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The New Jersey Bird Records Committee (hereafter 
“NJBRC” or “the Committee”) held meetings on 19 
November 2017 and 25 March 2018 at Cape May. One 
hundred thirty-nine were considered and voted on. 
There were two new additions to the New Jersey state 
list in 2017 and one deletion, so the grand total of the 
New Jersey State List stands at 479 species through 
2017. The current State List and the current NJBRC 
Review List are available on the Committee web site 
at <http://www.njbrc.com >. Click on Lists and 
Annual Reports. At the March 2018 meeting, the 
Committee voted to change to just one meeting per 
year and to conduct business on-line as much as 
possible 
 
Voting NJBRC members during the period covered by 
this report were Tom Boyle, Tom Brown, Glen Davis, 
Vince Elia, Sam Galick, Carole Hughes, Jonathan 
Klizas, Linda Mack, Tom Reed, Frank Sencher, Jr., 
and Dave Weber. Vince Elia continued as Committee 
Chair and non-voting member Bill Boyle continued as 
Secretary.  
 
Reports should be sent to <njbrcreport@gmail.com>, 
or via snail mail to Bill Boyle, Secretary, NJBRC, 13 
Strawberry Lane, Cape May, NJ 08204. In addition, 
the NJBRC website can be found at 
<http://www.njbrc.com/>. 
 
The NJBRC would also like to thank all the observers 
who submitted documentation during the past year. 
The Committee would have an impossible job without 
the support of these birders. Although digital 
photography has made the documentation of many 
rarities easier, there is still an important place for field 
notes; good notes can strengthen the case made by 
photos of less-than-stellar quality. 
 
Field notes can also make the case for rare birds that 
are recorded only as brief mentions on the Internet. If 
you see a Review List bird and post a report to an e-

mail list, please take a little extra time and submit a 
description to the NJBRC as well. Although the 
identification of rarities with no supporting details is 
often correct it cannot be accepted as part of the 
historical record, which relies on supporting evidence 
that can be consulted by researchers many years in the 
future. Even a brief description, or a sketch by an 
avowed non-artist, can be enough to support an 
observation well enough to add it to the official record. 
During the year, the Committee voted to remove 
Leach’s Storm-Petrel and White Ibis from the Review 
List; the former is regular offshore and the number of 
reports of the latter have increased dramatically in 
recent years. 
 
The format used to present data is standardized. 
Records are grouped by Committee actions, with 
Accepted records listed first, followed by reports that 
the Committee did not accept (identification was not 
sufficiently supported by the documentation supplied), 
and then a group for records treated specially. Within 
each group, records are presented in phylogenetic 
order (according to the A.O.U. Check-list, 7th edition 
and supplements through 2017). For each species, the 
English and scientific names are given, followed by 
the current total of accepted state records. The 
record(s) considered by the Committee are then listed, 
arranged by date. For each record entry, the internal 
NJBRC index number is given, followed by date, 
location, and county. If the report involved more than 
one individual, the number of birds is given following 
the location; all records involve a single bird unless 
otherwise noted. Then, for accepted records, data on 
finders and documenters are given. The finder’s name, 
if known, is listed first, followed by a semicolon and 
the names of the other observers who submitted some 
form of documentation to the Committee (in 
alphabetical order), accompanied by symbols: “*” 
indicates that written documentation was submitted; 
“ph” denotes a photo or videotape. Following these 



data, comments are provided to explain important or 
interesting aspects of the records. 
 
Other abbreviations used: Co. = County; NJAS = New 
Jersey Audubon Society; NWR = National Wildlife 
Refuge; Res. = Reservoir; SP = State Park; Twp. = 
Township; WMA = Wildlife Management Area. 
 
ACCEPTED RECORDS 
 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna 

autumnalis (18) 
• 2018-029. 5 May 2018. Great Swamp NWR, 

Morris Co. C. Hantis (ph). 
• 2018-032. 7 May 2018. (2). Cape May, Cape May 

Co. J. Groshek, A. Boyd (ph). 
• 2018-036. 24 May 2018. (9). Cape May, Cape 

May Co. J. Apgar*, G. Prelich*(ph). 
• 2018-044. 1 June – 5 July 2018. Absecon, Atlantic 

Co. K. Antonelli*(ph). 
• 2018-065. 13 August 2018. (2). Cape May, Cape 

May Co. J. Denesevich (ph), M. Collins (ph), R. 
Duffy (ph), m.ob. 

This southern wanderer put in another strong showing 
during 2017, with a remarkable five records from three 
counties. All were one-day wonders with the 
exception of an early-summer individual that spent 
over a month in Atlantic County. Observers are 
encouraged to fully document this species when 
encountered, as potential escapes from captivity are 
still a very small but realistic possibility.  

This flock of 9 Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks spent just one day in Cape 
May, where the species has become an annual visitor. Photo/G. Prelich 
 
Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchos (16) 
• 2018-006. 26 January – 21 March 2017. Cape May 

Court House, Cape May Co. K. Chelius*(ph), S. 
Keller (ph), J. Dubois (ph), m.ob. 

• 2018-007. 1 January 2017. Highbridge, 
Hunterdon Co. D. Bernstein*(ph). 

• 2018-127. 28 December 2017 – 3 January 2018. 
Bridgewater Twp., Somerset Co. J. Benimadho 
(ph), J. Ellerbusch, Z. Millen (ph), R. Fanning, 
m.ob. 

The records from Hunterdon and Somerset counties 
were both solidly within New Jersey’s winter “goose 
belt,” where many recent vagrant geese have been 
documented. Far more exceptional was the record 
from Cape May County, furnishing a rare Cape May 
first and establishing a new southernmost record for 
the state. 

 
“Black” Brant Branta bernicla nigricans (Since 
1996) (32) 
• 2018-043a. 23 January 2017. Manasquan, 

Monmouth Co. L. Mack (ph), S. Barnes. 
• 2018-043b. 23 January – 1 April 2017. (3). 

Belmar, Monmouth Co. L. Mack (ph), S. Barnes, 
B. Weber. 

• 2018-043c. 16 March – 10 May 2017. Morgan, 
Middlesex Co. J. Denesevich (ph), T. Ostrand 
(ph). 

• 2018-043d. 26 April – 13 May 2017. (3). Sandy 
Hook, Monmouth Co. T. Boyle (ph), L. Mack, S. 
Barnes. 

An impressive yearlong total of four records were all 
documented along the North Shore during winter and 
spring, both expected features based on the species’ 
past occurrences in New Jersey. Black Brant is one of 
several subspecies assessed by the NJBRC; observers 
should carefully document potential individuals of B. 
b. nigricans and be mindful of intergrades and other 
intermediate-type birds. 
 
Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator (7) 
• 2018-109. 12 – 16 November 2017. (3). Assunpink 

WMA, Monmouth Co. B. Dodelson, L. Zirlin (ph). 

This trio was carefully studied and documented during 
their near-weeklong stay at Assunpink WMA. 
Trumpeter Swan is still a relatively recent addition to 
the official state list, and observers should continue to 
take care in documenting individuals that appear to be 
of wild provenance. 
 
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula (9) 
• 2018-010. 7 March – 1 April 2017. Cape May 

Court House, Cape May Co. C. Cox (ph), D. 
Welch (ph), R. Leifeste, m.ob. 



 
New Jersey’s ninth and Cape May’s first Tufted Duck 
was a sharp-looking male that spent nearly a month on 
several ponds in the interior of the peninsula. It 
presented a wonderful opportunity to study the Old 
World species in comparison to both scaup and Ring-
necked Ducks. 

This drake Tufted Duck entertained dozens of birders during its long stay 
at a pond in Cape May Court House. Photo/D. Welch. 
 
Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica (39) 
• 2018-009. 7 March 2017. Stone Harbor, Cape May 

Co. C. Cox*, A. Anholt. 
• 2018-020. 12 March 2017. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. T. Reed*. 
• 2018-092. 8 November 2017. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. T. Reed*(ph). 
• 2018-108. 3 December 2017. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. J. Denesevich*. 
• 2018-117. 3 December 2017. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. V. Elia*. 
• 2018-118. 16 December 2017. Belmar, Monmouth 

Co. L. Mack*(ph), S. Barnes. 

A remarkable six records in 2017 all came from 
seawatching hotspots in Cape May and Monmouth 
counties and spanned the late fall to early spring 
periods. It is difficult to know whether recent increases 
reflect a true uptick in numbers, increased observer 
knowledge, or both. 
 
Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis (68) 
• 2018-090. 25 – 28 October 2017. Forsythe NWR, 

Atlantic Co. D. Beer*(ph), M. Wolfe, m.ob. 

Following three records in 2016, the sole record in 
2017 came from a part of the state that is certainly no 
stranger to this visitor from the West. This individual 
was well documented with photographs and field notes 
by several observers during its multi-day stay. 

 

The only Eared Grebe of the year visited Forsythe NWR for several days 
in October. Photo/D. Beer. 
 
Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus (4) 
• 2018-126. 22 September 2017. Avalon, Cape May 

Co. D. Weber, B. Ewald. 

Manx Shearwater is a Review List species when seen 
from dry land, where it is far less expected than 
offshore. The referenced individual was seen briefly 
but well as it blasted north past the Cape May Bird 
Observatory’s Avalon Seawatch. It was sufficiently 
documented with photographs and field notes. 
 
Leach’s Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
(Since 2016) (14) 
• 2018-067. 14 August 2017. (3). Pelagic trip, off 

Atlantic Co. D. Brown (ph), m.ob. 
• 2018-094. 2 September 2017. (2). Pelagic trip, off 

Ocean Co. A. Della Fave. 

Both records referred to birds that were seen far 
offshore and at likely dates for the species’ occurrence 
off the New Jersey coast. Continued and increasingly 
regular coverage of offshore waters will no doubt 
continue to firm up the species’ status there. 
 
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma castro 

(14) 
• 2018-066. 14 August 2017. (17). Pelagic trip, off 

Atlantic Co. K. Leonard (ph), D. Brown (ph), 
m.ob. 

The accepted record pertains to multiple individuals 
that were well seen during an organized pelagic trip. 
Late-summer trips to warm, offshore waters continue 
to produce records of this species on a regular basis, 
but observers should still fully document the species 
whenever encountered, as there is still much to learn 
about the subspecies (and potentially future species) 

https://download.ams.birds.cornell.edu/api/v1/asset/50347131/large?__hstc=60209138.5502f2060c3b849399f0f6071ac1fe5e.1485437594874.1488978705789.1489007195068.35&__hssc=60209138.1.1489007195068&__hsfp=3760882989


involved, and we still have much to learn about the 
species’ true status in our pelagic zone. 
 
Wood Stork Mycteria americana (21) 
• 2018-064. 14 August 2017. Cape May Court 

House, Cape May Co. D. La Puma, M. Lanzone*. 
• 2018-068. 20 August – 19 September 2017. Sandy 

Hook, Monmouth Co. T. Boyle (ph), m.ob. 
• 2018-069. 2 – 15 September 2017. (2). Barnegat, 

Ocean Co. A. Majewski (ph), K. Moneta (ph), S. 
Glynn (ph). 

• 2018-072. 3 September – 3 October 2017. (1 – 2). 
Cape May, Cape May Co. A. Dreelin, C. 
Rubinfeld, E. Bruhnke, K. Lukens (ph), m.ob. 

• 2018-080. 14 September 2017. Middletown, 
Monmouth Co.  M. Mottl (ph). 

New Jersey’s impressive total of five records served as 
just part of a much larger invasion of this species into 
the Northeast and Upper Midwest during the second 
half of 2017. Unsurprisingly, every one was found 
along the coastal plain. All were well documented, and 
some were very well photographed. 

The long-staying Sandy Hook Wood Stork was enjoyed by many and well 
photographed.  Photo/ L. Mack 
 
Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens (10) 
• 2018-015. 12 April 2017. Medford, Burlington Co. 

M. Vogel*(ph). 

This record represented one of the year’s most 
unusual, as mid-April is not typically a time to think 
about frigatebirds and inland New Jersey is never a 
place to expect one at any date! This individual 
presumably wandered north on strong southerly 
winds, and its appearance after the passage of a cold 
front suggested that it was returning back south again. 
 

Brown Booby Sula leucogaster (22) 
• 2018-013. 11 April 2017. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. T. Reed*, G. Troost, A. Boele. 
• 2018-043. 25 May 2017. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. M. Normandia*, S. Ausubel, D. Welch (ph), J. 
Nemeth. 

• 2018-110. 20 September 2017. Cape May, Cape 
May Co. V. Elia*, J. Amesbury (ph), B. Ewald. 

The three records in 2017 fit nicely into a recent and 
dramatic upward trend of appearances across much of 
the United States, one that certainly includes the 
Garden State. Even though all three were noted at the 
mouth of Delaware Bay, the species has exhibited a 
bizarre habit of potentially showing up at any water 
body, including inland lakes and reservoirs. Enhanced 
observer awareness and increased seawatching effort 
will undoubtedly produce more records in the near 
future. 
 
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga (17) 
• 2018-016a. 16 April 2017. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. R. Auster*, L. Mack*. 

This individual, seen briefly but conclusively by 
experienced observers, also occurred at a likely 
location for northbound spring wanderers and fits 
squarely within previous dates of previous records 
locally and regionally. As always, great care must be 
taken to distinguish this southern stray from soaring 
cormorants. 
 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta (1) 
• 2018-021. 27 April – 7 May 2017. Heislerville 

WMA, Cumberland Co. C. Cox*, K. Lukens*(ph), 
J. Apgar*, G. Prelich (ph), N. Tea (ph), m.ob. 

New Jersey’s first Little Egret was often seen in the company of Snowy 
Egrets, allowing a direct comparison. Photo/G. Prelich. 
 



A long-awaited first for New Jersey was the Little 
Egret that spent nearly two weeks at spring hotspot 
Heislerville. It was frequently seen in direct 
comparison to Snowy Egrets and afforded many close 
and prolonged studies during its lengthy stay. It may 
be expected that future records will follow, though 
observers should be very mindful of the possibility of 
hybrids and aberrant Snowy Egrets. 
 
White Ibis Eudocimus alba (66) 
• 2018-011a. 25 March 2017. (2). Forsythe NWR, 

Atlantic Co. B. Moscatello*, J. Sedicino, R. Risher 
(ph). 

• 2018-011b. 26 April 2017. Forsythe NWR, 
Atlantic Co. H. Tomlinson (ph). 

• 2018-017a. 17 April 2017. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. V. Elia, C. Sutton (ph). 

• 2018-017b. 30 April 2017. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. M. Lanzone, T. Reed (ph), D. Welch. 

• 2018-017c. 3 – 4 May 2017. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. E. Anders, T. Johannson. 

• 2018-019. 23 – 30 April 2017. Heislerville WMA, 
Cumberland Co. H. Tomlinson (ph), S. Reynolds, 
J. Finch. 

• 2018-025. 30 April 2017. Barnegat, Ocean Co. S. 
Kosinski (ph). 

• 2018-026. 3 May 2017. Rio Grande, Cape May 
Co. S. Heinrich*. 

• 2018-028. 30 April 2017. Eastmont Orchards, 
Monmouth Co. A. Spears (ph). 

• 2018-031. 6 May 2017. (15). Avalon, Cape May 
Co. J. Meyrav, T. Reed*. 

• 2018-058a. 12 July – 11 August 2017. (3). Cape 
May area, Cape May Co. K. Horn (ph), R. Horn, 
K. Lukens*, V. Elia (ph), B. Bassett (ph). 

• 2018-058b. 28 July – 7 August 2017. (7). Cape 
May area. C. Burns*, C. Slugg*, K. Lukens*, et al. 

• 2018-058c. 28 August 2017. Cape May, Cape May 
Co., J. Amesbury (ph), M. Pasquarello. 

• 2018-059a. 21 July – 6 August 2017. Jarvis Sound, 
Cape May Co. T. Baxter*, B. Bassett (ph). 

• 2018-059b. 27 August 2017. (3) Jarvis Sound, 
Cape May Co. M. O’Brien (ph), S. Whittle. 

• 2018-060a. 21 July – 11 August 2017. (2). 
Forsythe NWR, Atlantic Co. M. Collins*(ph), P. 
Bacinski. 

• 2018-060b. 19 – 27 August 2017. L. West (ph), R. 
Duffy. 

• 2018-073a. 7 September 2017, Troy Meadows, 
Morris Co. C. Hantis (ph), J. Klizas (ph), D. 
Bernstein (ph). 

• 2018-073b. 9 September – 23 October 2017. 
Morristown, Morris Co. N. Russo (ph), J. Klizas 
(ph), M. Rehman (ph), m.ob. 

• 2018-081. 13 October 2017. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. P. Paul (ph), D. Paul, V. Eliz 

• 2018-099. 18 November 2017. Forsythe NWR, 
Atlantic Co. K. Cooper (ph), J. DiMaio. 

• 2018-107. 27 July 2017. (3). Mannington Marsh, 
Salem Co. R. Zielinski (ph). 

The incredible surge of records in 2017 follows a 
steady upward trend at all seasons in recent years. 
Particularly remarkable was the March record, as well 
as the flock of 15 that flew north over marshes near 
Avalon in May. This trend will bear monitoring in 
future years; it certainly seems plausible that White 
Ibis could find itself on the state’s list of breeding 
species at some point! This species has now been 
removed from the Review List. 
 
Roseate Spoonbill Plataea ajika (5)  
• 2018-061. 22 - 23 July 2017.  Island Beach SP, 

Ocean Co. B. Scullion (ph), A. Della Fave (ph). 
Tuckerton, Ocean County, F. Kessner (ph). 

• 2018-071. 7 - 25 September 2017.  Heislerville 
WMA, Cumberland Co. C. Marks (ph), J. 
Crawford, T. Johnson (ph), S. Keller, m.ob. 

This Roseate Spoonbill at Heislerville WMA was one of many that 
appeared throughout the northeast in 2017. Photo/P. Weldy. 

New Jersey hosted two Roseate Spoonbills in 2017.  
The first bird was observed at Island Beach State Park 
and then at Tuckerton, within a day of each other 
during late July.  The locations and timeframe were 
close enough for the committee to believe that this was 
the same bird in both locations.  The timeline in which 



this bird was found falls in line with previous sightings 
of Roseate Spoonbill, also found in mid-late July.  The 
second bird was observed throughout most of 
September in Heislerville and photographed by 
multiple observers.  These recent sightings of 
Spoonbills appear to part of a much larger incursion 
that has occurred outside of their historical range in 
recent years. 
 
Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinicus  (73) 
• 2018-038. 15 - 27 May 2017.  Ocean Grove, 

Monmouth Co. L. Fanning, R. Fanning, C. 
Williams  

• 2018-046. 17 - 20 June 2017.  Ocean City, Cape 
May Co.  N. Larrabee, L. Zirlin, R. Leifeste 

• 2018-055. 5 - 7 July 2017.  Cape May, Cape May 
Co.   C. Parkinson, J. Mollenhauer, M. Henry 

• 2018-102. 21 November 2017.  Sandy Hook, 
Monmouth Co. K. Garrison, T. Brown 

Purple Gallinule continues to make a nice showing in 
New Jersey.  The first observation followed the trend 
of this species showing up in the oddest of places.  The 
bird found in Ocean Grove was hanging about in 
residential yards allowing excellent views as it was 
unfazed by home owners, pedestrians and birders.  
Two birds found in Cape May Co. were well observed 
and photographed in habitat more deserving of the 
species, whereas the bird on Sandy Hook was found 
dead on a roadside near Spermaceti Cove.  Two 
Ravens were observed on the ground where the 
Gallinule was later located; presumably the Ravens 
killed the Gallinule or were simply feeding on the 
carcass.   
 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia  (1) 
• 2018-088. 23 October - 1 November 2017.  

Forsythe NWR, Atlantic Co.  S. Galick (ph), H. 
Tomlinson (ph), F. Sencher (ph), m.ob. 

The first record for New Jersey was a fantastic find by 
Sam Galick while scanning through shorebirds at 
Forsythe.  Noticing a bird that stood out as paler from 
other Tringas, Sam was diligent in staying on the bird 
and to take note of the diagnostic features of Common 
Greenshank; most notably the long greenish legs and 
distinct white wedge that runs up the dorsal side while 
bird is in flight.  Common Greenshank normally 
occurs in Europe and Asia, with the majority of 
vagrant records in Alaska and Newfoundland, this bird 

is likely the second ever found in the lower 48, with a 
recent addition to Massachusetts being the third. 

 A first for New Jersey, this Common Greenshank put on a great show 
for many observers during its ten-day stay at Forsythe NWR. Photo/S. 
Galick. 
 
Whimbrel (European) Numenius phaeopus ssp. (7) 
• 2018-014. 12 April 2017.  Cape May Point, Cape 

May Co.  T. Reed*, B. Bassett (ph), G. Troost. 

Observed in flight with other Whimbrels this bird was 
singled out by astute observers as having paler-cooler 
overall plumage, resulting in further scrutiny of this 
bird.  As the observers stayed on the bird the lighter 
rump and white wedge that runs up the back of the 
Eurasian Whimbrels became visible, albeit a distant 
look.     
 
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica  (7) 
• 2018-033. 8 - 21 May 2017.  Jarvis Sound, Cape 

May Co. V. Elia (ph), m.ob. 

This well photographed bird was found in Jarvis 
Sound, Cape May County. This was the first Bar-tailed 
Godwit to be observed outside of Forsythe NWR in 
many years, and the first documented bird in Cape 
May since 1985.   Bar-tailed Godwit has had an 
interesting history in New Jersey, with observations in 
Longport from 1972-1982, believed to be a returning 
bird, the Cape May bird in 1985, and then a long 
period, 1986 - 2009 without a documented 
observation.  With the exception of 2012, Bar-tailed 
Godwit was recorded at Forsythe from 2010-2016.   
 
Ruff Calidris pugnax (Since 2011) (7) 
• 2018-034. 6 - 21 May 2017.  Forsythe NWR, 

Atlantic Co. M. DeWispelaere (ph), J. Weeks, C. 
Marks, J. Crawford. 

• 2018-054. 3 July 2017.  Forsythe NWR, Atlantic 
Co.  D. Beer, A. Binns (ph). 



Two birds were observed in 2017.  The first bird, a 
female was quite obliging, remaining for close to three 
weeks, while the second bird, a male in breeding 
plumage was a one-day wonder.  Ruff were placed 
back on the review list after a long period without 
observations throughout New Jersey; since 2011 Ruff 
have appeared almost regularly, with four 
observations in 2016 alone. 
 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea (41) 
• 2018-053. 14 May 2017.  Forsythe NWR, Atlantic 

Co. S. Fisher (ph). 

Although two birds were reported the committee only 
had enough information to accept one bird.   
Identifying Curlew Sandpipers during the Fall can be 
a challenge, but this bird left no doubt as it was in its 
strikingly colored summer plumage.    Forsythe and 
Heislerville remain the most likely locations to find 
Curlew Sandpipers in New Jersey. 
 
Sabine's Gull Xema sabini (19) 
• 2018-070. 7 September 2017.  Mountain Lake, 

Warren Co.  L. Wolf (ph). 

The first recorded Sabine’s Gull since 2009, and this 
one found well inland in Warren County.  With the 
exception of a bird at nearby Merrill Creek Reservoir 
in 2000, all other Sabine’s Gull observations have 
been from the coast, or very nearby.  This small gull 
was first recognized by its tern like flight and 
spectacular wing pattern.  A diagnostic photo was 
taken while the bird sat on the water showing the black 
hood and distinctive yellow tip to the black bill. 
  
Mew Gull Larus canus (2) 
• 2018-001. 3 January 2017. Branchburg, Somerset 

Co. J. Ellerbusch*(ph). 

This Mew Gull was found with a flock of Ring-billed Gulls on January 
3, but could not be relocated. Photo/J. Ellerbusch. 

The second confirmed record for New Jersey, the first 
being in 2013 at Spruce Run Reservoir.   Mew gull can 
be a difficult ID, but this bird was well observed, 
described, and photographed at an inland location near 
the Raritan River, south of the South Branch Reserve.   
This small-medium sized gull with a distinctively 
small round head, dark eye, and small yellowish bill 
lacking dark markings was mixed in with Ring-billed 
Gulls allowing for an excellent comparison of size, 
plumage differences and examination of bill size and 
color.   
 
Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri (17) 
• 2018-012. 25 March 2017. Corson's Inlet SP, Cape 

May Co.  A. Anholt, C. Cox*(ph). 

A very detailed description along with several 
photographs allowed for acceptance of this bird as a 
Thayer’s Gull.  Much of the committee’s discussion of 
this record revolved around the recent decision by the 
AOU to take away full species status of Thayer’s Gull 
and to include it as a subspecies of Iceland Gull, thus 
lumping them together.  None-the-less this particular 
bird fit the bill for a spot-on description of Thayer’s 
Gull, including excellent descriptions of the wing 
pattern of the bird in flight. 
 
Arctic Tern Sterna paradisea (25) 
• 2018-037. 25 May 2017.  (3). Shark River Inlet, 

Monmouth Co.  J. Denesevich*(ph), C. Williams, 
T. Boyle (ph), S. Barnes*. 

Three birds; originally a pair of Arctic Terns were 
found, but then a third bird was observed and 
described.  Excellent descriptions and multiple high-
quality photographs were included in the reports that 
were reviewed.  These birds were mixed in with 
common terns allowing for comparison and 
separation.  Photos of the birds show all of the 
diagnostic features of Arctic Tern.   
 
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica (64) 
• 2018-063. 27 July 2017.  Cape May Point, Cape 

May Co. M. O’Brien(ph), D. Welch*. 
• 2018-077a. 1 September 2017.  Cape May Point, 

Cape May Co. A. Dreelin (ph), B. West, C. 
Rubinfeld, E. Lundahl.   

• 2018-077b. 22 September 2017.  Cape May Point, 
Cape May Co. A. Dreelin (ph), B. West, C. 
Rubinfeld. 

• 2018-093. 8 - 13 November 2017.  Cape May 



Point, Cape May Co.  T. Reed (ph), K. Lukens*. 

Not so surprisingly, multiple White-winged Doves 
were observed in Cape May during 2017.  Most of 
these birds were photographed and well described.  
White-winged Doves are unmistakable, and multiple 
reports from Cape May are typical these days. The big 
issue the committee faces with White-winged Dove is 
deciphering how many birds are actually present; are 
some of the doves resident or is there a high turnover 
of this species in Cape May?     
 
Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis (2) 
• 2018-039. 11 May – 2 June 2017.  Lord Stirling 

Park, Somerset Co.  B. Tula, R. Blair*(ph), B. 
Barkley*, T. Smith (ph), m.ob. 

New Jersey’s second record of Lesser Nighthawk 
occurred under unusual circumstances.  This bird was 
found by Ben Barkley at Lord Stirling Park where it 
offered great looks and was well photographed.   After 
being found at Lord Stirling Park it was discovered 
that the bird was originally found near a residence in 
Hillsborough Township, Somerset Co., and 
transported to the Raptor Trust, where it was 
recognized as being a type of nightjar by Robert Blair.  
Although familiar with the expected nightjars in this 
region, this particular bird appeared smaller with the 
wing patch further up the wing than that found on 
Common Nighthawk; upon further investigation he 
identified as a Lesser Nighthawk.  After being released 
this bird was rediscovered by Ben Barkley at Lord 
Stirling, approximately one mile away from Raptor 
Trust.  Multiple photos of the bird were taken while it 
was being rehabbed as well as by others in the field. 

This photo of the Lesser Nighthawk shows the position of the white wing 
band further out on the wing than in the similar Common Nighthawk. 
Photo/R. Blair. 
 

Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilocus alexandri 
(9) 
• 2018-096. 8 November – 2 December 2017.  

Villas, Cape May Co.  K. Horn*, R. Horn*(ph), B. 
Boyle, K. Thompson, S. Galick (ph), D. La Puma 
(banded), m.ob. 

• 2018-097. 9 November 2017.  Del Haven, Cape 
May Co.  H. Tomlinson (ph). 

• 2018-098. 10 – 21 November 2017.  North Cape 
May, Cape May Co.  J. King, D. La Puma 
(banded), M. O’Brien (ph), S. Galick (ph). 

A remarkable three Black-chinned Hummingbirds 
were observed in New Jersey in 2017.  This is the first 
time more than one Black-chinned Hummingbird has 
been recorded in one season, but the third year in a row 
that this species has occurred in New Jersey.   All of 
these birds were well photographed, allowing 
inspection of the tenth Primary as well as giving an 
indication of a bill that is longer than Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird.  In addition to visual observations, and 
photographs, two of the birds were banded and 
identified in hand by David La Puma. 

This immature female Black-chinned Hummingbird visited a Villas 
feeder for almost a month. The photo shows the rounded shape of the 
outermost primary versus the more pointed one in the very similar Ruby-
throated Hummingbird. Photo/S. Galick. 
 
Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus (41) 
• 2018-075. 20 August 2017.  North Cape May, 

Cape May Co. B. Polvino (ph), M. O’Brien (ph). 
• 2018-111.  21 – 24 November 2017.  Kingwood, 

Hunterdon Co.  L. King*(ph), M. Rehman (ph), D, 
La Puma (banded), A. Boyd (ph), A. Smith. 

The more common of the western Hummingbirds to 
show up in New Jersey, with the August 20th bird 
being unusual in that only a handful of the many 
records of Rufous Hummingbirds have occurred 
before September. These hummingbirds were well 
photographed, with the Hunterdon bird banded and 



identified as an adult female by David La Puma.  
Photos of the North Cape May bird helped in 
identification but the initial observer also made note of 
the aggressive behavior of the Rufous Hummingbird 
toward the Ruby-throated Hummingbirds that were 
present, a behavior that Rufous Hummingbirds are 
well known for.    
 
Allen's Hummingbird Selasphorus sasin (5) 
• 2018-079. 3 September 2017.  Cape May, Cape 

May Co.  E. Lovitz, M. O’Brien*(ph), K. Horn, R. 
Horn (Ph), K. Lukens (ph). 

• 2018-106. 18 October – 1 January 2017.  Little 
Egg Harbor, Ocean Co.  D. Roth (ph), A. Boyd 
(ph), C. Williams, S. Reynolds (ph), D. La Puma 
(banded). 

Separation of Allen’s and Rufous Hummingbirds can 
be difficult, especially if the rectrices are not well 
shown; which is why there are many records that are 
listed as Rufous/Allen’s.   Excellent spread tail photos 
of the first bird left little doubt as to the ID, as the tail 
feathers, especially very narrow outer tail feathers and 
the lack of notching on R2 (second tail feathers from 
center), are most helpful in separating Allen’s and 
Rufous. Although photos of the second bird did not 
allow for spread tail shots, the bird was trapped and 
banded allowing for close inspection and 
measurements to separate Allen’s and Rufous.   
 
Selasphorus Hummingbird Selaphsorus sp. (8) 
• 2018-084. 16 October 2017.  Del Haven, Cape 

May Co.  H. Tomlinson (ph). 

The observer could only identify the bird as a 
Selasphorus Hummingbird due to the uncooperative 
nature of the bird, not showing much in the way of 
field marks.  A photo was provided to the committee 
but narrowing the bird down to species proved 
difficult. 
 
Crested Caracara Caracara cheriway (9) 
• 2018-003. 12 Jan 2017.  Barnegat Light, Ocean 

Co. C. Takacs (ph) 
• 2018-122. 4 May – 5 May 2014. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. B. McMahon (ph); C. Busch* (ph), T. 
Reed 

In North America, the Crested Caracara is primarily 
resident in South Texas and Florida, although the 
range seems to be expanding gradually. In recent 
years, Crested Caracara has become an increasingly 

frequent stray to the Northeast with one or more 
records annually in Jersey from 2012 – 2017.  This 
year, a Crested Caracara was found early in the year 
and photographed well sitting on a pole in the 
township of Barnegat Light near Barnegat Lighthouse 
SP.  The committee also accepted a two-day record 
from May of 2014 based on photographs from 
multiple observers.    

This Crested Caracara was found at Barnegat Light on the unusual date 
of January 12, but not seen again. Photo/C. Takacs. 
 
Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus (21) 
• 2018-005. 22 January – 17 February, 2017.  

Alpine, Bergen Co. M. Faizan; M. Britt (ph), R. 
Duffy, R. Gilbert, J. Workman* 

• 2018-120. 18 December 2017 – 3 March 2018.  
Stewartsville, Warren Co.  M. Domanski (ph), F. 
Sencher (ph), m.ob. 

Gyrfalcons visited NJ twice in the year of 2017, the 
first sighting was at State Line Lookout in Palisades 
Park where the bird was periodically observed flying 
by and perching in the nearby cliff face and trees.  The 
second bird was found and photographed at a park in 
Stewartsville.  It was subsequently re-found and was 
reported from multiple spots including Merrill Creek 
Reservoir and the Alpha Oberly Grasslands.  In both 
cases, the birds stayed in the general area for some 
length of time, allowing many birders a chance to 
observe this charismatic species.  There has not been a 
sighting of more than one – two days duration since 
one at Sandy Hook which stayed from Nov 1989 – Jan 
1990. 
 
Say’s Phoebe Sayornis saya. (22) 
• 2018-078. 21 September 2017. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. S. Fordyce, M. O’Brien*(ph), K. 
Lukens*(ph), V. Elia(ph), m.ob. 

https://download.ams.birds.cornell.edu/api/v1/asset/45243291/large?__hstc=60209138.294e9ac42ef7955b4bbfb9ea4b30fe9c.1496870983020.1497352422713.1497456732943.9&__hssc=60209138.6.1497456732943&__hsfp=3068842812


As is often the case with Say’s Phoebes, this bird was 
a one-day wonder.  Since the sighting occurred near 
the Cape May Hawkwatch, multiple observers were 
able to view and photograph this bird during the brief 
time it stayed.  Fall is the most likely time for stray 
Say’s Phoebes with 18 of the 22 records occurring in 
September or October.   
 
Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens. 

(69) 
• 2018-100a. 20 November 2017. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. T. Boyle*(ph). 
• 2018-100b. 2 December 2017. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. J. Denesevich*(ph). 
• 2018-101. 18 November 2017. Island Beach St. 

Park, Ocean Co. S. Barnes*, L. Mack, C. 
Thomas(ph), m.ob. 

Ash-throated Flycatcher is a very consistent annual 
vagrant to New Jersey with at least one record every 
year since 1995.  2017 was no exception to this pattern 
with three different sightings in November and 
December.  There was a brief discussion amongst the 
committee members as to whether the two Sandy 
Hook sightings were possibly the same bird.  The 
committee decided that the dates were far enough 
apart to be two different records, as vagrant Ash-
throated Flycatchers rarely stay around for more than 
a day or two.  
 
Gray Kingbird Tyrannus dominicensis. (18) 
• 2018-083. 29 October 2017. Bivalve, Cumberland 

Co. S. Keller*(ph). 
• 2018-086. 21 October 2017. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. B. West, A. Dreelin, E. Bruhnke(ph). 
• 2018-104. 28 November 2017. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. M. Lanzone, T. Johnson*(ph), K. 
Lukens*(ph), M. O’Brien*(ph). 

Although most occurrences of Gray Kingbird have been in the fall, this 
November 28 bird was by far the latest. Photo/K. Lukens. 

After a three-year absence from the state, this was 
quite the year for Gray Kingbirds in New Jersey with 
three different records.  No other year had more than 
two records.  This was not the case for the rest of 
Northeastern U.S. as the only other report in 2017 was 
in eastern Maryland. As is typical for Gray Kingbirds, 
all three records were one-day wonders.  One record 
was a brief two-minute sighting by only the finder, 
who was able to get good photos. A flyover was seen 
and photographed at the Cape May Hawkwatch 
platform.  The third bird was first spotted at the Coral 
Avenue dune crossing in Cape May and was refound 
later in the morning at other nearby locations.  
 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus. (68) 
• 2018-050. 22 – 23 June 2017. Readington Twp., 

Hunterdon Co. Sub adult. A. Smith, F. Sencher Jr. 
(ph), L. Barbieri, m.ob. 

• 2018-051. 25 June 2017. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. Adult. C. Bell (ph), M. Lanzone*. 

Hunterdon hosted its first county record of Scissor-
tailed Flycatcher at a farm property in Readington 
Township.  The majority of records in New Jersey are 
from coastal locations. Also unusual is that the bird 
appeared to be a juvenile, most records are of adult 
birds.  The bird stayed for two days in June, allowing 
many birders a chance to observe it.  The second bird 
was found two days later in Cape May, photographs 
showed this to be a different bird from the Hunterdon 
County record.  Scissor-tailed Flycatchers are 
occurring in New Jersey with increasing frequency, 
with twenty-three records in the last eight years. 
 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana. (24) 
• 2018-024. 4 May 2017. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

J. Collison (ph), A. Kramer, R. Barbee, D. Welch 
(ph), m.ob. 

• 2018-045. 17 – 20 June 2017. Cape May, Cape 
May Co. Adult. B. Hayes, M. O’Brien(ph), J. 
Verica, m.ob. 

• 2018-087. 22 October 2017. Sandy Hook, 
Monmouth Co. R. Auster*(ph), L. Mack*(ph), S. 
Barnes*, J. Denesevich*(ph). 

In what was a busy year in New Jersey for flycatchers, 
the Fork-tailed Flycatcher was no exception, with 
three state records in 2017. Two of the three occurred 
in the spring. Historically, most of the Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher records in the state have been in the fall, but 
four of the five records since 2019 have been spring 



sightings. It will be interesting to see if this trend 
continues. Fork-tailed Flycatchers breed from Central 
American to southern South America. Birds occurring 
in the US during Spring/Summer are believed to be 
southern breeders or hatch year birds that have 
overshot their wintering grounds as they move north. 

 One of three Fork-tailed Flycatchers in the state in 2017, this adult bird 
was a one-day wonder at Sandy Hook. Photo/J. Denesevich. 

Brown-headed Nuthatch Sitta pusilla. (8) 
• 2018-022. 29 April 2017. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. V. Elia*, T. Reed*, C. Busch. 
• 2018-042. 9 June 2017. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

D. Welch(ph), J. Nemeth, V. Elia*. 
• 2018-047. 18 June 2017. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. M. Lanzone*. 

2017 is the first year that more than one record of 
Brown-headed Nuthatch was accepted for the state.  
Sightings are occurring with more frequency as six of 
the eight records have occurred since 2013.  All of the 
records have taken place within the same limited 
geographic area around Cape May Point.  Since this 
species breeds as close as southern Delaware, it may 
be that this pattern will continue.  Birders at the Cape 
May Point in May/June should keep their ears open for 
its distinctive nasal call.  Two of the observations were 
brief but were made by experienced birders who gave 
strong detail on call and plumage.  The third record 
was documented by photo. 
 
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe (26) 
• 2018-076. 11 September 2017. Franklin Lakes, 

Bergen Co. D. Fulmer*(ph). 

One very lucky observer found the first Northern 
Wheatear record for the state since 2013.  She was able 
to provide excellent photos of the bird to the Records 
Committee.  Northern Wheatear is a sporadic vagrant 

 to New Jersey with the vast majority of the sightings 
taking place in September and October.  Only one 
spring record exists from June of 1981. 

New Jersey’s first Northern Wheatear since 2013 made a 
brief appearance in Franklin Lakes. Photo/D. Fulmer 
 
 
Swainson’s Warbler Limnothlypis swaisonii. (23) 
• 2018-023. 2 – 3 May 2017. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. T. Reed*, T. Johnson (ph), m.ob. 
• 2018-040. 2 June 2017. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. T. Brown*(ph), J. Votta.  

There were two New Jersey records in 2017 of this 
sometimes difficult to observe, skulking warbler.  The 
first bird was initially heard from the vicinity of the 
trail system in Cape May Point State Park and was 
eventually tracked down and seen by multiple 
observers.  At Sandy Hook, on a day when the 
migration was slower than expected, the bird banding 
team was very surprised and excited to find a 
Swainson’s Warbler in their mist nets.  The bird was 
documented, photographed and released. 

One of two Swainson’s Warblers found in the state in 2017, this bird was 
initially heard singing at Cape May State Park.  Photo/T. Johnson 
 
 



 
 
MacGillivray’s Warbler Geothlypis tolmiei (2) 
• 2018-113. 17 – 20 December 2017. Atlantic 

Highlands, Monmouth Co. R. Fanning*(ph), L. 
Fanning, T. Boyle(ph), P. Cadigan*, m.ob. 

The highlight of the 2017 Sandy Hook Christmas 
Count was the finding of the second ever New Jersey 
record of MacGillivray’s Warbler.  The only previous 
record was in Cape May from the 12 November 1997 
to 11 January 1998.  Excited birders who were 
participating in the count, quickly congregated on the 
small Popamora Point Park to refind the bird and get a 
look at this rare vagrant.  Excellent photos were 
provided to the Committee making the decision very 
easy.  The MacGillivray’s Warbler continued working 
in the thickets of the park through December 20. 

This MacGillivray’s Warbler was the second state record for New Jersey 
and thrilled the participants in the Sandy Hook Christmas Count. 
Photo/T. Boyle 
 
Black-throated Gray Warbler Setophaga 
nigrescens (26) 
• 2018-085. 18 October 2017. Villas, Cape May Co. 

H. Tomlinson*(ph). 
• 2018-105. 15 November – 7 December 2017. 

Northfield, Atlantic Co. D. Kaczorowski (ph). 

2017 saw two records of Black-throated Gray 
Warbler; there had not been one since 2014.  Of the 
western warbler species, Black-throated Gray 
Warblers are one of the more common vagrants to the 
east coast.  These are the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth 
records for New Jersey.  The majority of Black-
throated Gray Warbler sightings are from coastal 
locations and occur during the fall and early winter.    
The first record was a brief fifteen-minute view of the 
warbler as it moved with a feeding flock of kinglets.  
The observer was able to get photographs.  The second 

record was on private property in Atlantic County.  
The observer first noticed the bird on November 15th 

but did not see it again for some time.  He observed it 
again on December 7th when he photographed the bird.    
 
LeConte’s Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii (44) 
• 2018-119. 30 December 2017 – 20 January 2018. 

Thompson Park, Monmouth Co. P. Becker, A. 
Astalos (ph), T. Brown, R. Veit (ph), A. Chodan, 
S. Reynolds, m.ob. 

New Jersey’s only 2017 record of LeConte’s Sparrow 
came from an inland park in Monmouth Co.  
LeConte’s Sparrow has a reputation for being a 
difficult to photograph, skulking bird.  This particular 
bird lingered in the same general brushy area of the 
park for several weeks allowing multiple observers to 
obtain good photographs.  LeConte’s Sparrows have 
become regular fall and winter visitors to New Jersey, 
with at least one record every year since 2005.   
 
“Gambel’s” White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia 
leucophrys gambeli (15) 
• 2018-115 17 December 2017. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. G. Armistead (ph), D. Gochfeld (ph), 
m.ob. 

This is the fifteenth record of the Gambel’s sub-
species of White-crowned Sparrow for New Jersey, 
with most of the records occurring in the fall and early 
winter.  The last few records from 2011 and 2013 were 
adult birds.  This individual was a hatch year bird.  
Multiple observers obtained excellent photos showing 
the pale lores and a “candy-corn” colored bill.  It is 
possible that more records would occur in New Jersey, 
but it is likely that many New Jersey birders are 
unaware that the “Gambel’s” sub-species is a review 
species.  
 
Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana (51) 
• 2018-002. 7 January 2017. Monroe, Middlesex 

Co. Male.  J. Ladyhin(ph). 
• 2018-062. 11 August 2017. Ocean City, Cape May 

Co. A. Everhard*(ph). 
• 2018-116. 19 – 23 December 2017. Cape May, 

Cape May Co. M. Pasquarello*(ph), T. Johnson 
(ph), P. Domm, m.ob. 

• 2018-121. 30 December – 6 January 2018. 
Galloway Twp., Atlantic Co. J. Riling*(ph). 



Western Tanager has become a regular western 
vagrant to the state of New Jersey with sightings 
occurring almost annually.  2017 was a particularly 
busy year with four different records across the state.  
The August sighting is noteworthy as it was of an adult 
male in full breeding plumage.  This is only the second 
record in August for New Jersey.   Most of the records 
of Western Tanager occur in the late fall and winter 
months when this species will often take advantage of 
backyard feeders.    

This stunning male breeding plumage Western Tanager was 
spotted by the observer as she was visiting the heron rookery at 
the Ocean City Visitor’s Center.  Photo A.Everhard 

  
Painted Bunting Passerina ciris (63) 
• 2018-027. 30 April – 1 May 2017. Harvey Cedars, 

Ocean Co. Adult male. S. Warren (ph). 
• 2018-035. 12 May 2017. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. Female. S. Barnes*, B. Dodelson, J. 
Bloomfield, m.ob. 

• 2018-103. 26 November 2017. Manasquan, 
Monmouth Co. S. Barnes*, L. Mack. 

• 2018-114. 14 – 26 December 2017. Highland Park, 
Middlesex Co. B. Boeker (ph), L Bizarro, P. 
Belardo*(ph), J. Beetham (ph). 

Painted Buntings have been occurring with increasing 
frequency in the last decade with most years posting 
more than one record.  There has been a total of thirty-
two records since 2008, more than half of all of the 
state records.  2017 was no exception with four records 
in three different counties in the state.  Two of the 
observations were of stunning adult males, one at a 
feeder in Harvey Cedars and another one visiting a 
feeder in Highland Park.  A large NJ Audubon field 
trip was treated to great views of a female type at 
Sandy Hook.  A fourth bird, either a first-year male or 
female, was seen well in the brush at a conservation 
area in Manasquan.   

NOT ACCEPTED 
 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna 

autumnalis 
• 2018-047. 20 June 2017. Upper Freehold Twp., 

Monmouth Co. 

This report may well be correct; however, this was a 
two-second view of fly-by ducks.  With that amount 
of time the possibility of a misidentification is 
certainly higher than normal.  While the report was 
reasonably thorough, some uncertainty came through 
in the identification.  The committee felt it was best to 
leave this sighting off the official NJ State List. 
 
• 2018-057. 6 July 2017. Mannington Marsh, Salem 

Co. 

This report was gleaned from eBird.  As is very, very 
often the case, eBird descriptions do not meet the level 
of detail required for inclusion on the State List.  
Observers should be aware of the difference between 
an eBird report, and a full accounting of a sighting that 
is required for committee review.  This, unfortunately, 
does not seem to be the case in the current climate of 
rare bird reports. 

• 2018-082. 17 October 2017. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. 

See explanation for the above sighting (2018-057). 
 
Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) 
• 2018-091. 29 October 2017. Avalon, Cape May 

Co. 

Tis report did generate a good deal of discussion, and 
the committee was split over the final resolution.  
Ultimately, a couple factors merged in the decision not 
to add the bird to the State List.  One, there were two 
observers present, and only one thought this bird 
worthy of a report. And, two, several committee 
members found that the description too weighted in 
favor of ruling out Arctic Loon rather than actually 
describing why it was a Pacific Loon.  Again, possibly 
correct, but ultimately not convincing to all. 
 
• 2018-112. 22 November 2017. Forsythe NWR, 

Atlantic Co. 

Unless there was an error in the evidence provided, the 
bird in the photo is a Red-throated Loon. 



Audubon’s Shearwater  
• 2018-056. 1 July 2017. Barnegat Light, Ocean Co. 

This report is a perfect example of how an individual 
photograph can be misleading.  The angle of the photo 
makes the wings appear fore-shortened, giving the 
bird the short-winged appearance of an Audubon’s 
Shearwater.  However, the other features suggest 
Great Shearwater: longer, stouter bill, darker 
head/nape contrast, pale undertail coverts, capped 
head/nape areas, etc. 
 
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma castro 
• 2018-095. 2 September 2017. Off Ocean Co. 

Once again, we have an eBird report that does not meet 
the minimal requirements necessary for inclusion on 
the NJ State List.  Not only does it not meet the 
minimal requirements, there’s barely any description 
at all.  This problem seems only to get worse. 
 
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga 
• 2018-016b. 29 April – 3 May 2017. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. 

Another eBird-gleaned report.  One can start with the 
fact that the observer disputed, in the write-up, that 
Anhingas are rare in that area within the time-frame of 
the sighting.  This is obviously incorrect, as Anhingas 
are rare anywhere in NJ at any time (it is true that 
Anhinga reports that are not all that rare, but that’s 
another story).  Be that as it may, the description 
provided was not sufficient to rule out Double-crested 
Cormorant. 
 
• 2018-030. 6 May 2017. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

It should be noted at the outset that a report of multiple 
Anhingas in NJ (in this case three) is unprecedented.  
This was also an eBird-only report, although a fair 
amount of information was included with the report.  
The birds were described as being exceedingly high, 
appearing and disappearing in the clouds.  The 
description could be read as describing Anhingas, but 
could also be read as poor looks at Double-crested 
Cormorant.  A factor that also weighed heavily in the 
determination of the vote, was that multiple observers 
were present at the location of the sighting (South 
Cape May Meadows), but none could corroborate the 
sighting.  This is a tantalizing report from an 
experienced observer. However, consensus on the 
report could not be reached, and ultimately, the 

sighting was not conclusive enough to be included on 
the NJ State List. 
 
Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens 
• 2018-052. 30 June 2017. Manasquan Reservoir, 

Monmouth Co. 

The photo submitted with the eBird report is that of a 
Little Blue Heron. 
 
Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) 
• 2018-125. 17 May 2016. Cape May Court House, 

Cape May Co. 

Information and detail on this bird was not lacking, as 
photos and a description of the encounter were 
included.  There was not much consensus from the 
committee on exactly what this bird is.  Its appearance 
is somewhere between Little Egret and Snowy Egret, 
but the photos were somewhat distant and did not 
show the bird from multiple angles. The photos were 
sent to several outside experts, but again opinions were 
divided. 
 
Ruff (Calidris pugnax) 
• 2018-018. 25 April 2017. Heislerville WMA, 

Cumberland Co. 

This sighting is probably correct given the observers 
experience, however the details were minimal and did 
not really rule out similar birds.  In the end, the 
committee felt that details were insufficient to add the 
bird to the State List. 
 
Thick-billed Murre (Uria lomvia) 
• 2018-008. 11 -19 February 2017. Manasquan, 

Monmouth Co. 

This report contained fairly extensive details, and it 
certainly is a description of an Alcid.  In the end, 
however, the committee did not feel the details were 
convincing enough to identify it to species. 
 
Yellow-footed Gull (Larus livens) 
• 2018-004. 2 – 11 January 2017. Princeton, Mercer 

Co. 

A report of such a rarity as Yellow-footed Gull would 
require substantial details, and clear-cut evidence.  
While the details were fairly substantial (including two 
photos) in quantity, they were somewhat inconclusive 
in quality.  The photos appear to be that of an advanced 
2nd or 3rd cycle Great Black-backed Gull, and nothing 



in the written details is clearly supported by the photos.  
In the end, the committee felt that the bird was best left 
off the NJ State List. 
 
Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilocus 
alexandri) 
• 2018-074. 29 – 31 October 2015. Del Haven, Cape 

May Co. 

The bird in question here is unquestionably an 
Archilochus (either a Black-chinned or a Ruby-
throated).  Three photos are presented, none of which, 
in the opinion of the committee, were conclusive… 
and in fact lent somewhat more weight to an 
identification of Ruby-throated.  Separating female 
Archilocus is a challenge, and the committee 
ultimately felt that the challenge was not met by the 
evidence presented. 
 
Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinarescens) 
• 2018-041. 19 May 2017. Lafayette, Sussex Co. 

Spring Ash-throated Flycatchers are exceedingly rare 
in the east, and nearly unprecedented in NJ.  The rough 
sketch and slim details that accompanied this report 
were insufficient to convince the committee that this 
bird should be added to the NJ State List. 
 
Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata) 
• 2018-089. 7 November 2017. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. 

Black-throated Sparrow is an exceptionally rare bird 
in NJ, such that a photo, or multiple experienced 
observers, would go a long way to convince the 
committee to add such a rarity to the state list.  The 
description of the bird did superficially match a 
generic “black-throated” Sparrow, but in the end the 
committee felt that there was insufficient evidence for 
the inclusion of this report on the NJ State List. 
 
White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys 
gambelii) 
• 2018-123. 27 October 2013. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. 
• 2018-124. 25 October 2014. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. 

Both of these immature White-crowned Sparrows 
looked “odd” enough to dissuade the committee from 
adding them to the State List.  Hatch year White-
crowneds are problematic when assigning sub-species, 
and minor anomalies (a smudge here or an odd colored 
bill there) are enough to cast doubt. Both of these 
immature White-crowned Sparrows looked “odd” 
enough to dissuade the committee from adding them 
to the State List.  Hatch year White-crowneds are 
problematic when assigning sub-species, and minor 
anomalies (a smudge here or an odd colored bill there) 
are enough to cast doubt.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


