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COVER PHOTO: White-faced Storm-Petrel is one of the region’s most sought-after pelagic species. This individual 
was seen on 25 August 2006 during an overnight pelagic trip to the Wilmington Canyon, approximately 85 
nautical miles (98 statute miles) ESE of Cape May. The bird was followed for several minutes as it performed its 
trademark “kangaroo hop” across the water’s surface. A second bird was seen earlier the same day in Maryland 
waters. White-faced Storm-Petrel has been shown to be a very rare but somewhat regular visitor to waters well 
off the Mid-Atlantic coast during August/September. Photo/Ed	Sigda 
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New Jersey Bird Records Committee — 
Annual Report 2007

by sCott BARNes, Joe BuRgiel, JeNNiFeR hANsoN, lAuRie lARsoN, 
pAul lehmAN, ANd ChRis Vogel

he New Jersey Bird Records Committee 
(hereafter “NJBRC” or “the Committee”) 
held meetings on 4-5 November 2006 in 

North Cape May and 31 March 2007 in Freehold. 
Ninety reports were considered and voted. One 
species (Sulphur-bellied/Streaked Flycatcher) was 
added to the New Jersey state list in 2006, bringing 
the grand total to 461 species as of January 2007. 
The current list is available at http://www.princeton.
edu/~llarson/slist.html.

Voting NJBRC members during the period covered 
by this report were Scott Barnes, Joe Burgiel, Vince 
Elia, Paul Guris, Nikolas Haass, Jennifer Hanson,  
Paul Lehman, Richard Veit, Chris Vogel, George  
Wenzelburger, and Jim Zamos. Leaving the Commit-
tee after the April 2007 meeting were Scott Barnes,  
Nikolas Haass, and George Wenzelburger. We ap-
preciate their many and substantial contributions. 
We wish Nikolas good luck in his move to Australia.  
Don Freiday and Matt Sharp began new terms in 2007-
2008, and Bill Boyle returned after a year’s sabbatical. 
Vince Elia becomes the new Committee Chair and 
Laurie Larson continues as non-voting Secretary.

Articles dealing with Committee deliberations and 
published within the past year included “New Jersey’s 
first Green Violet-ear (Colibri thalassinus)” by Scott 
Barnes (NJB 32:77), “New Jersey’s first Brown-headed 
Nuthatch” by Richard Crossley (NJB 32:78-80), 
“New Jersey’s pelagic boundaries” by Paul Guris and 
the NJBRC (NJB 33:2-3), and “New Jersey birding 
pitfalls: Eared Grebes and Horned Grebes in molt” 
by Jennifer W. Hanson (NJB 33:18-21).

The Committee gratefully acknowledges assis-
tance and advice received during the past year from  
P.A. Buckley, Matt Heindel, Walter Koenig, Steven 
Mlodinow, Bob Sargent, Kare Thompson,Scott  
Weidensaul, Dianne Wenzelburger, and Sheri  
Williamson. The Committee thanks the Urner 
Ornithological Club and the Monmouth County 
Audubon Society for their generous support of color 
photo reproduction in the Annual Report.

The NJBRC would also like to thank all the 
observers who submitted documentation during the 
past year. The Committee would have an impossible 
job without the support of these birders. Although 
“digiscoping” has made the documentation of many 
rarities easier, there is still an important place for field 
notes; good notes can strengthen the case made by 
photos of less-than-stellar quality.

The format used to present data is standardized. 
Records are grouped by Committee actions, with 
Accepted records listed first, followed by reports that 
the Committee did not accept (identification was not 
sufficiently supported by the documentation supplied), 
and then a group for records treated specially. Within 
each group, records are presented in phylogenetic or-
der (according to the A.O.U. Check-list, 7th edition 
and supplements). For each species, the English and 
scientific names are given, followed by the current 
total of accepted state records. The record(s) con-
sidered by the Committee are then listed, arranged 
by date. For each record entry, the internal NJBRC 
index number is given, followed by date, location, 
and county. If the report involved more than one 
individual, the number of birds is given following 
the location; all records involve a single bird unless 
otherwise noted. Then, for accepted records, data 
on finders and documenters are given. The finder’s 
name, if known, is listed first, followed by a semicolon 
and the names of the other observers who submitted 
some form of documentation to the Committee (in 
alphabetical order), accompanied by symbols: “*” 
indicates that written documentation was submitted; 
“ph” denotes a photo or videotape. Following these 
data, comments are provided to explain important or 
interesting aspects of the records.

Other abbreviations used: Co. = County; NJAS 
= New Jersey Audubon Society; NWR = National 
Wildlife Refuge; Res. = Reservoir; SF = State Forest; 
SP = State Park; Twp. = Township; WMA = Wildlife 
Management Area.
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ACCepted ReCoRds
“Black” Brant  Branta bernicla nigricans 
(11 records since 1996)
• 2007-039. 12 May 2006. Nummy Island, Cape May 

Co. R. Crossley (ph); *P. Lehman.

There is disagreement among authorities on ex-
actly how to identify and what the taxonomic status 
is of “Gray-bellied” Brant. The situation is evolving, 
complicating the assessment of records. Further, 
uncertainty remains about possible intergrades be-
tween “Gray-bellied” Brant and “Black” Brant, plus 
observers’ tendency to use the “intergrade” label on 
any atypical bird. This individual generated a great 
deal of discussion but in the end was accepted as a 
“Black” Brant.

Barrow’s Goldeneye  Bucephala islandica (17)
•  2007-002. 12 Jan-15 Feb 2006. Sandy Hook, Mon-

mouth Co. 2 females. M. Fahay (ph), *N. Haass.

This record should be partly combined with 2006-
055, the latter involving a single female seen at Sandy 
Hook earlier the same winter—on 17 December 
2005—and which was published in the previous Com-
mittee report (NJB 32:66-76). One of the two hens 
accepted here is considered a returning bird.

Eared Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis (44)
•  2007-006. 22 May-7 Jun 2006. Round Valley Res., 

Hunterdon Co. J. DeMarrais; *D. Beaton (ph), *F. 
Sencher, *A. Souto (ph).

•  2007-060. 14 Nov 2006-late Feb 2007. W. Atlantic 
City, Atlantic Co. (2). R. Crossley; *S. Barnes, *N. 
Haass, S. Keller (ph), *K. Lukens (ph), L. Mack 
(ph).

The Hunterdon County record involved a bird in 

alternate plumage and was unusual in date; it provided 
a first for the county. The individuals at Lake’s Bay 
(see photo in NJB 33:33) were considered returning 
birds on the basis of multiple previous winter visits 
by one or two birds at this location. Observers should 
take care when identifying Eared Grebes in late winter 
and early spring, when molting Horned Grebes pro-
vide a serious identification challenge (see NJB 33: 
18-21).

Western Grebe  Aechmophorus occidentalis (18)
•  2007-023. 1 Jan 2005. Island Beach SP, Ocean Co. 

*G. Cantrell.

•  2007-022. 6-13 May 2006. Reed’s Beach, Cape May 
Co. P. Brown; *E Crunkleton (ph), *P. Lehman.

The Island Beach bird was seen on a fairly typical, 
winter date; it provided the park with its second record. 
The observer’s details were adequate, and loons were 
present for comparison. Despite subsequent search-
ing, the bird was never relocated. The Reed’s Beach 
individual was more cooperative and provided a first 
May record for the state. Observers should not assume 
all vagrant Aechmophorus grebes are this species and 
should rule out Clark’s Grebe, which has recently 
been photographically documented in Maine and 
Virginia.

White-faced Storm-Petrel  
Pelagodroma marina (6)
•  2007-096. 25 Aug 2006. 38˚29.24’N, 73˚10.97’ 

W (approx 106 mi ESE of Cape Henlopen, DE), 
Pelagic. E. Sigda (ph); M. Fritz (ph), *P. Guris, M. 
Gustafson (ph).

•  2007-097. 25 Aug 2006. 38˚26.23’N, 73˚20.26’ W 
(approx 97 mi ESE of Cape Henlopen, DE), Pelagic. 
M. Fritz (ph); *P. Guris, M. Gustafson (ph).

The two birds were deemed separate individuals 
based on the sightings being eight miles and over 
two hours apart. White-faced Storm-Petrel probably 
occurs annually in offshore waters during late summer 
and early fall. These two documented sightings were 
added to New Jersey’s official record based on the 
“new” pelagic boundaries determined by the NJBRC 
(see NJB 33:2-3).

Frigatebird sp.  Fregata sp. (18)
•  2007-013. 18 May 2006. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. *E. Mark; *S. Skinner.
See below. 

Magnificent Frigatebird  Fregata magnificens (3)
•  2007-016. 18 May 2006. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. C. Hajduk; *P. Lehman, *K. Lukens (ph), G. 
Myers (ph).

The annual winter appearance of Barrow’s Goldeneye 
at Sandy Hook and environs continued in 2005-2006, 
with two female birds documented there between mid-
December and mid-February. This individual—sporting 
its characteristic entirely orange-yellow, stubby bill—
was photographed on 15 February 2006. Photo/Mike	
Fahay
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The Sandy Hook individual was accepted as frig-
atebird sp. The committee still takes a conservative 
approach to frigatebird records and needs to be able 
to rule out both Great (F. minor) and Lesser (F. ariel) 
Frigatebirds, both of which have occurred in the U.S. 
The Cape May bird was accepted as Magnificent 
Frigatebird based on photographs that allowed specific 
ID and age determination. 

White-faced Ibis  Plegadis chihi (30)
•  2007-027. 17 April 2006. Tuckahoe WMA, Cape 

May Co. J. Dowdell; *S. Keller, K. Lukens (ph), J. 
Zamos.

•  2007-025. 1-13 May 2006. Beaver Swamp WMA, 
Cape May Co. (up to 2). T. Reed; *P. Lehman.

•  2007-026. 12 May-1 Jul 2006. Crest Haven, Cape 
May Co. (up to 6). M. Fritz, *P. Lehman; R. Crossley 
(ph).

•  2007-028. 17-18 May 2006. Island Beach SP, Ocean 
Co. *G. Wenzelburger; A. Tongas (ph).

Records of White-faced Ibis continue to surge. This 
species is now virtually expected in both Cape May 
and Atlantic Counties annually, with multiple birds 
often recorded. The Crest Haven birds represent an 
all-time high count for the state and probably any-
where along the Eastern Seaboard. The individual at 
Island Beach (see photo in NJB 32:89) was Ocean 
County’s first. Although many White-faced Ibis are 
fairly straightforward to distinguish from Glossies 
in spring and early summer, identification becomes 
difficult as summer progresses. Eye and leg color are 
important distinctions, as well as the exact pattern 
and color of the facial skin.

Swainson’s Hawk  Buteo swainsoni 
(27 records since 1996)

Corrigendum: In last year’s Annual Report (NJB 
32:66-76), it was stated that there were 24 records of 
this species since 1996; the correct number should 
have been 22. Therefore this year’s records bring the 
total to 27 as shown here.
•  2007-079. 30 Oct 2006. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

*S. Barnes (ph), *J. Feenstra, *P. Lehman, L. Mack 
(ph).

•  2007-081. 14-15 Nov 2006. Sea Isle City, Cape 
May Co. *C Vogel; *K Lukens* (ph).

•  2007-082. 17-19 Nov 2006. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. T. Magarian; *P Lehman, *C Vogel et al.

•  2007-083. 18 Nov 2006. Kimble’s Beach, Cape 
May Co. *S. Keller.

•  2007-086. 10 Dec 2006. Medford, Burlington Co. 
*W. Dasey.

Cape May, as usual, gets the lion’s share of re-
cords for this species in the state. More unusual was 
the appearance of two different individuals farther 
north on the peninsula, and a decidedly late-season 
record of an inland bird at Medford. Most Swainson’s 
Hawks occur between late September and early or 
mid- November. A photo of the Sea Isle City bird 
was published in NJB 33:34.

Purple Gallinule  Porphyrula martinica (60)
•  2007-069. 18 Nov 2006. West Belmar, Monmouth 

Co. *M. McCort (ph).

•  2007-070. 31 Dec 2006. Parkertown, Ocean Co. 
*R Radis.

The West Belmar individual was an immature, a 
typical age-class for fall records; it was found mori-
bund in a roadway. The Parkertown record is a first 
Christmas Bird Count record for the state and was 
an adult. The latter individual is perhaps the only 
live sighting of the species in the state during the 

Most frigatebirds found out of range are fly-bys seen only by the finders. This indi-
vidual on 18 May 2006 actually remained at Cape May Point for well over an hour 
and was enjoyed by a moderate number of birders. This youngster—here shown 
with unwanted tern escort—was identifiable specifically as a Magnificent on the 
basis of the dark bar on the nape, exact location of the dark belly “spur,” and the 
exact shape of the white belly patch. Photo/Karl	Lukens
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winter months; two previous January records involved  
deceased birds.

Wilson’s Plover  Charadrius wilsonia 
(14 records since 1963)
•  2007-032. 19 Apr-1 May 2006. Villas/Norbury’s 

Landing, Cape May Co. *C. Vogel; *P. Lehman, 
K. Lukens (ph), *G. Myers (ph).

Wilson’s Plover was formerly a New Jersey breeder 
(several pairs nested at Holgate through the late 
1950s) to at least 1963, and in recent years has ap-
peared in spring nearly annually. This year’s individual 
was well-documented by numerous photographs (see 
NJB 32:94).

Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea (14 re-
cords since 1996)
•  2007-005. 9-20 May 2006. Heislerville, Cum-

berland Co. (up to 2). V. Elia; J. Bouton (ph), J. 
Freiberg (ph).

•  2007-041. 27-28 Jul 2006. Ocean Drive, Cape 
May Co. M. Garland (ph); *P. Lehman, K. Lukens 
(ph).

After several decades with few reports of this at-
tractive Eurasian wader, records of Curlew Sandpiper 
have increased in the state since the late 1990s. Most 
recent birds have been sighted along the Delaware 
Bayshore or at Stone Harbor Point. Alternate-plum-
aged birds present a straightforward ID, but observers 
should use caution when separating basic-plumaged 
birds from Dunlin. A photo of the Ocean Drive bird 
appeared in NJB 33:16.

Sabine’s Gull  Xema sabini (17)
•  2007-099. 25 Aug 2006. 38˚28’ N, 73˚25’ W 

(approx. 93 mi ESE of Lewes, DE), Pelagic. M. 
Gustafson; P. Guris*, E. Sigda (ph).

•  2007-077. 26 Aug 2006. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. *S. Barnes.

Beautifully photographed, the offshore bird was 
added to the official New Jersey record as it fell 
within the new pelagic boundaries determined by the 
NJBRC. The Sandy Hook record was the second for 
the site. Many, though not all, Sabine’s Gull records 
fall between August and October.

Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea 
(14 records since 1996)
• 2007-098. 25 Aug 2006. 38˚31.02’ N, 73˚30.88’ 

The impoundment at Heislerville Wildlife Management Area in Cumberland County has become the spring Curlew Sandpiper hotspot in the 
state. In 2006 at least two individuals were present for an extended period in May. The brighter (probably male) bird at left was photo-
graphed on 11 May 2006; the duller, more barred (probably female) bird was photographed on 20 May 2006. In May 2007 at least three 
different individuals were found there. Photos/Jeff	Bouton	and	John	Freiburg,	respectively

➟

Adult Sabine’s Gull sporting its distinctive breeding plumage and yellow-tipped bill, 
seen on 25 August 2006 on an overnight pelagic to the Wilmington Canyon, ap-
proximately 75 nautical miles (68 statute miles) ESE of Cape May. This is only the 
second documented pelagic occurrence of this species in New Jersey waters. Also, 
most state records have involved birds of the year. Photo/Ed	Sigda
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W (approx. 86 mi ESE of Cape Henlopen, DE), 
Pelagic. *P. Guris.

Arctic Terns probably occur annually well offshore 
during migration. This individual was added to the 
official state record based on the new pelagic boundar-
ies determined by the NJBRC.

Bridled Tern  Sterna anaethetus (17)
•  2007-053. 2 Sep 2006. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

(up to 11). R. Crossley, *M. O’Brien.

• 2007-052. 2 Sep 2006. Lake Takanassee, Long 
Branch, Monmouth Co. *F. Lesser, A. Tongas 
(ph).

Both records were related to the passage of tropical 
storm Ernesto; the Long Branch bird may be one of the 
very few storm-blown birds ever photographed in the 
Mid-Atlantic and Northeast (photo in NJB 33:28). 
Care is needed when distinguishing Bridled Terns from 
Sooty Terns; observers should concentrate on neck 
pattern, darkness of the underside of the primaries, 
exact upperpart color, tail pattern, and details of the 
supercilium (if viewed closely).

Sooty Tern  Sterna fuscata (39)
•  2007-095. 2 Sep 2006. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

(11). R. Crossley, *M O’Brien.

More fallout from Tropical Storm Ernesto. Like 
most truly pelagic species, these birds were viewed dur-
ing the height of the storm and quickly disappeared as 
soon as weather conditions improved. See the Bridled 
Tern account, above, for details on distinguishing 
these two similar tropical terns.

Common Murre  Uria aalge (22)
•  2007-035. 11 Mar 2006. 12 mi ESE of Cold Spring 

(Cape May) Inlet, just inside 5 Fathom Bank, 
Pelagic. Ed Sigda; *N. Haass.

Common Murre is a rare winter visitor to offshore 
waters in New Jersey, with most sightings taking place 
in February and March. Care is needed separating 
Common Murre from Thick-billed Murre and im-
mature Razorbill, especially when the observers are 
on a pitching boat. Details of upperpart color, bill 
structure, and face pattern are important field marks 
to note.

Eurasian Collared-Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 
(10)
•  2007-009. 7-13 May 2006. Stone Harbor, Cape 

May Co. *C. Vogel; *P. Lehman, K. Lukens (ph), 
C. Taylor (ph).

•  2007-008. 18 May 2006. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. *T. Boyle (ph).

•  2007-007. 27 May-1 Jun 2006. Atlantic City, 
Atlantic Co. B. Paxson; A. Majewski (ph), A. 
Tongas (ph).

•  2007-042. 11 Jul 2006. Cape May, Cape May Co. 
*C. Vogel.

•  2007-036. 11 Aug 2006. Cape May, Cape May Co. 
*M. O’Brien.

This ever-expanding species continues to explore 
coastal New Jersey, with five new accepted records. 
Observers still need to rule out escaped Ringed 
Turtle-Dove/African Collared-Dove domestic vari-
eties, which are similar to Eurasian Collared-Dove. 
Important differentiating characteristics include the 
darkness of the primaries, exact color of the under-
tail coverts, the overall shade of the upperparts, and 
call (two versus three syllables). Previously, the pale 
overall coloration on some individuals submitted to 
the committee was thought to indicate interbreed-
ing with domestics. It is now known that a certain 
percentage of the Eurasian Collared-Dove population 
in Europe and in western North America is paler than 
“usual.” Birds showing pale undertail coverts also tend 
to be pale bodied. A photo of the Stone Harbor bird 
appeared in NJB 32:95.

White-winged Dove  Zenaida asiatica (26)
•  2007-090. 6 Nov 2005. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

*D. Czaplak.

•  2007-031. 10-12 May 2006. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. M. Garland (ph); R. Crossley (ph), *P. Lehman, 
K. Lukens (ph).

•  2007-089. 12 Sep 2006. Cape May, Cape May Co. 
*C. Vogel.

Vagrant White-winged Doves continue to push 

This Common Murre was nicely sketched soon after it was found some 12 miles 
ESE of Cape May on 11 March 2006. February and March appear to be especially 
productive months for alcids off the New Jersey coast. Reports of this species should 
note not only how Thick-billed Murre was eliminated but also how an immature 
Razorbill without a fully developed bill was excluded. Sketch/Nikolas	Haass
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north, with records now annual as far north as Nova 
Scotia. All New Jersey records of this species are 
coastal or nearly so. Most records follow an April-May 
or September-November time frame, though White-
winged Dove records occur in most other months as 
well. A photo of the May 2006 individual appeared 
in NJB 32:95.

Black-chinned Hummingbird  
Archilochus alexandri (4)
•  2007-049. 30 Oct-1 Nov 2006. Vernon, Sussex 

Co. G. Campbell; M. Barrett (ph), *J. Burgiel, *J. 
Zamos.

This bird, attending a feeder at a complex of con-
dominiums in an otherwise rural area in the northwest 
corner of the state, was discovered and made known 
to the birding community by the alert local resident. 
While the photos by themselves were not diagnostic 
(see NJB 33:23), a detailed description and sketch 
of the outermost primaries supported by the overall 
dullness of this individual helped serve to distinguish 
it from the very similar and overwhelmingly more 
common Ruby-throated Hummingbird. The three 
previous state records are also from late fall.

Rufous Hummingbird  Selasphorus rufus (14)
•  2007-071. 22 Oct-8 Dec 2006. Bloomsbury, Al-

exandria Twp., Hunterdon Co. P. Kwiatek; *S. 
Weidensaul (bander); S. Galick (ph), F. Sencher 
Jr. (ph), *J. Zamos.

•  2007-072. 18 Nov 2006-16 Jan 2007. Barrington, 
Camden Co. R. Lockwood (ph); *S. Weidensaul 
(bander); S. Keller (ph), N. Pulcinella.

Unrecorded in New Jersey until 1991, but since 
1996 present one or more times in every year but one. 

Typically plumaged Eurasian Collared-Doves—such as the bird depicted at left near Stone Harbor, Cape May 
County, from 7-13 May 2006—appear sandy tan-brown overall, with medium-brown primaries, and slate-gray 
undertail coverts. Paler looking birds, with paler tails and undertail coverts—such as the individual in Newark 
on 12 October 2006 (right)—are more problematic as to their origin. Some such birds are in fact domesticated 
Ringed Turtle-Doves or African Collared-Doves, whereas others may be intergrades with Eurasian Collared-Doves 
or just pale extremes of true Eurasian Collareds. Photos/Karl	Lukens	and	Claus	Holzapfel,	respectively

➟

These two individuals were photographed and banded, 
with the detailed measurements taken supporting their 
identifications. A photo of the Barrington hummer 
appeared in NJB 33:31. 

Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird  
Selasphorus rufus/sasin (21)
•  2007-073. 11 Oct 2006. Audubon, Camden Co. 

C. Herz (ph).

•  2007-074. 21-22 Oct 2006. Port Norris, Cumber-
land Co. M. O’Brien (ph).

•  2007-075. 19-24 Nov 2006. Medford, Burlington 
Co. *W. Dasey.

This species-pair has been virtually annual in fall, 
with multiple records in most years. Separating non-
adult-male Rufous and Allen’s in the field remains 
very difficult, however. A further complication when 
certain details are unavailable is possible confusion 
with Calliope Hummingbird. Both the Audubon and 
Medford birds might have fallen into this category, 
with the Audubon individual being separated from 
Calliope by the extent and depth of the rufous wash 
on its flanks, and the Medford individual by additional 
information from the observer including details of 
wing versus tail length.

Ash-throated Flycatcher  Myiarchus cinerascens 
(34)
•  2007-046. 2 Dec 2006. Mount Laurel, Burlington 

Co. *T. Wilson.

•  2007-047. 31 Dec 2006-14 Jan 2007. Stockton, 
Hunterdon Co. *L. King, T. Koelhoffer; D. Beaton 
(ph), H. Eskin (ph), S. Galick (ph), *N. Haass, 
*J. Hanson, A. Souto (ph).
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Unknown in New Jersey prior to 1984, this species 
has been annual since 1995, with multiple records in 
all but two of the intervening years. The great majority 
of occurrences have been from November and from 
along the coast, mostly at Cape May, making these 
two inland records particularly unusual. The Stockton 
bird was seen by many and the record supported by 
excellent photographs (see NJB 33:43).

Sulphur-bellied/Streaked Flycatcher  Myiodynas-
tes luteiventris or maculatus (1)
•  2007-078. 13 Oct 2006. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. 1st state record. *G Armistead, *B Brown, *J 
Feenstra, B. Fogg.

Although the original report was of a Sulphur-
bellied Flycatcher, the Committee believed that the 
supporting documentation did not allow conclusive 
separation from the similar Streaked Flycatcher. 
Though Sulphur-bellied is more probable, with 
previous “nearby” records from Massachusetts, 
Newfoundland, and Ontario, Streaked—which is 
an austral migrant and thus a possible vagrant to 
North America—is not out of the question. One 
observer commented on the considerable darkness 
in the malar area, supporting Sulphur-bellied, while 
the careful sketch by another showed a malar stripe 
typical of Streaked. The brevity of the observation, 
some uncertainty in the descriptions, the similarity 
of these two species, and the fact that this represents 
a first state record led to the conservative Committee 

decision. See the article discussing this record in this 
issue of NJB.

Gray Kingbird  Tyrannus dominicensis (10)
•  2007-015. 20-21 May 2006. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. *T. & M. Frantz; R. Crossley (ph), *K. Lukens 
(ph), M. O’Brien (ph).

•  2007-063. 23 Sep 2006. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. *S. Barnes, L. Mack (ph).

Good photographs together with good descriptions 
made two very strong cases. All ten New Jersey records 
have been coastal, six of them from either Cape May 
or Sandy Hook. The Cape May record (see photo in 
NJB 32:95) is only the second in spring. A photo of 
the Sandy Hook bird appeared in NJB 33:29.

Cave Swallow  Petrochelidon fulva (34)
•  2007-057. 18-21 Nov 2006. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. (6+). *P. Lehman.

•  2007-058. 2 Dec 2006. Cape May, Cape May Co. 
(10). *P. Lehman.

Following the exceptional influx in 2005, Cave 
Swallows were reported in more typical numbers in 

This annotated field-sketch of the Stockton Ash-throated Flycatcher, penned on 15 
January 2007, shows the value of such simple sketches and how much information 
they can convey—even when the observer is not a top-notch artist. Sketch/Jennifer	
Hanson

This well-watched Ash-throated Flycatcher at Stockton, 
Hunterdon County, was a real treat for the northern 
interior of the state. The bird managed to hang on 
from 31 December 2006-14 January 2007 (photo-
graphed here on 6 January), a testament to the mild 
early-winter weather during that period. Most records 
of this species in New Jersey are from along the coast 
in late autumn. Photo/Howard	Eskin
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2006. First recorded in New Jersey in 1990, they are 
now annual in late fall. In addition there have been 
four records in spring.

Black-throated Gray Warbler  
Dendroica nigrescens (20)
•  2007-050. 25 Sep 2006. Oakland, Bergen Co. J. 

Amesbury (ph).

Since first recorded in 1956, Black-throated Gray 
Warbler has visited the state about three times each 
decade. Though typically appearing in mid-to-late fall, 
it has been present twice in August, twice in spring, 
and once in winter. This record was supported by 
excellent photographs (see NJB 33:26).

Townsend’s Warbler  Dendroica townsendi (9)
•  2007-087. 5 Oct 2006. Brigantine NWR, Atlantic 

Co. *J. McKee.

More than half of New Jersey’s records of this spe-
cies have been in December, with two birds remaining 
well into winter. Three others have been in October 
or November and one was in April.

Swainson’s Warbler  
Limnothlypis swainsonii (17)
•  2007-018. 27 Apr 2006. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

J. Guerard, *G. Myers.

•  2007-019. 24 May 2006. Cape May, Cape May Co. 
*M. O’Brien.

•  2007-020. 2 Jul 2006. Cape May, Cape May Co. 
*C. Vogel.

Given the tendency of this species to sing persis-
tently, these three reports were accepted as records 
of three separate individuals. Had one remained for 
a period as long as the intervals separating these 
reports, it would almost certainly have been heard 
by many observers. The first two records involved 
individuals that were heard only. The third was seen 
and described well.

Western Tanager  Piranga ludoviciana (31)
•  2007-024. 14 Jan 2006. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. *J. Schlickenreider (ph).

•  2007-088. 13-14 Dec 2006. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. E Obercian; *C Vogel.

Although the details on the first bird were marginal, 
other contenders were ruled out. The description of 
the second bird was brief but convincing. The dates 
for these records are typical; about half of New Jersey’s 
Western Tanagers have been present in December 
or January.

Few Gray Kingbirds seem to remain long in one spot. The date-span of this individual in Cape May shows it to 
be a two-day bird—from 20-21 May 2006. But in reality it was seen only very briefly on the morning of the 20th, 
quickly lost, and finally re-found nearby on the afternoon of the 21st, when it remained for less than an hour (and 
was photographed here). Photo/Michael	O’Brien

➟
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Henslow’s Sparrow  Ammodramus henslowii 
(11 records since 1996)
•  2007-033. 27 Jul-25 Aug 2006. Hillsborough Twp., 

Somerset Co. (3 males, 3+ fledglings). *C. Aquila 
(ph).

•  2007-065. 18 Oct 2006. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. *T. Boyle (ph).

Historically an uncommon and local breeder in the 
state’s old fields, Henslow’s Sparrow is now essentially 
extirpated. With the most recent prior confirmed 
nesting occurring sporadically at Lakehurst Naval Air 
Station between 1988 and 1994, preceded by a single 
breeding occurrence in Princeton in 1972, the breed-
ing birds at Hillsborough were a very encouraging and 
welcome surprise. See NJB 33:38-40 for further details 
and photographs. And though remaining casual as a 
migrant, this species has now been recorded four times 
in the current decade in fall at Sandy Hook.

Le Conte’s Sparrow  Ammodramus leconteii (26)
•  2007-066. 16 Oct 2006. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. *T. Boyle (ph); *S. Barnes.

•  2007-067. 22 Oct 2006. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. *S. Barnes; *T. Boyle (ph).

Because the bird on 16 October lacked streaking 
across the middle of the upper breast while the one 
on 22 October did have such streaking, the Commit-
tee determined that the two reports were of separate 
individuals even though the two observations were 
made at the same exact location and separated by less 
than a week. Interestingly, this same spot at Sandy 
Hook has produced at least two previous Le Conte’s 
Sparrows.

Harris’s Sparrow  Zonotrichia querula (17)
•  2007-064. 8 Oct 2006. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. *S. Barnes; *P. Bacinski, *N. Haass.

As is the case in neighboring states, inland records 
of Harris’s Sparrow substantially outnumber coastal 
ones; so it is not surprising that this record was Sandy 
Hook’s first. The beautiful sketch submitted with this 
report left no doubt regarding the identification.

“Gambel’s” White-crowned Sparrow  
Zonotrichia leucophrys gambelii 
(8 records since 1996)
•  2007-034. 14-15 Apr 2006. Sandy Hook, Mon-

mouth Co. C. Brennan; *S Barnes.

This race of White-crowned Sparrow breeds from 
western Alaska south to Alberta and east to the south-
ern shores of Hudson Bay, where it may intergrade 
with the eastern race, Z. l. leucophrys. It is very rare 
in fall and winter on the East Coast. Most New Jersey 
records since it was placed on the review list in 1996 
have come from Cape May, and all but two have been 
coastal. This spring record is more unusual.

Golden-crowned Sparrow  Zonotrichia atricapilla 
(6)
•  2007-014. 9-12 Jan 2006. Colt’s Neck, Monmouth 

Co. *S. Barnes, L. Mack; *K. Klapper, L. Riddle 
(ph).

This less-than-cooperative individual chose a 
location along a busy and dangerous stretch of road 
where fortunately no accidents befell the many hope-
ful observers. Dull and poorly marked, it appeared to 
be a first-winter.

Black-headed Grosbeak  
Pheucticus melanocephalus (24)
•  2007-003. 31 Dec 2005. Somerset, Somerset Co. 

*J. Poole.

Despite its brevity and lack of some detail, the 
Most Harris’s Sparrow records for the state are, perhaps surprisingly, from the inte-
rior. But this bird was found along the coast at Sandy Hook on 8 October 2006, the 
first record of this species at this very well worked site. Sketch/Nikolas	Haass
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description of this bird was sufficient for the Com-
mittee to agree that the identification of this adult 
Black-headed Grosbeak was correct. Nearly all New 
Jersey records of this species have been in winter.

Brewer’s Blackbird  Euphagus cyanocephalus 
(15)
•  2007-004. 5 Feb-2 Apr 2006. Fort Mott, Salem Co. 

(at least 6). *Lloyd Shaw; *S. Keller, C. Krilowicz 
(ph), *K. Lukens (ph), *L. Mack (ph).

•  2007-051. 16 Dec 2006-16 Jan 2007. Ft. Mott, Sa-
lem Co. (up to 6). *S. Keller*; *P Driver (ph).

The six or more individuals involved in the Febru-
ary-April 2006 report were copiously photographed 
and well described (see NJB 32:57), and they con-
tinue a tradition of Brewer’s Blackbird occurrences in 
Salem County during about half of all years starting 
in 1991. And although details were less complete 
for the December 2006-January 2007 birds, they 
were adequate to establish the presence of what the 
Committee agreed were returnees.

Not ACCepted
Barnacle Goose  Branta leucopsis
•  2007-048. 17-24 Dec 2006. Allentown, Monmouth 

Co.

Details submitted for this report were inconclusive 
as to the identification, though it was most prob-
ably correct. Given the prevalence of this species 
in wildfowl collections, the committee as a whole 
still believes it best to err on the side of caution and 
places most documented records of this species in the 
“Origin Uncertain” category. Recently, wild banded 
birds having been recovered in Canada and an ex-
panding Greenland and Western Palearctic population 
combine to make the likelihood of genuine stragglers 
occurring in New Jersey more likely. But the issue is 
still complicated and the origin of our Barnacle Geese 
continues to be debated.

Anhinga  Anhinga anhinga
•  2007-001. 28 May 2006. Stokes SF, Sussex Co. 

(3)

Three birds were reported soaring over a hemlock 
glen on Grau Road. The committee thought that cer-
tain details submitted did not entirely support Anhinga 
or rule out the possibility of soaring sub-adult Double-
crested Cormorants. Double-crested Cormorants are 
perfectly competent at soaring, and often “kettle up” 
to gain altitude on migration. Although the paleness 
of the necks and the length and fullness of the tail of 
a soaring cormorant is often unexpected, Anhingas 
by contrast appear very thin necked, have a very long 
and rounded tail, and are somewhat Cooper’s Hawk-
like in wing-beat. In fact the neck is so thin that it 

often disappears entirely from view when Anhingas 
are soaring at extreme heights. The birds in question 
were seen only briefly, and through a narrow gap in 
the trees. Given the brevity of the sighting, it was 
deemed best to err on the side of caution, and the 
record was not accepted.

Wilson’s Plover  Charadrius wilsonia
•  2007-091. 17 Oct 2006. Brigantine NWR, Atlantic 

Co.

Details such as the shape and structure of the bill, 
a key feature to the identification of Wilson’s Plover, 
were inconsistent with this species. The white super-
cilium and forehead is more distinctive on a Wilson’s 
Plover versus a Semipalmated Plover, and the black 
areas around the face not as extensive as in the bird 
photographed. Although the photos show a plover 
with some features atypical of either species, they also 
suggested, mainly in the overall proportions and shape 
and size of the head, that the bird in question was a 
basic-plumaged Semipalmated Plover.

California Gull  Larus californicus
•  2007-055. 14 Nov 2006. Cape May, Cape May 

Co.

Key details of the description, (e.g., leg color) 
were lacking. It therefore did not eliminate possible 
confusion species such as Herring Gull.

Thayer’s Gull  Larus thayeri
•  2007-021. 20 Jan 2006. Spruce Run Res., Hun-

terdon Co.

Certain details omitted from the description were, 
in fact, necessary to clinch the identification. The 
possibility of a dark first-year Iceland Gull could not 
be eliminated. Key features which separate first-winter 
(juvenile) Thayer’s from a dark Iceland Gull are: 1) 
medium or tan-brown primaries with pale edges to 
tips; 2) mostly solid medium-brown tail with pale 
mottling restricted to the bases of the outer tail 
feathers; 3) mostly solid (rather than extensively 
mottled) medium-brown tertials; and 4) in flight, 
shows a “Venetian blind” effect of dark and light 
to the primaries and to a darkish, medium-brown 
secondary bar. Unfortunately, none of these features 
were mentioned in the present report, and therefore 
the record could not be accepted.

Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea
•  2007-038. 19 Jul 2006. Sea Girt, Monmouth Co.

Details did not fully eliminate Common Tern, nor 
fully support Arctic. Comparisons of leg length, an 
important aspect of Arctic Tern identification, were 
ambiguous in the description. Also, the bill color of the 
mid-sized Sterna terns is variable in mid-summer. ➟
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Eurasian Collared-Dove  Streptopelia decaocto
•  2007-061. 2-18 Sep 2006. Marlton, Burlington 

Co.

•  2007-062. 12 Oct 2006. Newark (Rutgers), Essex 
Co.

Caution must be used in distinguishing true Eur-
asian Collared-Doves from various domesticated forms 
of “turtle-dove,” particularly the dubious S. ‘risoria’ 
(“Ringed Turtle-Dove”, now partly known as “African 
Collared-Dove,” S. roseogrisea) and domesticated 
strains of the Cape Turtle Dove (S. capicola). These 
domestics tend to be paler overall, and they have pale 
undertail coverts rather than the medium-gray shown 
by Eurasian. But further complicating the matter is 
that a certain percent of the population of Eurasian 
Collared-Dove in the U.S. do indeed seem to be paler 
individuals. Another key point to note is in the call 
of the two forms; wild birds have a three-noted call 
(hoo-hooo-hup), whereas most domesticated forms 
give a two-noted (hoo-hoooa) call. As depicted in the 
accompanying photo of the Newark bird, the bird’s 
undertail coverts are not as dark as in a typical Eur-
asian Collared-Dove. Most of the features described 
for the Marlton bird seemed to indicate Eurasian 
Collared-Dove, but one of the key marks, the dark-
ness of the undertail coverts, was inconsistent with 
a typical Eurasian Collared-Dove. Even though some 
pale individuals of S. decaocto could perhaps show this 
feature, the Committee believed it best to err on the 
side of caution.

Ash-throated Flycatcher  Myiarchus cinerascens
•  2007-045. 7 Oct 2006. Cape May, Cape May 

Co.

Observers often assume that all late-season Myiar-
chus seen along the coast must be vagrants. But late 
Great Cresteds have in fact occurred. The 7 October 
date would be perfectly within the range of a late-ish 
Great Crested, whereas it would be the earliest record 
for the near-annual Ash-throated by over two weeks. 
Also, birds in migration may affect atypical behaviors, 
such as foraging at an unusual location. Observers 
nearby were unable to locate an Ash-throated Fly-
catcher but did see a Great Crested Flycatcher. The 
bird was foraging a bit lower in the vegetation than 
is typical for a Great Crested, and it is assumed that 
this unusual behavior may have contributed to the 
identification dilemma.

Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe
•  2007-017. 30 April 2006. Whitehouse Station, 

Hunterdon Co.

The location and behavior (perched in an oak tree 
in a suburban yard) seems unlikely for this species, 
which shuns trees. Likewise, the date does not sup-

port the pattern we usually see in Northern Wheatear 
records from New Jersey; there is only one recent 
spring record of the species in New Jersey, and that 
was from 1 June. Spring records from nearby states 
are likewise unusual (e.g., of 40 records in New York 
State going back to the nineteenth century, only six 
are from spring), and are from late spring. 

Golden-crowned Sparrow  Zonotrichia atricapilla
•  2007-093. 5 Oct 2006. Island Beach SP, Ocean 

Co.

The description submitted was rather scant and 
did not contain enough detail for this record to be 
accepted.

oRigiN uNCeRtAiN
White-tailed Hawk  Buteo albicaudatus
•  2007-030. 25-26 Apr 2006. Great Swamp NWR, 

Morris Co. *A. Glasgow; *P. Burke, *J. Gilbert 
(ph).

The appearance of another White-tailed Hawk 
in Massachusetts around the same time as this indi-
vidual in New Jersey, coupled with a limited history 
of vagrancy in this species, cast a veil of murkiness 
over this bird’s origin, though no escapees had been 
reported. Within its U.S. range at least, the race of 
White-tailed Hawk in question (B. a. hypospodius) is 
a short-distance migrant at best, with limited likeli-
hood of overshooting or otherwise wandering so far to 
the northeast. However, a lack of detailed knowledge 
concerning the movements of Central American 
and austral populations, coupled with recent bizarre 
occurrences of other raptor species (e.g., the Short-



Vol.	XXXIII,	no.	4	—	69

tailed Hawk photographed in northern Michigan in 
November 2005) does give one pause. Whether this 
bird’s origin was legitimate or not is anyone’s guess; it 
was decidedly “uncertain” to the committee.

oRigiN QuestioNABle
European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis
•  2007-011. 1 Jan-28 Feb 2006. Burlington, Burl-

ington Co. T. Rooney.

•  2007-012. 18 Feb 2006. Monroe, Middlesex Co. 
G. Strasser.

•  2007-010. 21 Apr 2006. Cape May, Cape May Co. 
K. Lukens (ph).

A huge surprise was the presence of White-tailed Hawks in both New Jersey and Massachusetts during the spring 
in 2006. This species is normally resident no closer than in south Texas, is thought to be largely sedentary, and 
had occurred out of range previously only as far as adjacent southwestern Louisiana. This individual was seen by 
several observers at Great Swamp on 25-26 April 2006. These records generated much debate amongst commit-
tee members and the birding public in general. Whether the Great Swamp bird’s origin was “legitimate” or not is 
anyone’s guess; the NJBRC thought the most prudent place for this record at this time was on the “Origin Uncer-
tain” list. Photo/Jim	Gilbert,	Sketch/Andy	Glasgow

European Goldfinches are a common aviary bird 
and it has been several decades since there was an 
extant, introduced population on Long Island. Though 
they are handsome birds to have at one’s feeder, all 
must be considered escapees.

CoRRigeNdA
European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris

In last year’s Committee report (NJB 32:66-76), 
the 8 August 2005 record (unaccepted based on 
questionable origin) in Maywood was in Bergen, not 
Essex, County.


