 
grayish wash in the lores.  
 
 


