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COVER PHOTO: This Green Violet-ear was present at Locust, Monmouth County, on 23-24 August 2005 and 
established the first record for New Jersey and the East Coast. This photograph was taken on the second day, 
when the bird remained for less than an hour before disappearing. See page 77 for more details. Photo/www.
scottelowitzphotography.com
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New Jersey Bird Records Committee —  
Annual Report 2006

by SCott BARNeS, Joe BuRGiel, ViNCe eliA, JeNNiFeR hANSoN,  

he New Jersey Bird Records Committee 
(hereafter “NJBRC” or “the Committee”) 
held meetings on 5-6 November 2005 in Cape  

total of accepted state records. The record(s) con-
sidered by the Committee are then listed, arranged 
by date. For each record entry, the internal NJBRC 
index number is given, followed by date, location, 
and county. If the report involved more than one 
individual, the number of birds is given following 
the location; all records involve a single bird unless 
otherwise noted. Then, for accepted records, data 
on finders and documenters are given. The finder’s 
name, if known, is listed first, followed by a semicolon 
and the names of the other observers who submitted 
some form of documentation to the Committee (in 
alphabetical order), accompanied by symbols: “*” 
indicates that written documentation was submitted; 
“ph” denotes a photo or videotape. Following these 
data, comments are provided to explain important 
or interesting aspects of the records.

Other abbreviations used: Co. = County; NJAS 
= New Jersey Audubon Society; NWR = National 
Wildlife Refuge; Res. = Reservoir; SP = State Park; 
Twp. = Township; WMA = Wildlife Management 
Area.

ACCepted ReCoRdS
“Black” Brant Branta bernicla nigricans (10 records 
since 1996)
•  2006-057. 18 Nov 2005-8 Feb 2006, South Am-

boy, Middlesex Co. (2 birds) *S. Barnes (ph); C. 
Krilowicz (ph).

•  2006-115. 8 Jan-5 Apr 2006, South Amboy, Mid-
dlesex Co. *L. Larson, J. Williams; T. Boyle (ph).

Two individuals were present sporadically through-
out much of the winter of 2005-2006 and were 
probably the same birds as those present during the 
winter of 2004-2005; two “Black” Brant were also 
noted across Raritan Bay on Staten Island this winter 
and were possibly the same individuals. An apparent 
sub-adult bird—distinguishable from the two adults 
by plumage—was also documented at South Amboy 
in Spring 2006.

Garganey Anas querquedula (2)
•  2006-012. 2-30 Jun 2005, Barnegat, Ocean Co., 

and (2006-013) Forsythe (Brigantine) NWR, 

May and 26 March 2006 in Freehold. Ninety-five 
reports were considered and voted. Three species 
(Magnificent Frigatebird, Green Violet-ear, and 
Brown-headed Nuthatch) were added to the New 
Jersey state list in 2005, bringing the grand total to 
460 species as of January 2006. The current state list 
is available at http://www.princeton.edu/~llarson/
slist.html

Voting NJBRC members during the period cov-
ered by this report were Scott Barnes, Bill Boyle, Joe 
Burgiel, Vince Elia, Paul Guris, Jennifer Hanson, 
Paul Lehman, Brian Moscatello, Richard Veit, Chris 
Vogel, and George Wenzelburger. Leaving the Com-
mittee after the April 2006 meeting were Bill Boyle 
and Brian Moscatello. We appreciate their many 
and substantial contributions. Nikolas Haass and Jim 
Zamos began new terms in 2006-2007. Scott Barnes 
continues as Chair and Laurie Larson continues as 
non-voting Secretary.

Articles dealing with committee deliberations and 
published within the past year included “Identifica-
tion Criteria for Young Female Bullock’s and Balti-
more Orioles” by Richard R. Veit (NJB 32:22-25).

The NJBRC would like to thank all the observers 
who submitted documentation during the past year. 
The Committee would have an impossible job without 
the support of these birders. Although “digiscoping” 
has made the documentation of many rarities easier, 
there is still an important place for field notes; good 
notes can strengthen the case made by photos of 
less-than-stellar quality.

The format used to present data is standardized. 
Records are grouped by Committee actions, with Ac-
cepted records listed first, followed by reports that the 
Committee did not accept (identification was not suf-
ficiently supported by the documentation supplied), 
and then a group for records treated specially. Within 
each group, records are presented in phylogenetic 
order (according to the A.O.U. Check-list 7th edition 
and supplements). For each species, the English and 
scientific names are given, followed by the current 
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Atlantic Co. *McD. Barrow (ph), *D. Larsen 
(ph); *J. Carragher.

A drake was first discovered on 2 June in Barnegat 
Township (not Barnegat Light) and documented by 
an identifiable, albeit poor-quality screen capture. 
On 18 June a drake was well photographed from the 
“gull pond tower” at Forsythe (Brigantine) NWR, 
with another observation there on 30 June. The com-
mittee voted to combine the three observations as 
most likely involving the same individual, with a date 
range of 2-30 June at two locations. This represents 
the second record of Garganey for New Jersey, both 
of which have been in June.

Barrow’s Goldeneye Bucephala islandica (16)
•  2006-004. 26 Mar 2005, Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. *A. Sigerson, *S. Barnes.

•  2006-055. 17 Dec 2005, Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. S. Barnes et al. (Sandy Hook CBC); T. Boyle 
(ph), M. Fahay (ph), *S. Keller, C. Krilowicz (ph), 
K. Lukens (ph), *S. Malmid.

The 26 March bird was a subadult male and prob-
ably a migrant, as it did not linger. The female bird 
was deemed a returning bird. There were reports of at 
least two female Barrow’s Goldeneyes at Sandy Hook 
during Winter 2005-2006, though no documentation 
involving two individuals noted simultaneously was 
received.

Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica (15)
•  2006-018. Manasquan Inlet, Ocean Co. and 2006-

019 Wreck Pond, Monmouth Co. 22 Feb-3 Mar 
2005. *B. Resotko; *J. Carragher, *B. Fetz, *S. 
Keller, *N. Taylor.

A convincing sketch highlighted the documenta-
tion of this rare visitor to the state. The two locations 
are easily within roaming distance for a wintering 
loon, so the two were thought likely to involve the 

same bird. The Manasquan Inlet/North Shore area 
has hosted most of the recent records of Pacific Loon 
in the state.

Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis (43)
•  2006-066. 30 Oct 2005, Wreck Pond, Monmouth 

Co. *T. Loveland (ph).

•  2006-067. 17-24 Dec 2005, Lakes Bay, West At-
lantic City, Atlantic Co. *W. Dasey (Oceanville 
CBC); *S. Keller.

The Wreck Pond bird made a good case for having 
written documentation as well as photographs: a few 
of the images of the bird were ambiguous, but with 
the written details the record was accepted. Identi-
fication of molting Eared and Horned Grebes can be 
difficult, and documentation should focus heavily on 
the exact shape/structure of the bill. There are only 
two previous records of Eared Grebe during October; 
the majority of sightings come from December to 
March. The Atlantic City bird (see photo in NJB 
31:34) was voted to be a returning bird. Last year 
there were two individuals at this location, and the 
site has previous records of this species as well.

Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis (16)
•  2006-100. 23 Nov-7 Dec 2005, South Amboy, 

Middlesex Co. and (2006-098) 9-12 Jan 2006, 
Sandy Hook, Monmouth Co. *P. Dexter & K. 
Klapper, T. Frantz; *S. Barnes, *N. Haass, C. 
Krilowicz (ph).

The majority of the committee voted to combine 

This “Black” Brant (right center) was one of two birds 
that returned for at least their second winter to South 
Amboy, and which were present from 18 November 
2005-8 February 2006, photographed here on its first 
day. This subspecies is likely annual in very small num-
bers amongst the huge aggregations of migrant and 
wintering Brant in the state. Photo/Scott	Barnes

This male Garganey was first seen in Barnegat Township on 2 June 2005. Then, 
what was presumed to be the same individual, was seen on two occasions at For-
sythe (Brigantine) National Wildlife Refuge: on 18 (here) and 30 June. This is the 
second record of Garganey for New Jersey. Photo/David	Larsen

➟
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the South Amboy record with the Sandy Hook record. 
The distance between the two locales is 12 miles and 
there is no date overlap, making a strong case for 
one individual that moved around. The descriptions 
ruled out the similar Clark’s Grebe, which has been 
documented at least twice on the Eastern Seaboard 
(in Virginia and Maine).

Anhinga Anhinga anhinga (13)
•  2006-050. 5 Sep 2005, Southampton, Burlington 

Co. *B. Confer.

Anhinga reports in New Jersey are invariably less 
than “one-hour wonders” involving soaring birds that 
then disappear; this record was accepted on strong 
details by an experienced observer who had time 
to view the bird through a scope as it soared. The 
fall date of this record is unusual, with virtually all 
accepted records of this species occurring between 
late April and June.

Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens (2)
•  2006-079. 6 Nov 2005, Barnegat Light, Ocean 

Co. *N. Cooke & S. Liebhaber (ph), R. Holden. 
[adult female]

•  2006-071. 9 Nov 2005, Union Beach, Monmouth 
Co. *T. Boyle (ph). [juvenile]

First state records.
Long overdue, these two records had the pho-

tographic documentation required to totally rule 
out any other remotely possible frigatebird species. 
Photographs of the adult female at Barnegat Light 
showed the dark head and throat with white breast 
mark that eliminate Great Frigatebird. The absence 
of white marks in the axillaries eliminated Lesser 
Frigatebird. Then, just three days later, a juvenile was 
found at Union Beach on Raritan Bay. The pattern 
on the underparts of this bird shown in the superb 
photos (e.g., front cover NJB 32(2)) matched the 
illustrations of juvenile Magnificent Frigatebird in 
both Harrison (1988) and Howell (1994). The early 
November 2005 influx of frigatebirds to the Northeast 
and Mid-Atlantic regions was likely at least partly 
the result of the passage of Hurricane Wilma off the 
coast to our east in late October.

Frigatebird sp. Fregata sp. (17)
•  2006-010. 19 Jul 2005, Cape May, Cape May Co. 

J. Fiedler (ph), *R. Weiman. [adult male]

•  2006-041. 19 or 20 Jul 2005, Town Bank, Cape 
May Co. *P. Spencer. [immature]

•  2006-011. 29 Jul 2005 Stone Harbor Point, Cape 
May Co. *O.S. Nelson & L. M. Nelson. [adult 
female]

•  2006-042. 20 Aug 2005, Holgate, Ocean Co. *D. 
Ziolkowski (ph). [adult male]

•  2006-078. 20 Sep 2005, Barnegat Light, Ocean 
Co. *T. Berch, *B. Kurtz. [adult male]

•  2006-080. 7 Nov 2005, Cape May, Cape May Co. B. 
Boehm & K. Beale; *P. Lehman. [adult female]

•  2006-070. 9 Nov 2005, Atlantic Highlands, 
Monmouth Co. *P. Bacinski, *S. Barnes. [adult 
male]

Prior to 2005, there were ten accepted records 
of frigatebird sp. for the state. In 2005, there were 
seven (!!) documented frigatebirds sp. between July 
and November, plus the two Magnificent Frigatebirds 
noted above. There was considerable discussion 
among committee members about accepting all the 
frigatebirds as Magnificents, given the low probability 
of any other species occurring in New Jersey, but 
ultimately it was decided to continue a conservative 
approach with regard to frigatebird identification and 
acceptance. There are multiple documented records in 
the U.S. of both Great and Lesser Frigatebirds, so the 
possibility exists that a non-Magnificent Frigatebird 
could appear here.

 The 19 July Cape May bird was well photo-
graphed (see NJB 32:36) but still did not reveal 
enough details to completely eliminate the similar 
species. The written descriptions of the Town Bank, 
Stone Harbor, Holgate, and Barnegat Light birds were 
more than adequate to accept as Frigatebird sp., but 

The NJBRC has taken a conservative approach to the acceptance of frigatebird re-
cords to species, choosing instead to accept previous sightings as pertaining “only” 
to “frigatebird sp.” But in 2005 two individuals were documented with enough 
detail to show characters unique to Magnificent—including this beautifully photo-
graphed juvenile bird at Union Beach, Raritan Bay, on 9 November. This bird’s white 
head (lacking rusty tones) and the location and shapes of the dark breast “spur” 
and white belly patch combine to eliminate both Great and Lesser Frigatebirds. 
Both of these remote contenders have occurred a few times in North America. A 
surge in early November 2005 frigatebirds in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic was 
likely partly the result of the late-October passage of Hurricane Wilma off the coast.  
Photo/Tom	Boyle
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again lacked specific details that would unequivo-
cally rule out Great and Lesser Frigatebirds. Details 
regarding the adult female at Cape May 7 November 
ruled out Great Frigatebird and probably Lesser, but 
was ultimately accepted as Frigatebird sp. Without 
comparative photos, the committee voted not to lump 
this sighting with the adult female Magnificent Frig-
atebird photographed (see NJB 32:33) the previous 
day at Barnegat Light, given the slug of frigatebird 
sightings in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic during 
that time frame. (Also, later on 7 November, the 
same adult female and an adult male frigatebird were 
seen across Delaware Bay at Lewes, Delaware.) The 
adult male at Atlantic Highlands was discovered by 
observers looking for the juvenile seen earlier in the 
day at Union Beach! Great Frigatebird was eliminated 
on the basis that there was no white in the axillar 
area, but Lesser Frigatebird could not be completely 
eliminated based of the details submitted.

White Ibis Eudocimus albus (15 records since 
1996)
•  2006-104. 28 Sep 2005, Cape May, Cape May Co. 

*T. Reed, *C. Vogel.

White Ibis continues its recent annual streak in 
southern coastal New Jersey. This mid-September 
report falls within the typical date-range of this 
species in the state.

White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi (26)
•  2006-032. 7-15 May 2005, Reed’s Beach, Cape May 

Co. (2+ birds). T. Reed, *J. Hanson, K. Lukens 
(ph).

•  2006-033. 2 Jun-2 Jul 2005 Forsythe (Brigantine) 
NWR, Atlantic Co. *N. Haass, K. Lukens (ph), 
*J. McKee.

Accounting for and differentiating between indi-
vidual White-faced Ibis reports at Reed’s Beach was 
challenging. Certainly at least one adult and one 
immature make two birds, and careful descriptions 
and photographs submitted increase the likelihood 
that up to four birds may have been present, with an 
adult and immature together on 12 May.

 Annual in recent years at Brigantine Refuge, 
White-faced Ibis continue to appear there during 
summer. Finding immatures and non-breeding adults 
becomes difficult as the season progresses, during which 
time eye and leg color remain key field marks.

Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus (72)
•  2006-021. 6 Apr 2005, Huber Woods, Monmouth 

Co. S. Skinner (ph).

•  2006-022. 25-26 Apr 2005, Cape May, Cape May 
Co. *M. O’Brien & L. Zemaitis; *J. Hunnicutt, 
*K. Lukens.

•  2006-025. 23 Jun 2005, Cape May, Cape May Co. 
R. Crossley (ph).

Typical dates of this elusive-but-annual wanderer 
to New Jersey, the 2005 crop of sightings occurred 
in the two counties that have the lion’s share of the 
state’s records.

Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni (24 records since 
1996)
•  2006-097. 22 Sep 2005, Cape May, Cape May Co. 

*T. Magarian. Lumped with 2006-094.

•  2006-094. 24 Sep 2005, Cape May, Cape May Co. 
*M. O’Brien.

•  2006-096. 26 Oct 2005, Cape May, Cape May Co. 
*T. Magarian, *M. O’Brien.

Given the closeness of the two dates, and the same 
plumage (dark-morph immature), and the tendency 
of Swainson’s Hawks to linger in the Cape May area 
for a few days, the committee decided to lump the 
first two records as involving a single individual. 
Record 2006-096 involved a light-morph immature 
bird. Cape May is by far the most reliable place for 
Swainson’s Hawk in the state, with 19 of 24 accepted 
records from that location.

Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus (18)
•  2006-014. 12-13 Feb 2005, Mannington, Salem 

Co. *D. Magpiong (ph).

The video submitted satisfied the majority of 
the committee that this immature brown bird was a 
true Gyrfalcon, with no suggestion of hybrid blood. 
Possibly the same individual relocated to nearby 
Delaware after the Salem County sighting. When 

Swainson’s Hawk is essentially annual in autumn at Cape May, with almost all birds 
seen there being juveniles, but involving a variety of color morphs—from light to 
intermediate to dark. This young dark-morph bird was nicely sketched on 22-24 
September 2005. Sketch/Michael	O’Brien

➟
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reporting sightings of Gyrfalcon, observers need to 
consider the possibility of escaped falconry birds, 
including hybrids that may superficially resemble 
wild Gyrfalcons. The previous accepted record of 
this species in the state was in 2000.

Yellow Rail Coturnicops noveboracensis (31)
•  2006-106. 19 Oct 2005, Bay Head, Ocean Co. B. 

Resotko; *S. Barnes (ph), M. Fahay (ph). Speci-
men.

•  2006-107. 18 Dec 2005, Wildwood Crest, Cape 
May Co. *T. Magarian; *N. Haass (Cape May 
CBC).

Although believed to be a regular migrant through 
New Jersey, this species is rarely detected here. 
Most records have been during the fall, and the one 
above for December represents the latest date. The 
Bay Head individual was found dead; the Cape May 
individual was found on the Christmas Bird Count 
and documented thoroughly.

Wilson’s Plover Charadrius wilsonia (13 records since 
1963, when last nested)
•  2006-035. 26 Mar 2005, Holgate, Ocean Co *S. 

Rutkowski & S. Behrens (ph).

•  2006-036. 29 Apr-17 May 2005, Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. L. Amarasekera, J. MacArthur; M. 
Fahay (ph), C. Krilowicz (ph), S. Elowitz (ph).

An uncommon breeder in the state until the early 
1960s, this species is now only a very rare visitor. These 
two individuals are the 12th and 13th recorded since 
that time. The latest date for the Holgate bird—a 
male (photo in NJB 31:89)—is unknown because 
the area was closed for Piping Plover nesting on 1 
April. The Sandy Hook bird was a female (photo in 
NJB 31:89).

“Eurasian” Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus ssp. (3 
records since 1996)
•  2006-045. 3 Jul 2005, Wildwood, Cape May Co. 

B. Carlough, J. Holod (ph).

One of the white-rumped races, this individual 
is the third recorded since the taxon was placed on 
the review list in 1996. There are 12 earlier reports 
including one of a bird that returned in spring to 
Linwood, Atlantic County, in 10 of the 11 years 
between 1973 and 1983.

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea (12 records 
since 1996)
•  2006-006. 13-17 May 2005, Nummy Island and 

vic., Cape May Co. (up to 2 birds). M. O’Brien; M. 
Anderson (ph), S. Keller (ph), C. Taylor (ph).

Virtually annual since the 1950s, reports of this 
species declined in the 1980s. Underscoring a recent 
apparent “recovery,” these two individuals provide 
the 12th record since the species was placed on the 
review list in 1996. Both birds were photographed 
(see NJB 31:94), with one in mostly alternate plum-
age and one still in mostly basic plumage.

Franklin’s Gull Larus pipixcan (22)
•  2006-044. 12 Jul 1993, Cape May, Cape May Co. 

D. Sibley; *L. Zemaitis.

•  2006-069. 8-14 Nov 2005, Cape May, Cape May 
Co. (total of 3 birds). R. Crossley (ph), *G. Myers 
(ph), *K. Lukens (ph).

Only six of the now 22 state records of Franklin’s 
Gull preceded the 1990s. Like the early-November 
Frigatebirds, these three individuals may have been 
delivered by Hurricane Wilma. The three birds in 
2005 were seen over a week’s time, with two seen 
only once, briefly, and one seen over two days. They 
comprised a first-year, a second-year, and an adult. 
The 1993 bird was an adult.

Sabine’s Gull Xema sabini (15)
•  2006-092. 11 Sep 2005, Warren Twp, Somerset 

Co. *M. Hiotis.

First recorded in New Jersey in 1979, over half 
of all Sabine’s Gull records here have been from the 

The exceptionally secretive Yellow Rail is probably a low-density regular migrant 
through New Jersey in mid- and late autumn (and probably into early winter?), 
slightly less regular in spring—as it migrates from and to its localized breeding areas 
in eastern Canada. But its furtive behavior results in few documented state records. 
Some sightings have emphasized the overall yellowish or buff color of the bird, a 
character probably more fitting of a young Sora. Yellow Rails are actually much 
darker bodied—with extensive dark barring—as evidenced on this individual that 
was found dead in Bay Head, Ocean County, on 19 October 2005. Photo/Mike	
Fahay
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past decade. This individual, in second-year plumage, 
was well documented with an excellent sketch and 
a detailed description.

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea (13 records since 1996)
•  2006-002. 25 May 2005, Palmyra, Burlington Co. 

*F. Windfelder.

•  2006-001. 26 May 2005 Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. (2 birds). *M. Fahay (ph).

These on-shore birds were part of a storm-caused 
influx of Arctic Terns. Very rare ashore and casual 
inland, the individual at Palmyra provided only the 
state’s second accepted record so far away from the 
coast. Among other inland reports in the state at this 
time, this was the only one submitted. A photo of one of 
the Sandy Hook birds was published in NJB 31:89.

Thick-billed Murre Uria lomvia (9 records since 
1996)
•  2006-039. 28 Jan 2005, Barnegat Inlet, Ocean 

Co. *B. Mathys.

•  2006-026. 29 Jan-16 Mar 2005, northern Mon-
mouth Co. (8+ birds). *P. Guris; *S. Barnes, M. 
Fahay (ph), *N. Haass, J. Klizas (ph), C. Krilowicz 
(ph), F. Pfeiffer (ph), A. Sigerson (ph); and 2006-
043. 9-12 Feb 2005, Belmar, Monmouth Co. *A. 
Tongas (ph).

Part of an invasion of this species—with reports 
extending from Maine to South Carolina—these 9+ 
individuals more than doubled the state’s total since 
this species was placed on the review list in 1996.  

Record 2006-026 is a summary of all Monmouth 
County records compiled by the committee (see  
photos in NJB 31(2): front cover, 30), including  
record 2006-043. There is evidence of at least eight 
birds in that county, although the Committee be-
lieves there were more. Several other birds were 
reportedly found dead onshore but no specimens 
were retained.

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle (12)
•  2006-058. 3 Dec 2005-11 Jan 2006, Barnegat 

Light, Ocean Co. Delaware County Bird Club field 
trip; S. Elowitz (ph), *N. Haass (ph), K. Karlson 
(ph).

This individual provided a great opportunity for 
New Jersey birders to view this casual species. With 
the exception of an individual during the winter 
of 1962-1963, it is the only one to have remained 
longer than one day. Extremely well described and 
photographed (see cover photo NJB 32 (3)), it was 
seen by many observers.

Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto (5)
•  2006-009. 12-21 May 2005, Sandy Hook, Mon-

mouth Co. *N. Kazanjian & *J. McKee; B. Devlin 
(ph),*B. Dodelson, M. Fahay (ph), D. Juettner 
(ph), L. Stehlik & J. McCarthy (ph).

•  2006-008. 21 May 2005, Cape May, Cape May 
Co. *P. Bacinski, S. Barnes.

These are the fourth and fifth New Jersey records 
of this expanding species. A photo of the Sandy 
Hook bird appeared in NJB 31:90. Though to date 
the Northeast has participated only marginally in the 
species’ colonization of the U.S., we may eventually 
see it much more often here (see RNJB 24:5-6).

In addition to the “mini-invasion” of frigatebirds as-
sociated with the passage of Hurricane Wilma, a sub-
stantial number of Franklin’s Gulls were displaced by 
the storm between the end of October and well into 
November 2005 along the East Coast and all the way 
to western Europe. This individual photographed in 
Cape May on 14 November was one of three individu-
als seen there over a several-day period. Photo/Karl	
Lukens

This Black Guillemot delighted scores of observers by remaining from 3 December 
2005-11 January 2006 at Barnegat Light. Photo/www.scottelowitzphotography.
com

➟
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White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica (23)
•  2006-034. 25 Feb 2005, Margate, Atlantic Co. 

M. Hyett (ph).

•  2006-105. 6 Nov 2005, Cape May, Cape May Co. 
R. Crossley; *P. Bacinski.

Annual, with multiple records each year since 
2002, White-winged Dove may be mirroring here 
its spread in the U.S. from the Great Plains to 
Florida. November and May dates have been typi-
cal; the winter report (see photo in NJB 31:34) is 
less expected.

Green Violet-ear Colibri thalassinus (1)
•  2006-074. 23-24 Aug 2005, Rumson (Locust), 

Monmouth Co. T. Shaheen; S. Elowitz (ph), *M. 
Fahay (ph). First State Record.

Surely New Jersey’s bird of the year, this Green 
Violet-ear was found in the afternoon of 23 August 
and seen by those present before 7 AM on 24 August. 
Most records of this species in the U.S. are from 
summer in Texas and adjacent states. The closest 
previous records come from eastern West Virginia 
and western North Carolina, but this is the first for 
the East Coast. This individual was of the nominate 
race, which has a range from central Mexico to 
north-central Nicaragua. Members of the races from 
Costa Rica, Panama, and South America lack the 
blue chin, and all but a few individuals from Costa 
Rica and Panama lack the blue belly patch. See the 
article discussing this record in this issue of NJB. A 
photo was published previously in NJB 32:12.

Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri 
(3)
•  2006-059. 20-27 Nov 2005, Barnegat Light, Ocean 

Co. M. Spingola; S. Elowitz (ph), *N. Haass, 
*F. Lesser, T. Loveland (ph), K. Lukens (ph), I. 
Schneider (ph), *A. Tongas (ph).

Excellent photographs (see NJB 32:34), including 
several showing the shape of the tenth (outermost) 
primary, confirmed the identification of this Black-
chinned Hummingbird. The same hummingbird 
feeder attracted a Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird 
in November 2001 and a very late Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird in November 2004.

Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus (12)
•  2006-085. 22 Aug 2005, Cape May, Cape May 

Co. *M. O’Brien; *V. Elia.

An adult male with an entirely rufous back, this was 
the only unambiguous Rufous Hummingbird of 2005’s 
lot. Though in most cases in-hand measurements 
and/or close-up photographs have been required to 
identify females and immatures of this species-pair 
to species, a bit under half of all Rufous/Allen’s 
Hummingbirds recorded in New Jersey have been 
identified to species.

Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird 
Selasphorus rufus/sasin (18)
•  2006-086. 29 Sep-1 Oct 2005, Goshen, Cape May 

Co. P. Sutton; *J. Wasse (ph).

•  2006-087. 4 Oct-17 Dec 2005, Verga, Gloucester 
Co. *D. & P. Amadio; E. Crunkleton (ph), *N. 
Haass, *G. Johnson (ph), *S. Keller, C. Krilowicz 
(ph), K. Lukens (ph), E. Steward (ph).

•  2006-091. 24 Oct-14 Dec 2005, New Lisbon, 
Burlington Co. G. Senter; *T. Bailey, *S. Keller 
(ph).

•  2006-090. 30 Oct-13 Dec 2005, Paulsboro, 
Gloucester Co. V. Manzoni (ph).

•  2006-089. 8 Nov 2005, Cape May, Cape May Co. 
G. Kerr (ph).

The flood of Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird records 
continues. A photograph of the Goshen bird was 
published in NJB 32:40. The Verga individual showed 
strong suggestions of being a Rufous, but photographs 
(e.g., NJB 32:36, 57) did not show critical details 
that would conclusively eliminate Allen’s. The 
New Lisbon bird was identified by some observers 
and committee members as a Rufous, but enough 
uncertainty remained that the Committee overall 
took the more conservative position and accepted 
it as “only” as a Rufous/Allen’s.

The state’s third Black-chinned Hummingbird remained at a Barnegat Light feeder 
from 20-27 November 2005. It was identified as this species rather than as a late 
Ruby-throated on the basis of its duller crown; duller greenish back and weaker face 
pattern; broad, recurved, club-shaped outermost (P10) primary (often hidden by 
P9); and active tail-pumping behavior when hovering. Photo/www.scottelowitz-
photography.com
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Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens (32)
• 2006-051. 12-16 Nov 2005, Assunpink, Monmouth 

Co. S. Galen; *S. Keller.

•  2006-052. 13 Nov 2005, Cape May, Cape May 
Co. *N. Haass, N. Kontonicolas (ph).

•  2006-108. 19 Nov 2005, Verona, Essex Co. *K. 
Dedrick.

•  2006-053. 29 Nov 2005, Cape May, Cape May 
Co. *G. Myers; *K. Lukens.

Annual for more than a decade, and with multiple 
reports in most recent years, Ash-throated Flycatcher 
has become virtually expected in November. The As-
sunpink and Verona individuals represent only the 3rd 
and 4th inland records; the remainder are coastal. The 
Assunpink bird was also the second at that location 
and was found not far from the site of the first New 
Jersey record. A photograph of the 13 November Cape 
May bird was published in NJB 32:40.

Gray Kingbird Tyrannus dominicensis (8)
•  2006-073. 19 Oct 2005, Parkertown, Ocean Co. 

*T. Graf (ph).

Unfortunately, word of the discovery of this casual 
species did not reach the birding community until 
two months after the fact. However the bird was 
photographed (see NJB 32:35) and the record not 
lost. Of the eight New Jersey records, seven have 
been in fall, and seven have been coastal; both facts 
typical also of New York, Connecticut, and Mas-
sachusetts reports.

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus (41)
•  2006-038. 17 May 2005, Atlantic City Airport, 

Atlantic Co. J. Dowdell (ph).

•  2006-093. 4 Nov 2005, Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. *P. Bacinski; *S. Barnes, *M. Fahay (ph).

Photographs of both individuals of this unmistak-
able species left no doubt as to their identification. 
The Sandy Hook record is only the eighth fall record 
in the state. Of the remainder, 32 are from spring and 
one is from summer.

Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus (5 records 
since 1996)
•  2006-016. 22 Mar-5 Apr 2005, Marlboro, Mon-

mouth Co. *B. Resotko, *J. Carragher, *A. Galli; 
*T. Boyle, S. Elowitz (ph), M. Fahay (ph), *J. 
Hanson, *N. Haass, C. Krilowicz (ph), K. Lukens 
(ph), *A. Souto (ph), A. Tongas (ph).

Virtually extirpated as a breeder in the Northeast 
and almost so as a migrant, this Loggerhead Shrike 
was a very welcome visitor. The presence of this 
individual at Big Brook Park on dates consistent 
with spring migration provides us with a tiny bit of 

encouragement regarding the status of this species. 
This bird was present for more than two weeks and was 
observed by many observers and well photographed 
(see NJB 31:90).

Bell’s Vireo Vireo bellii (6)
•  2006-056. 9 Sep 2005, Cape May, Cape May Co. 

C. Charlesworth; *M. O’Brien.

Prior to 1994 there was only one New Jersey record 
of Bell’s Vireo, that one in 1959. Since then there 
have been five. This is one of the few state records 
in which voice helped establish the identification. 
Seen by only one observer, and heard-only by another, 
this bird was present for only part of one morning. 
No determination of the subspecies involved could 
be made.

Cave Swallow Petrochelidon fulva (32)
•  2006-062. 26 Oct-18 Nov 2005, Cape May, Cape 

May Co. (250? birds). *V. Elia, *N. Haass, *P. 
Lehman, *M. O’Brien, *D. Stoner.

•  2006-063. 3-6 Nov 2005, Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. (2+ birds). *S Barnes.

The presence of Cave Swallow at Cape May has 
become a foreseeable event between the last few days 
of October and early December. Most sightings are 
related to an extended period of southwesterly flow 
followed by the passage of a cold front and a switch 
in wind direction to west, northwest, or north. Vary-
ing numbers of birds may remain for days after the 
front moves through. In 2006 exceptional numbers 
were encountered, especially on 10 November when 
numbers at Cape May Point probably exceeded 
200 birds, though it is often difficult to determine 
whether birds are circling the lower peninsula or 

This Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was photographed at Sandy Hook on 4 November 
2005. Most records of this somewhat regular vagrant to the state come from 
spring. Photo/Mike	Fahay

➟



74	—	Fall	2006

passing straight through. Sightings away from Cape 
May, while not typically involving more than a few 
birds, have become more regular, as with the 2+ birds 
at Sandy Hook.

Brown-headed Nuthatch Sitta pusilla (1)
•  2006-005. 23-28 Jul 2005, Cape May, Cape May 

Co. R. Crossley (ph), S. Elowitz (ph); *J. Burgiel, 
K. Lukens (ph), *G. Wenzelburger.

Long anticipated by some, this first state record 
was an elusive adversary for many of the observers 
who searched for a glimpse of it in the pines along 
the Cape May Point dunes. The northern limit of 
the species’ breeding range is directly across Delaware 
Bay at Cape Henlopen in Delaware. A long-standing 
joke at Cape May was that on a very, very clear day, 
if one looked hard enough from Cape May Point, 
maybe a Brown-headed Nuthatch could be spot-
ted flitting around the pines at the ferry terminal 
in Lewes. How this individual came to be in Cape 
May is a mystery given the species’ largely sedentary 
lifestyle. See the article discussing this record in this 
issue of NJB. A photo was published previously in 
NJB 32(1):front cover.

Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana (29)
•  2006-028. 28 Jan-15 Apr 2005, Absecon, Atlantic 

Co. K. Arcuri; E. Bristow (ph), *N. Haass, K. 
Lukens (ph).

•  2006-099. 4 Dec 2005, Forsythe (Brigantine) 
NWR, Atlantic Co. *N. Haass (ph).

Western Tanager is a somewhat regular fall and 
winter visitor to the East, and to New Jersey in par-

ticular, with over 30 records from our state. Both of 
the above birds were well photographed, leaving little 
doubt as to the identification. For those observers 
without a camera who may encounter what they 
believe to be a female- or immature-type Western 
Tanager, a description ruling out Scarlet Tanager, 
Orchard Oriole, and Baltimore Oriole would be the 
first order of business.

Henslow’s Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii (9 records 
since 1996)
•  2006-076. 30 Oct 2005, Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. *T Boyle (ph); *R. Fanning.

Sparrows can be very frustrating to identify and to 
describe, so the irrefutable photos included with this 
record made acceptance straightforward. A side-angle 
photo strikingly revealed the large-billed, flat-headed 
profile typical of this species, whereas another showed 
all of the other requisite field marks.

Le Conte’s Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii (24)
•  2006-077. 30 Oct 2005, Allendale, Bergen Co. 

J. Schleicher, *G. Schultze; G. Barrack (ph), *R. 
Fanning, P. Lombardi (ph), *J. Workman.

The photographs (see NJB 32:31) accompanying 
this record were stunning, leaving little doubt as to 
the bird’s identity. Le Conte’s Sparrow, and to a lesser 
extent the aforementioned Henslow’s Sparrow, are 
probably regular, low-density migrants through the 
state, primarily in fall, but are very secretive and thus 
very difficult to detect.

“Gambel’s” White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia 
leucophrys gambelii (7 records since 1996)
•  2006-031. 18-20 Feb 2005, Sharptown, Salem Co. 

(2 birds: adult and immature). *G. Mahler; *N. 
Haass (sketch).

The committee’s discussion of these records 
included a study of photographed specimens of im-
matures. It had little problem accepting the well 
marked immature, deftly sketched in color. Many 
immature White-crowned Sparrows are much more 
difficult to identify to subspecies than this individual 
was. The adult was well described.

“Oregon” Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis oreganus 
group (11 records since 1996)
•  2006-081. 26 Oct 2005, Reed’s Beach, Cape May 

Co. D. Rosselet (ph).

Though the single photo of this western subspe-
cies was fuzzy, and there was no written description, 
there was still ample evidence to conclude that the 
bird was indeed an “Oregon” Junco. This highlights 
two important points with regard to the reporting of 
rarities. A photo should not necessarily be considered 

What is it about many of the naturally furtive Le Conte’s Sparrows that turn up in 
New Jersey that makes them pose so nicely for photographers??!! This stunning 
photo of a Le Conte’s was taken at the Allendale Celery Farm, Bergen County, on 30 
October 2005. Photo/Phil	Lombardi
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a substitute for a written description; they should 
work in tandem. Additionally, photos need not be 
frame-filling, perfectly lit masterpieces to help in the 
identification of a rarity.

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris (33)
•  2006-020. 9 May 2005, Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. *S. Kerr, *T. Boyle.

•  2006-082. 4 Sep 2005, Cape May, Cape May Co. 
*H. Tomlinson. 

•  2006-084. 17 Dec 2005, Montville, Morris Co. 
R. Hinkle (ph).

There are now over 30 records of Painted Bunting 
in New Jersey, with most occurring between Septem-
ber and December. There is another cluster of records 
in early to mid-May, and at least half a dozen birds 
have over-wintered. The September record is the 
earliest yet recorded in fall, by just one day.

 
Not ACCepted
Brown Booby Sula leucogaster
•  2006-060. 16 Sep 2005, Cape May, Cape May 

Co.

It is very possible that this report was correct, 
though the lone observer, albeit very experienced, 
was forthright in admitting that the bird was seen 
at a long distance under less than optimal lighting 
conditions. Though some of the details were strongly 
suggestive of Brown Booby, it was eventually decided 
that the report was inconclusive.

Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus
•  2006-023. 28 Apr 2005, Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co.

This was a somewhat odd report in that it contained 
virtually no description, and not all the observers 
present recall the events as they were explained.

Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni
•  2006-095. 23 Oct 2005, Cape May, Cape May 

Co.

This bird, seen by an experienced observer, was 
very likely a Swainson’s Hawk. However, no descrip-
tion was included with the report.

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus
•  2006-109. 11 Oct 2005, Flemington, Hunterdon 

Co.

 The somewhat distant and backlit photos in-
cluded with this report were likely that of a Little 
Blue Heron.

Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea
•  2006-015. 11 Feb 2005, Brant Beach, Ocean 

Co.

The details submitted with this report were insuf-
ficient for a bird of such extreme rarity.

Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto
•  2006-007. 15 May 2005, Nummy Island, Cape 

May Co.

•  2006-068. 23 Sep-12 Oct 2005, Port Monmouth, 
Monmouth Co.

The acceptance of Eurasian Collared-Dove reports 
hinges on whether or not the description adequately 
eliminates the possibility of domestic strains of col-
lared-dove and hybrids, which are seen somewhat 
regularly in New Jersey. Unfortunately, neither of 
these reports adequately ruled out such a possibility. 
Very pale doves with little in the way of plumage 
contrasts, or those with clearly very pale undertail 
coverts (versus medium gray of Eurasian Collared-
Dove), are likely to be domestics or hybrids.

Cave Swallow Petrochelidon fulva
•  2006-064. 12 Nov 2005, Forsythe (Brigantine) 

NWR, Atlantic Co. (3 birds).

There is no reason to suspect that this report is 
inaccurate, as these birds were seen by a very expe-
rienced observer at the perfect time of year for this 
species. However, the report was not accompanied 
by a description of the birds.

There has been a surge in the number of reports of 
European Greenfinches and European Goldfinches 
at feeders during the past 5+ years in a wide area 
stretching from the East through the Great Lakes re-
gion (particularly) and even farther to the west. All of 
these birds are presumed to be escapes from captivity. 
This greenfinch (right) was in Maywood, Essex County, 
on 8 August 2005. Photo/Dan	Poalillo

➟
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Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla
•  2006-072. 22 Oct 2005, Manahawkin, Ocean 

Co.

This bird may have been a Golden-crowned 
Sparrow; however, the only feature described by the 
observer that lent credence to that conclusion was 
a golden patch on the crown. The remainder of the 
description lacked enough detail to establish that 
the bird was a sparrow.

oRiGiN uNCeRtAiN
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
•  2006-003. 19-21 Feb 2005, Wantage, Sussex Co. 

*J. Burgiel; C. Boyd (ph).

•  2006-040. 19 Mar 2005, Merrill Creek Res., War-
ren Co.  P. Murray; *J. Klizas (ph).

•  2006-054. 13 Nov 2005, Allendale, Bergen Co. 
*R. Fanning; G. Barrack (ph), G. Schultze.

It is important to understand that placing a report 
in the “Origin Uncertain” category does not relegate 
these birds to farm-pond fodder. Given the nesting 
distribution of Barnacle Geese as far west as eastern 
Greenland, it is certainly possible that stray birds could 
reach New Jersey. It is also well established that they 
can be found in waterfowl collections. It is possible, 
even likely, that some of the reports of Barnacle Geese 
in New Jersey and elsewhere in the Northeast do 
involve wild birds. However, it is extremely difficult 
to be certain of that fact and in determining which 
individuals are “good” and which may not be. Photos 
of the Wantage and Allendale birds were published 
in NJB 31:24 and 32:30, respectively.

oRiGiN QueStioNABle
European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris
•  2006-075. 8 Aug 2005, Maywood, Essex Co. *D. 

Poalillo (ph).

There is an obvious difference between a bird 
whose origin is thought to be “uncertain” and one 
that is believed not to be wild. The distinction is 
one of probability. Still, there was substantial debate 
regarding this bird’s origin, though an escaped cage-
bird seems to be highly probable.

otheR, uncategorized
Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator
•  2006-114. 17 Dec 2005-6 Jan 2006, Cape May, 

Cape May Co. C. Hildebrand; R. Crossley (ph), 
*P. Lehman (ph).

There was no question that the reported individual 
was a Trumpeter Swan (see published photo in NJB 
32:58); however, that is where consensus ended and 
confusion began. There are three categorical pos-
sibilities: a wild bird, a non-wild bird, and a bird of 
uncertain origin. The wild population of Trumpeter 
Swan has three distinct ranges: Alaska, the Canadian 
Rockies, and a partly (re-)introduced interior popula-
tion found very locally in the western Lower 48 States 
(eastward to South Dakota). There are also many 
birds that are the result of (re-)introduction programs 
in the upper Midwest and Great Lakes regions (e.g., 
from Minnesota to eastern Ontario, with some birds 
now in upstate New York). And, last but not least, 
individuals can be found in waterfowl collections. The 
committee was split in its opinion between “origin 
uncertain” and “origin questionable,” so the record 
has yet to be officially categorized.
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