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he New Jersey Bird Records Committee 
(hereafter “NJBRC” or “the Committee”) 
held meetings on 15 March 2008 at Sandy 

Articles dealing with Committee deliberations 
and published within the past year included “A first 
record of a Myiodynastes flycatcher for New Jersey” by 
George L. Armistead and Jon Feenstra (NJB 33:70-75), 
“Barnacle Goose update” by Jennifer W. Hanson (NJB 
34:49-50), “Cave Swallows in New Jersey: Removed 
from the Review List” by Jennifer W. Hanson (NJB 
34:50-51), and “First record of Lesser Nighthawk in 
New Jersey” by Michael O’Brien (NJB 34:46-48).

The Committee gratefully acknowledges assistance 
and advice received during the past year from P. A. 
Buckley and Scott Weidensaul.

The NJBRC would also like to thank all the 
observers who submitted documentation during the 
past year. The Committee would have an impossible 
job without the support of these birders. Although 
“digiscoping” has made the documentation of many 
rarities easier, there is still an important place for 
taking written field-notes; good notes can strengthen 
the case made by photos of less-than-stellar quality. 
Field notes can also make the case for rare birds that 
are reported only as brief mentions on the Internet, 
or as a posted photo with few or no written details 
accompanying it. If you see a Review List bird and 
post a report or photo to an e-mail list, please take 
a little extra time and submit a description to the 
NJBRC as well. Although reports of rarities with 
no supporting details are often correct, they cannot 
be accepted as part of the historical record, which 
relies on supporting evidence that can be consulted 
by researchers many years in the future. Even a brief 
description, or a sketch by an avowed non-artist, can 
be enough to support an observation adequately and 
add it to the official record.

The format used to present data is standardized. 
Records are grouped by Committee actions, with 
accepted records listed first, followed by reports that 
the Committee did not accept (identification was not 
sufficiently supported by the documentation supplied), 
and then a group of records treated specially. Within 
each group, records are presented in phylogenetic 
order (according to the A.O.U. Check-list, 7th edition, 
and supplements). For each species, the English and 
scientific names are given, followed by the current 
total of accepted state records. The record(s) con-
sidered by the Committee are then listed, arranged 
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Hook and 29 June 2008 at Palmyra. One hundred 
eighty-three reports were considered and voted on. 
Four species (Barnacle Goose, Western Reef-Heron, 
Long-billed Murrelet, and Lesser Nighthawk) were 
added to the New Jersey state list. In addition, re-
consideration of a previously-accepted Black-browed 
Albatross record led to this species being removed 
from the State List (see discussion below). These 
actions bring the grand total of the New Jersey State 
List to 464 species as of July 2008. The current State 
List is available at <http://www.njbrc.net/slist.html>. 
In other list-related NJBRC business, Cave Swallow 
was removed from the Review List effective 1 Janu-
ary 2008; the current Review List can be found at 
<http://www.njbrc.net/slist.html >.

 Voting NJBRC members during the period cov-
ered by this report were Scott Barnes, Bill Boyle, Joe 
Burgiel, Vince Elia, Don Freiday, Paul Guris, Jennifer 
Hanson, Paul Lehman, Matt Sharp, Richard Veit, and 
Jim Zamos. Scott Barnes began a new term in 2008, 
and Jennifer Hanson began a second three-year term 
in 2008. Vince Elia continued as Committee Chair. 
Chris Vogel retired from the Committee in 2008 
after serving one three-year term; we thank him for 
his contributions.

After twelve years of dedicated service, Laurie 
Larson retired as Secretary. Bill Boyle succeeded her 
in that position. It is impossible to overstate the con-
tributions Laurie made as Secretary—her managing 
the circulation of records, drafting by-laws, facilitat-
ing meetings, and corresponding with birders and 
researchers regarding Committee business, to list just a 
few of the tasks she performed. In addition, she was a 
voting member of the NJBRC from 1997-2003 and was 
also a member of the Historical Project Subcommittee 
during the 1990s. Her attention to detail, wide-rang-
ing understanding of issues facing the Committee and 
the birding community, and her technological savvy 
all will be sorely missed by the NJBRC.

All reports should now be sent to report@njbrc.net 
or to Bill Boyle, Secretary NJBRC, 14 Crown Drive, 
Warren, NJ 07059. In addition, the NJBRC website 
can now be found at <http://www.njbrc.net/ >.



Vol. XXXIV, no. 4 — 73

by date. For each record entry, the internal NJBRC 
index number is given, followed by date and location 
(including county). If the report involved more than 
one individual, that number follows the location, but 
all records involve only one bird unless otherwise 
noted. Then, for accepted records, data on finders and 
documenters are given. The finder’s name, if known, 
is listed first, followed by a semicolon and the names 
of the other observers who submitted some form of 
documentation to the Committee (in alphabetical 
order), accompanied by symbols: “*” indicates that 
written documentation was submitted; “ph” denotes a 
photo or videotape. Following these data, comments 
are provided to explain important or interesting 
aspects of the records.

Other abbreviations used: Co. = County; NJAS 
= New Jersey Audubon Society; NWR = National 
Wildlife Refuge; Res. = Reservoir; SP = State Park; 
Twp. = Township; WMA = Wildlife Management 
Area. “Brigantine NWR” (or “Brig,” for short) refers 
to the Brigantine Unit of Forsythe National Wildlife 
Refuge.

ACCEPTEd RECoRdS
“Black” Brant Branta bernicla nigricans 
(16 records since 1996)
• 2008-005. 29 Apr 2007. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. *T. Boyle. 
• 2008-006. 12 May 2007. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

*P. Lehman. 
• 2008-062. 3 Nov 2007. Avon/Bradley Beach, 

Monmouth Co. S. Barnes, L. Mack (ph).
• 2008-063. 16 Dec 2007. Monmouth Beach, Mon-

mouth Co. S. Barnes, L. Mack (ph). 
• 2008-064. 23 Dec 2007. Long Branch, Monmouth 

Co. S. Barnes, L. Mack (ph). 
“Black” Brant records certainly have increased dur-

ing the last decade. Whether or not this is an actual 
increase in their numbers along the East Coast or 
whether birders are simply giving Brant flocks closer 
scrutiny is unclear. Important field marks include 
the width and breadth of the white neck collar, 
extent and shading of black on the breast/belly and 
contrasting whitish flanks, and the coloration of the 
upperparts in comparison to the normally-occurring 
hrota (“Pale-bellied” or “Atlantic”) Brant, with which 
almost all Black Brant are found. Black Brant has 
been documented at several locations in the state, 
with most recent records—some of which have been 
deemed to involve annual returnees—from the Raritan 
Bay/North Shore area. A photo of the 3 November 
bird appeared in NJB 34:34.

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis (12)
• 2003-018. 5-10 Feb 2002. Merrill Creek Res. and 

vic., Warren Co. *R. Wiltraut.
• 2003-060. 22 Oct 2002. Andover, Sussex Co. *T. 

Halliwell.
• 2003-062. 25 Oct –2 Nov 2002. Hamilton, 

Mercer Co. C. Brown; C. Krilowicz (ph), *A. R. 
Wright.

• 2003-071. 19 Nov 2002. Plainsboro, Middlesex 
Co. *J. Hanson, L. Austad.

• 2003-078. 13 Dec 2002. Oldwick, Hunterdon Co. 
E. Obercian.

• 2003-098. 2 Feb–8 Mar 2003. Merrill Creek Res., 
Warren Co. *G. Nixon; *J. Burgiel, J. DeNisco 
(ph), *G. Mahler.

• 2005-008. 18 Nov 2003. Manalapan, Monmouth 
Co. J. Boyce (ph).

• 2006-003. 19-21 Feb 2005. Wantage, Sussex Co. 
*J. Burgiel; C. Boyd (ph).

• 2006-040. 19 Mar 2005. Merrill Creek Res., Warren 
Co. P. Murray; *J. Klizas (ph).

• 2006-054. 13 Nov 2005. Allendale, Bergen Co. 
*R. Fanning; G. Barrack (ph).

• 2008-002. 17-22 Feb 2007. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. J. Guerard*; C. Krilowicz (ph), S. Glynn* 
(ph), K. Lukens* (ph).

• 2008-058. 17 Nov 2007-16 Mar 2008. Cape May, 
Cape May Co. C. Vogel; J. Barry (ph), C. Cox 
(ph), M O’Brien (ph).

• 2008-059. 21-29 Dec 2007. Califon, Hunterdon 
Co. (2). *M. Gochfeld; J. Bosler (ph).
At its spring 2008 meeting, the NJBRC voted to 

accept the February 2007 Cape May Barnacle Goose 
to the state list without caveats regarding origin. Pre-
vious records back to 2003 were also accepted to the 
same standard, given the species’ recent population 
increases and range expansion; three earlier records 
remain in the “origin uncertain” category. Further 
details on the NJBRC decision can be found in NJB 
34:49-50. Additional discussion concerning the sta-
tus and possible origins of Barnacle Geese in North 
America is presented in NJB 30:86-92.

Barrow’s Goldeneye Bucephala islandica (19)
• 2008-003a and 2008-003b. 14 Dec 2006-10 Mar 

2007. Sandy Hook, Monmouth Co. (3?) P. Jeffrey, 
*S. Barnes; *T. Boyle (ph), H. Eskin (ph). 

• 2008-061. 29-31 Dec 2007. Sandy Hook, Mon-
mouth Co. G. Cantrell; J. Davis (ph) (female)
Sandy Hook Bay continues to be the most reliable 

location in the state for this rare duck. Two females 
returned to winter there in 2006-2207 and a report 
of a drake (photo in NJB 33:48) was accepted as 
well. Observers should always consider the possibility 
of hybrid Common X Barrow’s Goldeneyes, which ➟
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although excessively rare have been documented 
in many states. “Pure” Barrow’s should show the 
distinctive head shape—steep forehead and bulging 
rear—combined with an entirely yellow bill (females) 
or a crescent-shaped white facial patch and black 
“spur” on the sides of the breast (adult males).

Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica (16)
• 2008-022. 10-11 Mar 2007. Deal, Monmouth Co. 

M. Bigisnano, H. & T. Smith (ph); *S. Barnes, J. 
Gilbert (ph), *S. Keller, A. Souto (ph). 
Very well documented, as its two-day stay allowed 

many to see it at close range and obtain excellent 
photos (see NJB 33:84). Most recent documented 
Pacific Loons have been from the “North Shore” 
region. Pacific Loons should be carefully distinguished 
from Common Loons and Red-throated Loons by the 
exact pattern on the sides of the neck, bill structure, 
and pattern/coloration of the head and upperparts.

Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis (46)
• 2008-082. 16-20 Sep 2007. Brigantine NWR, 

Atlantic Co. L. Matula; *H. Eskin (ph), *J. Zamos 
(ph).

• 2008-084. 9 Nov 2007. Island Beach SP, Ocean 
Co. *G. Wenzelburger.
Despite the fact that Long Island, NY has numerous 

records of Eared Grebe in September, the Brig record 
constitutes only the second documented sighting for 
New Jersey in that month. More expected in terms 
of date was the Island Beach bird. Eared Grebe has a 
tendency to be a regular rarity in the state, but it can 
be confused with Horned Grebe. Details of head pat-
tern, bill shape, and overall color/pattern of the neck 
are necessary to rule out Horned Grebe, especially 
during periods when the latter species is in molt (for 
further information see NJB 33, 2007:18-20).

Frigatebird sp. Fregata sp. (19)
• 2008-020. 22 Jun 2007. Great Egg Harbor Inlet, 

Atlantic Co. *E. O’Sullivan. 
Although generically quite identifiable by size and 

distinctive shape, frigatebirds can be challenging to 
identify to species. Most frigatebirds seen in the U.S. 
are certainly Magnificent Frigatebirds, but both Lesser 
and Great Frigatebirds have been documented at such 
far-flung locations as California, Wyoming, Oklahoma, 
Michigan, and Maine. The Committee continues to 
record most as “frigatebird sp.” unless proof by photo-
graphs or detailed written descriptions unambiguously 
show a specific species identification.

Western Reef-Heron Egretta gularis (First State 
Record)
• 2008-033. 30 Jun 2007. South Amboy, Middlesex 

Co. *A. Laquidara. 

This first record for the state was seen only by 
a single observer. The bird was reported at South 
Amboy just a few days before one was discovered in 
nearby Brooklyn, NY, where it remained off and on 
during July and August 2007 to be enjoyed by scores 
of observers. The Committee believes that these 
two were very likely one in the same. Even though 
no photos were taken of the New Jersey bird, a good 
written description combined with its subsequent 
appearance very close by in New York City were 
adequate for acceptance.

White Ibis Eudocimus albus (17)
• 2008-105. 6 Oct 2005. Montclair, Essex Co. *E. 

Greenstone.
• 2008-100. 13-14 Aug 2007. Brigantine NWR, 

Atlantic Co. *S. Keller (ph); J. Granese (ph).
The status of White Ibis as a vagrant to New Jersey 

has waxed and waned over the decades. The 2005 
Montclair adult was well documented with copious 
details and a field sketch; it provides a particularly 
rare record for the Piedmont region. The immature 
photographed (see NJB 34:16) at Brigantine NWR 
was typical in terms of location and date.

White-faced Ibis Plegadis chichi (35)
• 2008-037. 29 Apr 2007. Barnegat, Ocean Co. *M. 

Barrow. 
• 2008-042 and 2008-106a. 10 May 2007. Heisler-

ville, Cumberland Co. S. Galick (ph); *M. Iliff 
(ph).

• 2008-106b. 10 May 2007. Bear Swamp, Cape May 
Co. *M. Iliff.

• 2008-106c. 11 May 2007. Brigantine NWR, At-
lantic Co. *M. Iliff.

• 2008-041. 19 May-3 Jun 2007. Brigantine NWR, 
Atlantic Co. L. Mack (ph), S. Galick (ph).
This species continues to increase as a spring and 

summer visitor to the state’s coastal plain. Identifica-
tion of White-faced Ibis is fairly straightforward in 
spring, when individuals should be readily identifiable 
by face pattern and bare-parts coloration, but imma-
tures and sub-adults can be confusing. Further, hybrid 
Glossy X White-faced Ibis have been documented 
(e.g., see North American Birds 57, 2003, 136-139) 
and should be routinely eliminated.

Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja (2)
• 2008-025. 12 Jul-ca.6 Oct 2007. Brigantine 

NWR, Atlantic Co. J. Danzenbaker, K. Arcuri, 
C. Herlands; S. Galick (ph), C. Bohinski (ph), C. 
Krilowicz (ph), S. Glynn (ph), *J. Hanson (ph), 
*S. Keller (ph), *K. Lukens (ph), J. Petersen (ph), 
L. Spitalnik (ph), K. Watson (ph).
This cooperative crowd-pleaser remained at Brig 
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for over three months and was documented by many 
photographs (see NJB 34(1): front cover) and a few 
written descriptions. New Jersey’s first was found in 
marshes in Linden NJ/Staten Island NY that were not 
accessible to most observers. Roseate Spoonbill is a 
casual wanderer north of southern North Carolina.

grate through the state northbound makes detection 
difficult. The Randolph bird struck a window, was 
brought to an avian rehabilitation center, and later 
released; it occurred at the known peak of southbound 
movements in October.

Purple Gallinule Porphyrula martinica (62)
• 2008-023. 20 Apr-17 May 2007. Wreck Pond, 

Monmouth Co. M. McMorrow, J. Carragher; J. 
Gilbert (ph), *J. McKee, *N. Taylor (ph). 

• 2008-024. 22 Apr-2 May 2007. Brigantine Island, 
Atlantic Co. M. Polillo (ph).
Spring records of Purple Gallinules in New Jersey 

are adults that have most likely “overshot” the breeding 
grounds. The Wreck Pond bird was seen only three 
times during its 28-day stay—showing how elusive 
this brightly colored species can still be, even though 
when first found by homeowners it was walking about 
on an open lawn adjacent to the lake.

Wilson’s Plover Charadrius wilsonia (16)
• 2008-039. 27 May 2007. Brigantine NWR, Atlantic 

Co. *S. Walter (ph). 
• 2008-043. 3 Jun 2007. Stone Harbor, Cape May 

Co. *C. Vogel. 
Despite the declining status of many beach-nesters, 

Wilson’s Plovers continue to be annual or nearly so 
in New Jersey. The Stone Harbor record was typical 
in terms of timing and specific habitat, whereas the 
Brigantine NWR record was away from the intertidal/
beach flat habitat preferred by the species, but very 
close to its last known (1960s) breeding locations 
around Beach Haven Inlet. Reports of this species 
should clearly contrast it with smaller Semipalmated 
Plovers and very young Killdeer.

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea (19)
• 2008-013. 30 Apr-16 May 2007. Heislerville, Cum-

berland Co. *C. Vogel, *D. Freiday; *G. Armistead 
(ph), *V. Elia, *S. Galick (ph), *K. Lukens (ph), 
C. Taylor (ph). (dull female) 

• 2008-014. 1-23 May 2007. Heislerville, Cumber-
land Co. *V. Elia; S. Collins (ph), H. Eskin (ph), 
*D. Freiday, T. Ford-Hutchinson (ph), S. Sime 
(ph). (male) 

• 2008-016. 10 May 2007. Brigantine NWR, Atlantic 
Co. *C. Cox. 

• 2008-015. 13-21 May 2007. Heislerville, Cumber-
land Co. *D. Freiday; *V. Elia, *C. Vogel (ph).

• 2008-017. 16-21 May 2007. Stone Harbor, Cape 
May Co. C. Vogel. 
After a several-decades-long hiatus, Curlew 

Sandpipers have recently appeared regularly. At least 
three and maybe four birds were found at Heislerville, 

This Roseate Spoonbill at Brigantine (Forsythe) Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge was a real crowd-pleaser. It 
established only the second state record and was 
kind enough to remain in the area for some 2-1/2 
months—from 12 July-about 6 October 2007. It was 
photographed here on 14 August. Photo/Lloyd  
Spitalnik

Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsonii (30)
• 2008-095. 21 Oct 2007. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. M. O’Brien (ph); S. Galick (ph), K. Lukens 
(ph).
Annual in the state, or nearly so, Swainson’s Hawk 

is still an elusive species for many New Jersey bird-
ers based on its “one-day wonder” status and nearly 
singular penchant for appearing at Cape May. Like 
several other buteos, Swainson’s Hawk exhibits an 
array of plumages depending on age and color-morph. 
Reports should carefully describe these features in 
order to characterize individuals and better record 
the movements of those remaining for many days on 
the Cape May peninsula. A photo was published in 
NJB 34:39.

Yellow Rail Coturnicops noveboracensis (34)
• 2008-040. 23 Apr 2007. Jakes Landing, Cape May 

Co. *M. O’Brien, L. Zemaitis. 
• 2008-108. 19 Oct 2007. Randolph, Morris Co.; 

rehabbed at Raptor Trust. *R. Blair; R. Crossley 
(ph).

• 2008-109. 23 Dec 2007. Belford, Monmouth Co. 
*T. Boyle. 
The Jakes Landing bird was calling. Yellow Rail 

may be more numerous than believed as migrants 
in the extensive Delaware Bayshore marshes. But 
their secretive nature combined with a scarcity of 
knowledgeable birders listening for them at night 
during April and early May when most probably mi- ➟
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currently the most reliable location for this species in 
New Jersey and the region during spring. The 2007 
arrival date of 30 April is fairly early. A photo of the 
bright male (2008-014) appeared in NJB 33:90. Others 
were documented at Stone Harbor and at Brigan-
tine. From the 1950s through the 1970s, Brigantine 
NWR and Tuckerton were reliable spots for Curlew 
Sandpipers. Whether or not the species has actually 
shifted its preferred sites or is largely overlooked at 
these formerly regular locales is uncertain, although 
coverage at Tuckerton has declined substantially.

California Gull Larus californicus (3)
• 2008-011. 28 Jun 2007. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

*M. O’Brien (ph); P. Eager (ph), *P. Lehman.
This Cape May County bird in its third- or 

fourth-summer is the first to be photographically 
documented in New Jersey and is the first accepted 
record for this species away from the gull vortex of 
Florence. The three state records come from March, 
June, and November.

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle (13)
• 2008-065. 23 Dec 2007. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

*J. Vinosky; N. Sarbanes (ph), *P. Lehman, *K. 
Lukens (ph).
Although this species was the rarest New Jersey 

alcid until the Long-billed Murrelet’s arrival (see next), 
it has occurred annually since 2002. Like most New 
Jersey Black Guillemots, this individual was present 
for only a single day; it also fit the late November-to-
mid-January occurrence pattern.

Long-billed Murrelet Brachyramphus perdix 
(First State Record)
• 2008-019. 18-19 Jan 2007. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. *H. Tomlinson; *P. Bacinski, *S. Barnes, S. 
Galick (ph), J. Gilbert (ph), *B. Merritt, G. Wen-
zelburger.
This Asian species has established a pattern of 

straying far from its range and there are a number of 
other Northeastern records. Unfortunately for many 
observers, weather conditions deteriorated rapidly 
on the second day of its stay, and of the hordes who 
chased it, very few got unimpeachable views. 
Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata (2)
• 2008-001. 16-18 Jan 2007. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. *M. O’Brien; S. Elowitz (ph), S. Galick (ph), 
*K. Lukens (ph), *G. Myers (ph), *G. Wenzel-
burger.
The second New Jersey record comes 27 years after 

the first, at Stokes State Forest in Sussex County. 
Thus, Band-tailed Pigeon claims the distinction of 
having been seen at both extreme ends of New Jersey. 
Its photo appeared on the front cover of NJB 33(3).

Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
(11)
• 2008-086. 6 Aug 2007. Brick, Ocean Co. J. Daniels 

(ph).
After the bumper year of 2006 which boasted 

no fewer than five records, there was but one in 
2007—Ocean County’s first. Seven of the 11 state 
records come from Cape May County; there are also 
two records for Monmouth and one for Atlantic 
Counties. At present, this is a coastal vagrant in New 
Jersey, but it is probably only a matter of time until 

Although not the highest quality photo ever obtained of a New Jersey rarity, this 
and the other pictures obtained of a near-adult California Gull (left) on the beach at 
Cape May on 28 June 2007 were the first for the state. The previous two accepted 
records of this species were sight-reports only. Although summer would seem like a 
very odd time for this species to turn up in New Jersey, there are previous records at 
this season in the East. Photo/Michael O’Brien

Most Black Guillemots that are found in New Jersey are one-day wonders that turn 
up between late November and early January. This bird at Cape May on 23 Decem-
ber 2007 fit that pattern. Photo/Nico Sarbanes
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this expanding species starts appearing inland. Most 
state records come from May and September, plus a 
few in summer. Its photo appeared in NJB 34:13.

White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica (28)
• 2008-038. 30 Mar-9 Apr 2007. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. *B. Bassett; J. Guerard, *K. Lukens (ph), 
*C. Vogel.

• 2008-107. 28 Nov-30 Dec 2007. Villas WMA, 
Cape May Co. C. Vogel; B. Boyle, S. & B. Brown 
(ph), C. Krilowicz (ph).
This species has been extending its range north, 

and this year continues the New Jersey pattern of 
coastal records: all but six have been in Cape May 
County and there are still none inland. A photo of 
the Villas bird appeared in NJB 33:90.

Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis  
(First State Record)
• 2008-090. 25 Nov 2007. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

S. Bauer, *M O’Brien (ph); C. Krilowicz (ph), *K. 
Lukens (ph).
This unexpected mega-rarity was seen and photo-

graphed well by many birders, even though it stayed but 
a single day. The only previous Northeastern records 
come from Ontario and West Virginia in spring, plus 
one from Bermuda. Its photo graced the cover of NJB 
34(2), and an article detailing its occurrence and 
identification was published in NJB 34:46-48.

Calliope Hummingbird Stellula calliope (6)
• 2008-071. 2-6 Oct 2007. Eldora, Cape May Co. 

K. Johnson; *D. Freiday, *P. Sutton. 
• 2008-070. 17-21 Nov 2007. Denville, Morris Co. 

J. & C. Knapp; S. Byland (ph), *G. Nixon (ph), 
*S. Weidensaul (bander).
The Eldora adult male was one of the very few of 

this age known from the East Coast. The Denville 

immature was both Morris County’s first and New 
Jersey’s first truly inland record; a photo appeared in 
NJB 34:31.

Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus/
sasin (22)
• 2008-112. mid-Nov–21 Dec 2007. Westfield, 

Union Co. J. Gilbert (ph).
Following a general increase in records of selaspho-

rus hummingbirds in late fall and early winter since 
the early-to-mid-1990s, this year’s single report was 
indicative of an “off” year.

Say’s Phoebe Sayornis saya (15)
• 2008-093. 4 Sep 2007. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

J. Stahl (ph); S. Galick (ph), M. Garland (ph), K. 
Lukens (ph).
This individual was the earliest of the species’ New 

Jersey September-October autumn timeframe. It was 
typical in being a coastal plain one-day wonder. Its 
photo was published in NJB 34:40.

Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens 
(39)
• 2008-051. 17 Nov 2007. Brigantine NWR, Atlantic 

Co. J. Connor (ph).
• 2008-053. 21 Nov 2007-1 January 2008. Cape May, 

Cape May Co. *P. Lehman; *K. Lukens (ph), *G. 
Myers (ph), M. O’Brien (ph).

• 2008-052. 25 Nov-5 Dec 2007. Sandy Hook, 
Monmouth Co. *T. Boyle (ph), M. Fahay (ph), 
D. Larson.

A popular backyard bird was this Band-tailed Pigeon 
at Cape May for three days, 16-18 January 2007. It 
established just the second record for the state. It was 
photo’d here on 16 January. Photo/Karl Lukens

➟

Almost all Calliope Hummingbirds that turn up in the East, north of the Gulf Coast, 
are immature/female types. Thus, this adult male in a yard in Eldora, Cape May 
County, from 2-6 October 2007 was particularly unusual. Photo/Don Freiday
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• 2008-054. 16 Dec 2007. Green Creek, Cape May 
Co. *P. Lehman.

• 2008-056. 18 Dec 2007-12 Jan 2008. Cape May, 
Cape May Co. *P. Lehman; *K. Lukens (ph), *G. 
Myers (ph), M. O’Brien (ph).
Ash-throated Flycatcher is now an expected 

November vagrant, with several lingering well in to 
December or beyond. Most records are from the Cape 
May area. That county hosted three of this season’s five 
individuals (photos in NJB 34:41 and 34:66); see also 
the Brigantine NWR bird (NJB 34:41). This fits the 
overall coastal pattern of occurrence of this species, 
though there are inland records as well. Even though 
it is annual in New Jersey, observers should carefully 
eliminate all other Myiarchus flycatchers whenever 
identifying an Ash-throated. To drive the point 
home, an excessively late Great Crested Flycatcher 
was also present at Sandy Hook at the same time as 
the Ash-throated Flycatcher.

Cave Swallow Petrochelidon fulva (40)
• 2008-079a. 28 Oct 2007. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. *P. Lehman.
• 2008-079b. 6 Nov-3 Dec 2007. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. ~150. *P. Lehman, *T. Johnson (ph), 
*M. O’Brien (ph).

• 2008-073. 8 Nov 2007. East Point, Cumberland 
Co. *S. Keller.

• 2008-077. 21 Nov 2007. Woodland Twp, Burling-
ton Co. *T. Bailey.

• 2008-075a. 22 Nov 2007. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. 3. *T Boyle.

• 2008-075b. 27 Nov 2007. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
Co. P. Schoenberger (ph).

• 2008-078. 25 Nov 2007. Brigantine NWR, Atlantic 
Co. *S. Keller, M. DeBonis (ph).
The fall of 2007 was an excellent season for Cave 

Swallows in New Jersey. In addition to the seven ac-
cepted records, there were several other reports for 
which the Committee received no documentation. 
Cape May numbers totaled some 150+ individuals, 
with maxima of 64 on 17 November and 98 on 23 
November. Two that succumbed during the night 
of 26-27 November were salvaged; as expected they 
proved to be southwestern pelodoma. The Woodland 
Township bird was the first for Burlington County. 
Due to this species’ increasing regularity in the state, 
it was removed from the Review List at the NJBRC’s 
summer 2008 meeting. Nonetheless, birders should 
continue to carefully document its distribution because 
it is only a matter of time until it is recorded in vir-
tually all counties. A photo of one of the Cape May 
birds appeared in NJB 34:42, and more information 
on the history of Cave Swallow in New Jersey can be 
found in NJB 34:50-51.

Townsend’s Solitaire Myadestes townsendi (8)
• 2008-098. 25 Oct 2007. Merrill Creek Res, Warren 

Co. *T. Vouglas.
• 2008-099. 25 Nov 2007-23 Mar 2008. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. T. Boyle (ph), M. Fahay (ph), D. 
Larson; J. Gilbert (ph), D. Lovitch (ph), C. Miles 
(ph).
The first few New Jersey records of this species 

were inland, as in other Northeastern states, but most 
recent reports have come from the coastal plain. This 
year’s accepted two split the difference; presently there 
are five inland and three coastal records. The bird at 
Sandy Hook successfully overwintered, just as a previ-
ous individual in Cumberland County. It was the first 
Monmouth County record and was enjoyed by many 
birders; a photo of it was published in NJB 34:36.

Bohemian Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus (13)
• 2008-066. 23-25 Dec 2007. Island Beach SP, Ocean 

Co. up to 9. *A. Tongas (ph).
These nine constitute the all-time New Jersey 

daily maximum. Bohemian Waxwings should be 
looked for during any winter when they irrupt into 
neighboring states. All records of multiples come from 
such coastal locations, like Island Beach and Sandy 
Hook. Typically, Bohemians mix with large flocks of 
Cedar Waxwings feeding on cedar and holly berries. 
A photo appeared in NJB 34:60.

This Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird remained at a feeder in Westfield, Union County, 
from about mid-November through at least 21 December 2007. It was nicely pho-
tographed here on 21 December. This was the only Selasphorus hummer in the 
state in late 2007 for which the committee received documentation. This was nota-
bly fewer compared to the small-but-growing number of late-fall and early-winter 
records almost every year since the mid-1990s. Photo/Jim Gilbert
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Black-throated Gray Warbler  
Dendroica nigrescens (21)
• 2008-007. 1-28 Jan 2007. Marlton, Burlington 

Co., *J. Maxwell; S. Elowitz (ph), *S. Keller (ph), 
C. Krilowicz (ph), D. Magpiong (tape), B. Shaffer 
(ph).
This western warbler is most often found at migrant 

traps during autumn migration, but it sometimes 
appears at winter feeders, as does its close relative 
the Townsend’s Warbler. This was the first Burling-
ton County record, and its photo appeared in NJB 
33:51.

Swainson’s Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii (18)
• 2008-028. 18 Apr 2007. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co., *S. Barnes, *C. Brown.
This first for Sandy Hook was part of a much larger 

storm event that transported a substantial number of 
very early Neotropical migrants (e.g., Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos, Scarlet and Summer Tanagers, Blue Gros-
beaks) to coastal sites from northeastern New Jersey 
to Long Island and southeastern Massachusetts.

Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana (34)
• 2008-034. 21 Dec 2006-11 Jan 2007. Mt Olive, 

Morris Co. J. Harrington (ph); *T. Halliwell 
(ph).

• 2008-035. 4 Jan-4 Feb 2007. Echo Hill Park, Hunt-
erdon Co. P. Kwiatek; D. Beaton (ph), S. Byland 
(ph), J. Gilbert (ph), *N. Haass, *J. Hanson, L. 
Mack (ph), G. Roussey (ph), A. Souto (ph), C. 
Takacs (ph).

• 2008-036. 23-26 Jan 2007. Chestnut Neck, Atlantic 
Co. J. Dowdell, C. Sutton; J. Connor (ph), *K. 
Lukens (ph), *G. Myers (ph), *C. Vogel.
These records fall into the classic winter pattern 

of occurrence for this species in New Jersey and the 
Northeast. The Chestnut Neck bird succumbed to a 
cold snap, but the specimen was salvaged. The Echo 
Hill individual was a Hunterdon County first and was 
seen by many birders also seeking an Ash-throated 
Flycatcher present in nearby Stockton at the same 
time. A photo of the Mt. Olive bird appeared in 
NJB 33:44.

Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys (6)
• 2008-089. 12 Sep 2007. Stafford Twp, Ocean Co. 

*M. McGraw (sketch).
Most Northeastern records of this species fall nar-

rowly between very late August and mid-September, 
this individual matching the trend.

Le Conte’s Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii (27)
• 2008-018. 17 Feb-15 Mar 2007. Abbotts Meadow 

WMA, Salem Co. *P. Driver.

Though most New Jersey reports of this sparrow 
come from the fall, there are a few other winter records. 
This was Salem County’s first.

“Gambel’s” White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia 
leucophrys gambelii (9 since 1996)
• 2008-113. 21 Nov – 21 Dec 2007. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. *M. O’Brien (ph).
Most records of this common western subspecies, 

which breeds as far east as western Hudson Bay, are 
from fall. Photos of this immature appeared in NJB 
34:67.

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris (34)
• 2008-091. 7-14 Dec 2007. Island Beach SP, Ocean 

Co. K. Knutsen (ph), F. Lesser; *T. Branham, S. 
Streich (ph), A. Tongas (ph).
Perhaps surprisingly, most in New Jersey are from 

winter. Also, most are from the coastal plain. So 
this record—involving a green female or first-win-
ter male—is typical in both respects. It was Island 
Beach’s fourth.

It might be surprising to learn that a majority of Painted Bunting records in New 
Jersey come from the winter months, rather than from spring and/or fall. This bird 
at Island Beach State Park was present 7-14 December 2007 (photo’d here on 7 
December) and thus fits the majority pattern. Photo/Alex Tongas

➟
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Bullock’s Oriole Icterus bullockii (3)
• 2008-069. 27 Nov-2 Dec 2007. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. *P. Lehman; C. Krilowicz (ph), *K. 
Lukens, *G. Myers (ph), *M. O’Brien (ph).
Vagrant orioles in pale female/immature-type 

plumages have caused many headaches for birders; 
the fact that this Bullock’s was an adult male made 
identification much simpler. It was a first for Cape 
May County. Its photo appeared in NJB 34:42.

Pine Grosbeak Pinicola enucleator 
(1 record since 2006)
• 2008-092. 24 Dec 2007. Island Beach SP, Ocean 

Co. *G. Nixon (ph); A. Baytas, *R. Fanning.
As Boreal Chickadee (which it followed on to 

the Review List in 2006), Pine Grosbeak irrupts into 
New Jersey far less frequently than it once did. The 
winter of 2007-2008 was an excellent one for the 
species in the Northeast, with flocks being found not 
too far north of the New Jersey-New York border. 
This one-day female was the only one reaching New 
Jersey that winter.

Hoary Redpoll Carduelis hornemanii (4) 
• 2008-114. 27 Dec 2007. Lyndhurst, Bergen Co. 

*C. Takacs (ph).
Small-to-moderate numbers of Common Redpolls 

reached New Jersey during the winter of 2007-2008, 
and a few Hoary Redpolls were reported from New 
England and northern New York. This bird established 
only the fourth state record accepted by the NJBRC, 

and the first since the Hoary Redpoll invasion in to 
the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic regions in early 1994. 
A photo was published in NJB 34:57.

NoT ACCEPTEd
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
• 2008-060. 28-29 Dec 2007. West Windsor, Mercer 

Co. 
It is sometimes the case that a report of a Review 

List species is received through various reporting 
mechanisms without any supporting details or descrip-
tion ever being submitted. Such is the case with this 
Barnacle Goose. Although it is unlikely that such a 
distinctive species was misidentified, the lack of details 
precludes its acceptance.

Black-browed Albatross  
Thalassarche melanophris
• 2008-008. 24 Oct 1989. Manasquan Inlet, Ocean 

Co. 
Removal of this long-standing record from the 

official New Jersey List was not done lightly. In re-
examining this report, the decision to remove it could 
have been approached from either of two directions, 
or from both. First, this extreme rarity (only one well-
documented record for U.S. waters) was sighted by 
a lone observer who first watched it without the aid of 
optics and under less than optimal viewing conditions. 
Second, some of the documentation is now missing: 
part of what was weighed in the original decision to 
accept was contained in the recounting of a phone 
conversation with the observer in between two rounds 
of voting. In addition, the actual description included 
with the available documentation is more suggestive 
of a Northern Gannet, or at least does not adequately 
eliminate that species, particularly its continuous 
flapping on stiff wings.

 
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga
• 2008-050. 29 Oct 2007. Cape May, Cape May 

Co.
Specific identification of this bird was not unani-

mously agreed upon by those observers present. This 
fact, combined with a thin and inconclusive descrip-
tion, led to a decision not to accept. It should be noted 
that an earlier October 2007 Anhinga at Cape May 
seen by many observers was almost certainly correct; 
however not a single description of that bird was ever 
received by the NJBRC.

White Ibis Eudocimus albus 
• 2008-101. 15 Aug 2007. Wildwood Crest, Cape 

May Co.  
• 2008-102. 17 Aug 2007. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. 

Many older records of Bullock’s Orioles in the East involved female/immature-plum-
aged birds at winter feeders. It turns out that identification criteria used at the time 
were not adequate and that many birds may, in fact, have been dull female Balti-
mores. Such ID issues were not a concern with this stunning adult male Bullock’s 
that frequented thick tangles in Cape May from 27 November-2 December 2007 
(photographed here on 28 November). Photo/Michael O’Brien
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• 2008-103. 19 Aug 2007. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. 

• 2008-104. 10 Sep 2007. Cape May, Cape May 
Co. 
All four were immatures and the first three could 

have been the same individual. However, no written 
descriptions were received for any of them. 

Mew Gull Larus canus 
• 2008-021. 4 Mar 2007. Spruce Run Res, Hunterdon 

Co. 
The observer was very meticulous in his presenta-

tion of material related to this observation and should 
be commended for doing as thorough a job as was 
possible. However, it remains a “single observer, no 
photo, first state record” of a gull. In the final analysis, 
the lack of details concerning the wing pattern, and 
only a brief look at the bill, were enough to relegate 
the report to only “possibly correct” status and thus 
inadequate for addition to the State List.

Thayer’s Gull Larus thayeri 
• 2008-029. 23 Feb 2007. Spruce Run Res., Hunt-

erdon Co. 
This could have been a Thayer’s Gull, but even 

with photos it was difficult to be certain as none 
showed the wing-tip pattern. After much discussion 
it was concluded that a dark “Kumlien’s” Iceland 
Gull or some kind of hybrid could not reasonably be 
eliminated.

Slaty-backed Gull Larus schistisagus 
• 2008-094. 29 Dec 2007. Florence, Burlington 

Co.
As of yet, there are no accepted New Jersey records 

of Slaty-backed Gull. Similar to the Mew Gull report, 
above, it is in the “single observer, no photo, first 
state record” category. The acceptance of a report 
of such magnitude demands a thorough and detailed 
description. In this case, neither leg color nor details 
of the outstretched wing were recorded, which led 
to a “not accept” vote. Gull identification can be 
exceedingly difficult, and the possibility of hybrids 
always needs careful consideration (in this case, Great 
Black-backed X Herring). 

Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus 
• 2008-027. 19 May 2007. Heislerville, Cumberland 

Co. (5).
Non-tropical-storm-related Sooty Terns are ex-

tremely rare, and the occurrence of five birds together 
without such a storm would be even more amazing. 
The details submitted with this report did not support 
such an unusual occurrence. 

Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina
• 2008-032. 24 Jul 2007. Brigantine NWR, Atlantic 

Co. 
The three previous New Jersey Violet-green Swal-

low records were between mid-October and mid-No-
vember, so a late July date is distinctly anomalous. 
Moreover, the details accompanying this report were 
insufficient to support the identification.

Bewick’s Wren Thryomanes bewickii 
• 2008-004. 10 Apr 2007. Palmyra Cove Nature 

Park, Burlington Co. 
There has not been a record of Bewick’s Wren in 

New Jersey in over 30 years. The serious decline and 
retraction in the eastern population render such a 
contemporary occurrence exceedingly unlikely. The 
submitted details were insufficient, in particular fail-
ing to exclude a Carolina Wren showing little or no 
ventral buff color. 

Brewer’s Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus
• 2008-010. 23 Mar 2007. Overpeck Park, Bergen 

Co. (2).
Although Brewer’s Blackbird is a reasonably 

“regular” vagrant to New Jersey, the write-up of these 
individuals mentioned their general coloration as be-
ing “dark chestnut brown”—a description fitting Rusty 
Blackbird well but Brewer’s Blackbird not at all.

 
• 2008-068. 7 Nov 2007. Mannington, Salem Co. 

(2).
The committee believed that these blackbirds were 

most likely Rusty Blackbirds with minimal rust, or 
better, should have been left unidentified. Brewer’s 
Blackbird actually does not have a long-lasting im-
mature male plumage like that suggested in the report, 
only a rarely seen quick transitional plumage to adult. 
Field guides depicting an immature or winter adult 
plumage that is different from spring/summer adults 
are in error, as no such winter plumage exists. Unlike 
Rusty Blackbirds, winter adult Brewer’s look exactly 
the same as summer adults.

oRIgIN uNCERTAIN oR QuESTIoNABlE 
Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator (status  
presently undetermined)
• 2008-030. 18-19 Feb 2007. Greenwood Lake, 

Passaic Co.; later, Duke Farms, Somerset Co. B. 
Robertson (ph), *R. Blair. re-found June, released 
at Duke Farms.

• 2008-031. 17 Jun 2007, Sayreville; Middlesex Co. 
later, Duke Farms, Somerset Co. *C. Aquila, *R. 
Blair. rehabbed at the Raptor Trust; released at 
Duke Farms on 6 July. ➟
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The specific identification of these two birds is 
not at issue. However, it is not clear whether the 
(re-)introduced Great Lakes and upstate New York 
Trumpeter Swan populations are as yet viable. The 
committee will be in contact with counterparts in 
the Great Lakes region who have researched the 
reintroduction program and current status of breeders 
there. Following that inquiry, another vote will be 
taken. The Greenwood Lake bird had been tagged 
in Ontario.

Crested Caracara Caracara cheriway  
(added to “Origin Uncertain” list)
• 2008-012. 5 May 2007. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. *S. Barnes. 
Specific identification is not in question, but 

certainly for a species with only a little penchant for 
wandering, the origin of any individual found well 
outside its normal range can at best be described as 
“uncertain.” Numerous individuals have recently 
occurred well outside their normal range in the 
Great Plains and western states, but opinions over 
the origins of many of these individuals continue to 
vary widely.

Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis 
(escape/exotic)
• 2008-026. 13 Sep 2006. Linden, Union Co. A. 

Bernick (ph). 
The odds of a naturally occurring vagrant Ru-

fous-collared Sparrow are excessively low. Thus, 
this individual almost surely had escaped or was 
ship-assisted.

Records of presumably escaped European Goldfinches 
at feeders appear to have increased during the past 
decade, not only in the Northeast and mid-Atlantic, 
but also westward to the Great Lakes region. Several 
other presumed escaped European passerines have 
turned up in these regions as well, species such as Eu-
ropean Greenfinch (Carduelis chloris). This European 
Goldfinch frequented a feeder at Cape May Point on 
9-10 May 2007. Photo/Karl Lukens

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis (escape/
exotic)
• 2008-044. 9-10 May 2007. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. K. Lukens (ph). 
This individual, and all others of this species in 

North America, are very likely escaped cagebirds. 
This individual may represent a returning or resident 
individual in the immediate area, as one has been 
photographed in the same neighborhood two suc-
cessive years.

CoRRIgENdA
In last year’s “New Jersey Bird Records Com-

mittee—Annual Report 2007” (NJB 33:58-69) the 
final date for the Stockton, Hunterdon County Ash-
throated Flycatcher (2007-046) should be 15, not 14, 
Jan 2007, and the correct date for the Sandy Hook 
Henslow’s Sparrow (2007-065) should be 18 Nov, 
not 18 Oct, 2007. 

In the XXth report of the NJBRC (Records of New 
Jersey Birds 23, 1997:46-52) a report of a Eurasian 
(Common) Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) seen from the 
Cape May hawk-watch on 25 September 1996 was not 
accepted by the Committee. The principal observer 
would like to correct the official record by noting that 
his report to the NJBRC was submitted as involving 
an Old World kestrel, either Eurasian or Lesser (F. 
naumanni), but not specifically as the former.


