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COVER PHOTO: Records of Black Guillemot have increased dramatically in the past decade, but they are still 
mostly one-day wonders that turn up in early winter. This one, photographed here on 15 December 2008, fit 
both categories, and may have been the same bird that was photographed at Sandy Hook the preceding day. 
Photo/Bob	Cunningham

New Jersey Bird Records Committee 

— Annual Report 2009
by SCoTT BARNeS, Joe BuRgiel, ViNCe eliA, 

JeNNiFeR hANSoN, and Bill BoYle

he New Jersey Bird Records Committee 
(hereafter “NJBRC” or “the Committee”) 
held meetings on 15 November 2008 at Cape 

Crown Dr., Warren, NJ 07059. In addition, the NJBRC 
website can be found at <http://www.njbrc.net/>.

Articles dealing with Committee deliberations 
and published within the past year included “New 
Jersey’s first record of Long-billed Murrelet” by Scott 
Barnes (NJB 35:2-4). 

The NJBRC would also like to thank all the 
observers who submitted documentation during the 
past year. The Committee would have an impossible 
job without the support of these birders. Although 
“digiscoping” has made the documentation of many 
rarities easier, there is still an important place for field 
notes; good notes can strengthen the case made by 
photos of less-than-stellar quality.

Field notes can also make the case for rare birds that 
are recorded only as brief mentions on the Internet. 
If you see a Review List bird and post a report to an 
e-mail list, please take a little extra time and submit 
a description to the NJBRC as well. Although the 
identification of rarities with no supporting details is 
often correct, such sightings cannot be accepted as 
part of the historical record, which relies on supporting 
evidence that can be consulted by researchers many 
years in the future. Even a brief description, or a sketch 
by an avowed non-artist, can support an observation 
sufficiently to add it to the official record.

The format used to present data is standardized. 
Records are grouped by Committee actions, with 
accepted records listed first, followed by reports that 
the Committee did not accept (identification was not 
sufficiently supported by the documentation supplied), 
and then a group for records treated specially. Within 
each group, records are presented in phylogenetic 
order (according to the A.O.U. Check-list, 7th edition 
and supplements). For each species, the English and 
scientific names are given, followed by the current 
total of accepted state records. The record(s) con-
sidered by the Committee are then listed, arranged 
by date. For each record entry, the internal NJBRC 
index number is given, followed by date, location, 
and county. If the report involved more than one 
individual, the number of birds is given following 

T
May and 22 March 2009 at Sandy Hook. Eighty reports 
were considered and voted on. One species (Monk 
Parakeet) was added to the New Jersey state list in 
2008-2009. This action brings the grand total of the 
New Jersey State List to 465 species as of March 2009. 
The current State List is available at <http://www.
njbrc.net/slist.html> and current Review List can be 
found at <http://www.njbrc.net/rlist.html >.

Voting NJBRC members during the period cov-
ered by this report were Scott Barnes, Bill Boyle, Joe 
Burgiel, Vince Elia, Don Freiday, Paul Guris, Jennifer 
Hanson, Paul Lehman, Matt Sharp, Richard Veit, 
and Jim Zamos. Vince Elia continues as Committee 
Chair and Bill Boyle continues as Secretary. Joining 
the Committee in 2009-2010 are Tom Boyle and Bob 
Fogg, as Richard Veit rotates off the Committee and 
Paul Lehman retires.

With Paul Lehman’s move to California, the 
NJBRC loses one of its most tireless members and 
advocates. Paul became involved with the Committee 
when he moved to New Jersey in 1996. He served as 
Chair 1997-2001 and also served on the Historical 
Project Subcommittee. Paul graciously hosted the fall 
NJBRC meeting in Cape May for many years, even 
putting up out-of-towners overnight. His editorship 
of (Records of) New Jersey Birds and hard work on 
assembling the Annual Report every year were also 
essential to the Committee’s mission, as were his 
posts on the NJBIRDS Listserv. Paul will be greatly 
missed, and he leaves some very large shoes to fill; his 
encyclopedic knowledge of bird distribution and vast 
field experience (as well as his experience of serving 
on the California Bird Records Committee) have 
been invaluable to the NJBRC.

The Committee also expresses its condolences to 
the family of former NJBRC member George Wen-
zelberger, who passed away early in 2009.

All reports should be sent to <report@njbrc.net>, 
or via snail mail to Bill Boyle, Secretary, NJBRC, 14 



Vol.	XXXV,	no.	4	—	77

➟

the location; all records involve a single bird unless 
otherwise noted. Then, for accepted records, data 
on finders and documenters are given. The finder’s 
name, if known, is listed first, followed by a semicolon 
and the names of the other observers who submitted 
some form of documentation to the Committee (in 
alphabetical order), accompanied by symbols: “*” 
indicates that written documentation was submitted; 
“ph” denotes a photo or videotape. Following these 
data, comments are provided to explain important or 
interesting aspects of the records.

Other abbreviations used: Co. = County; NJAS 
= New Jersey Audubon Society; NWR = National 
Wildlife Refuge; Res. = Reservoir; SP = State Park; 
Twp. = Township; WMA = Wildlife Management 
Area.

ACCepTeD ReCoRDS
“Black” Brant Branta bernicla nigricans (Since 
1996) (18)
· 2009-001. 4 Apr 2008. Union Beach, Monmouth 

Co. T. Boyle* (ph).
· 2009-035. 11 Nov 2008. South Amboy, Middlesex 

Co. A. Laquidara (ph). Returning bird.
· 2009-036. 24-26 Nov 2008. Cape May, Cape  

May Co. M. O’Brien (ph).
Large flocks of “pale-bellied” Brant should be 

searched for this western subspecies. The north 
coast and Raritan Bay area have the bulk of records, 
and the South Amboy bird has returned for several 
winters. Key features to note include the presence 
of dark black on the belly extending past the legs, a 
white flank patch offset by a dark back and belly, and 
a thicker white neck collar.

 
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis (13)
· 2009-037. 6-30 Oct 2008. Burlington City, Burl-

ington Co. J. Schill*, C. Krilowicz (ph).
· 2009-038. 11 Nov 2008 - 7 Mar 2009. Califon, 

Hunterdon Co. A. & B. Rennie, J. Gilbert (ph), 
L. Mack (ph). Returning bird.
Populations of Barnacle Geese have greatly 

increased in western Greenland. A few banded indi-
viduals accidentally shot by hunters in eastern North 
America have proven to be wild birds originating in 
Greenland. The Califon individual has wintered at 
the site for three years. Care should be taken distin-
guishing Barnacle Geese from potential hybrid geese, 
including Canada X Barnacle Goose.

Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis (48)
· 2009-003. 7 Jan 2008. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. 2 birds. S. Barnes*, L. Mack.
· 2009-004. 6 Feb 2008. Keyport, Monmouth Co. 

P. Massas (ph).

This nearly annual visitor to New Jersey is most 
often found at coastal sites. Identification is straight-
forward during winter, but care should be taken 
during March and April, when molting grebes can 
be problematic. Bill shape and structure, if visible, is 
the best field mark during spring. Typically Horned 
Grebes take several weeks to complete this molt while 
Eared Grebes tend to molt from basic to alternate 
plumage rather quickly.
 
Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis (20)
· 2009-005. 29 Feb - 11 Mar 2008. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. T. Boyle*(ph).
· 2009-006. 29 May - 7 Jun 2008. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. J. Fleullan, N. Nappe (ph), N. 
Bates, R. Fanning, J. Stadelmier, C. Buchanan.
Records of Western Grebe have clearly increased in 

the last decade in the state and all have been coastal. 
The late spring record is more unusual, with most 
other records falling between November and March. 
Whenever possible, observers should to attempt to 
rule out Clark’s Grebe, which has been recorded in 
Virginia and Maine. Careful photographs or descrip-
tions of the bill color and loral area are important 
features to note.

 

This beautifully photographed Western Grebe (here on 10 March) was present at 
Sandy Hook for almost two weeks, 29 February – 11 March 2008, but was elusive 
and frustrated the efforts of many birders. Photo/Tom	Boyle

Band-rumped/Leach’s Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma 
castro/leucorhoa (1)
· 2009-040. 26 Sep 2008. Avalon, Cape May Co.  

S. Fitzgerald*.
The Committee felt that the description adequately 

eliminated Wilson’s Storm-Petrel. The similarities 
between Band-rumped and Leach’s Storm-Petrels are 
considerable, and the committee decided to take a 
conservative approach to this interesting record.
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Brown Booby Sula leucogaster (8)
· 2009-041. 14 Sep 2008. 10 miles east of Hereford 

Inlet, Cape May Co. M. Fritz* (ph).
This individual was photographed sitting on top of 

a buoy off Hereford Inlet. Care should be used when 
identifying young sulids and in NJ should completely 
eliminate immature Northern Gannets. Brown Boo-
bies, unlike other vagrant seabirds, are not normally 
associated with hurricanes or tropical storms when 
they appear in the state.

Bergen Co. Immature. M.Newhouse, R. Duffy 
(ph), S. Barnes*, J. Workman*(ph).
Late summer and early fall are probably the best 

time to look for this near-annual vagrant to New Jersey. 
Although many records come from coastal Atlantic 
and Cape May counties, White Ibis have appeared 
inland and in the northern half of the state as well.

White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi (36)
· 2009-007. 22-26 Apr 2008. Heislerville, Cumber-

land Co. B. Boyle*, H.Burk, J. Davis (ph).
Another species on the increase, observers should 

still take care to eliminate hybrid Glossy X White-
faced Ibis. Careful observation of eye and leg color as 
well as the exact color and patterns of the facial skin 
are important features to note. Most records in the 
state come from the three southernmost counties.

Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus (76) 
· 2009-008. 2 May 2008. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. J. van Dort (ph), S.Barnes, L. Mack.
· 2009-008a. 8 May 2008. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. J. van Dort (ph), T. Anderson.
· 2009-047. 11 Sep - 2 Oct 2008. Sussex Co. N. 

Powers*, R. McDonnell, G. Smisko*, M. Muller, 
J. Kowey, B. Hardiman, L. Obiso.

· 2009-048. 4 Oct 2008. Cape May, Cape May Co. 
T. Reed, S. Collins (ph), B. Fogg (ph).
An expected “regular rarity” during April and 

May, the Sandy Hook records fit the species’ typical 
pattern of occurrence. More unusual—but definitely 
on the increase—are fall records. 

Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni (Since 1996) 
(31)
·  2009-049. 29 Jul 2008. Ocean Co. Adult. M. 

McGraw*(ph).
Unprecedented during the summer in the state—

and anywhere in the northeast—this adult bird was 
photographed over the Pine Barrens in southern 
Ocean County. In the west Swainson’s Hawks begin 
post-breeding dispersal during late July and can appear 
hundreds of miles away from known nesting areas.

Whimbrel (Eurasian) Numenius phaeopus ssp. 
(Since 1996) (4)
· 2009-010. 21 Apr 2008. Stone Harbor, Cape May 

Co. D. Chaney*.
The Eurasian races of Whimbrel can be reliably 

separated from the North American subspecies by 
combination of white rump, and paler belly and 
underwings. Several nearby states along the eastern 
seaboard have multiple records of this subspecies; 
most reports come from summer, making this April 
record more unusual.

Six of the eight accepted records of Brown Booby have come from Cape May 
County, but this is the first one away from shore. It was photographed roosting on 
a navigational buoy and also in flight 10 miles off Hereford Inlet on 14 September 
2008. Photo/	Mike	Fritz

Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens (4)
·  2009-042. 8 Sep 2008. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

Female. B. Fogg (ph).
The size and shape of a frigatebird make it easy to 

identify, but pinning down which species is involved is 
more challenging. This individual was photographed 
well enough to show diagnostic characteristics for 
Magnificent Frigatebird. 

Frigatebird sp. Fregata sp. (20)
· 2009-043. 27 Oct 2008. Montclair, Essex Co. Im-

mature. J. Bosler*.
The committee continues to take a conservative 

approach and leave some records as “frigatebird 
species.” Although many of these birds may well 
be Magnificent Frigatebirds, both Great and Lesser 
Frigatebirds have been recorded in the U.S.

White Ibis Eudocimus albus (Since 1996) (20)
· 2009-044. 21 Jul 2008. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

Immature. C. Vogel*.
· 2009-045. 6 Jul - 24 Aug 2008. Forsythe NWR, 

Atlantic Co. Immature. T. Bailey, H. Eskin (ph), 
R. Fanning*, S. Treesh.

· 2009-046. 19 Aug - 13 Sep 2008. DeKorte SP, 
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Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis (3)
· 2009-051. 30 Aug 2008. Two Mile Landing, Cape 

May Co. R. Crossley, K. Lukens*(ph), B. Fogg (ph), 
S. Galick (ph).
This well-photographed adult in fading breeding 

plumage marks the third record of this Eurasian stray 
to New Jersey (and Cape May County’s second); 
unfortunately the bird did not linger for more bird-
ers to see. 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea (Since 
1996) (23)
· 2009-011a. 14-29 May 2008. Heislerville, Cum-

berland Co. Male. V.Elia*, H. Eskin (ph).
· 2009-011ab. 14-29 May 2008. Heislerville, Cum-

berland Co. Male. V.Elia*, H. Eskin (ph).
· 2009-011b. 15-22 May 2008. Heislerville, Cum-

berland Co. Dull female.V. Elia*.
· 2009-011c. 18-29 May 2008. Heislerville, Cum-

berland Co. Bright female. V. Elia*.
The Heislerville impoundment in Cumberland 

County has become the hotspot in recent years for 
this attractive Eurasian wader, with an incredible 
total of four individuals documented this spring. The 
status of Curlew Sandpiper in New Jersey has waxed 
and waned over the decades; currently it appears to 
be a period of increase for this species. 

Bridled Tern Onychoprion anaethetus (18) 
· 2009-056. 7 Sep 2008. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

B. Fogg*.
This record and the Cape May Sooty Tern record 

were both associated with the passage of a tropical 
storm; observers need to take care when identifying 
dark-backed tropical tern species due to their super-
ficial similarities. Carefully note details on the neck 
pattern, darkness of the underside of the primaries, 
exact upperpart colors, tail pattern, and details of the 
supercilium if viewed at close range. 

 
Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus (40)
· 2009-053. 6 Sep 2008. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

B. Fogg (ph).
See the Bridled Tern account above for this 

record.

Sooty/Bridled Tern Onychoprion fuscatus/ana-
ethetus (2)
· 2007-054. 2 Sep 2006. Spruce Run Res., Hunterdon 

Co. M. Hiotis*.
· 2009-014. 10 Jun 2001. Manahawkin Bay, Ocean 

Co. B. Palestris*.
Identification of dark-backed terns can be tricky 

and viewing conditions during storms only exacerbate 

the difficulties. The committee felt that the Spruce 
Run bird was certainly one of these two species; it was 
associated with a tropical storm that passed through 
the state. The Manahawkin bird was adequately 
described to be one of the two species and seen at a 
Common Tern colony.
 
Thick-billed Murre Uria lomvia (Since 1996) 
(10)
· 2009-057. 7 Nov 2008. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

B. Fogg (ph).
This Thick-billed Murre was well-documented by 

photos and represents the tenth record in twelve years. 
Thick-billed Murre is the murre species more likely to 
be seen from shore and special care should be taken 
to rule out the similar looking immature Razorbill, 
which is much more likely to be seen from land. 
 

➟

There are about 11 accepted records of Thick-billed Murre, the majority of which are 
from land. This one, photographed at Cape May on the very early date of 7 Novem-
ber 2008, did not look well. Photo/Bob	Fogg

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle (15)
· 2009-058. 14 Dec 2008. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. T. Boyle* (ph).
· 2009-059. 15 Dec 2008. Shark River Inlet, Mon-

mouth Co. B. Cunningham* (ph).
Historically, while normally present in winter as 

far south as eastern Long Island, Black Guillemot has 
been typically very elusive in New Jersey and even 
classified as accidental by some authors. Prior to the 
present decade there were only eight records for the 
state. However, beginning in 2002, seven more have 
been added. The current two reports are both sup-
ported by excellent photographs.

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
(15)
· 2009-016a. 23 Apr – 12 May 2008. Cape May 

Point, Cape May Co. T. Leukering, M. O’Brien 
(ph).
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· 2009-016. 2 May 2008. Atlantic City, Atlantic 
Co. A. Majewski (ph).

· 2009-060. 21 Apr 2008. Toms River, Ocean Co. 
W. & B. Mazur (ph).

· 2009-061. 9 Jul 2008. Cape May, Cape May Co. 
D. Locke*.
Introduced in the Bahamas in the1970s and spread 

to Florida in 1982, Eurasian Collared Dove is now 
common in many parts of central North America 
from the Gulf Coast north and west to the Great 
Lakes, Saskatchewan, and British Columbia. On 
most of the eastern seaboard, however, it remains 
uncommon to rare. Interestingly, this pattern of 
spreading northward and westward is directionally 
the same as this species followed when it colonized 
Europe. It was first recorded in New Jersey in 1997, 
with additional records in 1998 and 2001. However 
beginning in 2005, 12 more records have been added. 
Perhaps this signals the beginning of more common 
occurrence here.

White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica (30)
· 2009-017. 8 May 2008. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. T. Boyle*.
· 2009-018. 13 May 2008. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

B. Lynn, K. Lukens (ph).
White-winged Dove has been reported sporadically 

in the state beginning in 1981. As with the preceding 
two species, the frequency of reports has increased with 
time. Sixteen of the 30 reports are from the current 
decade. This species, like the preceding two, is easily 
recognized, and the increased frequency of reports 
cannot readily be attributed to increased skill of the 
observers. However, both the increasing number of 
observers and the increased ease of communicating 
observations are factors.

Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus (18)
· 2009-063. 2 Nov 2008 - 28 Feb 2009. Cedar Run, 

Ocean Co. Immature male. D. Desjardins*, F. 
Lesser*, A. Tongas (ph), R. Veit (captured).

· 2009-064. 19 Oct 2008 - Jan 2009. Medford, 
Burlington Co. Adult female. W. Dasey*, R. Veit 
(banded, ph).

· 2009-065. 27 Sep 2008 - 9 Jan 2009. Freehold, 
Monmouth Co. Immature female. P. McCoy, S. 
Barnes*, L. Mack (ph), R. Veit (banded).

· 2009-066a. 13 Dec 2008 - 17 Jan 2009. Cape 
May, Cape May Co. P. Young, M. O’Brien (ph), 
C. Bohinski (ph).
Rufous Hummingbird, like several other species 

in this very large family, was unknown in the state 
only 20 years ago. However the sharply increased 
number of reports is more easily explained, at least 
in part, than that of the previous three species. Two 

important factors are the awareness of observers that 
late hummingbirds are probably unusual species, and 
the related increase in feeders maintained into No-
vember. While this species is now very nearly annual, 
often with multiple individuals present, it remains 
on the Review List because, with the exception of 
adult males, in-hand measurements or photographs of 
critical details are normally required for unambiguous 
identification.

Rufous and Allen’s Hummingbirds are very difficult to 
separate in the field, except for adult males. Rufous 
is by far the more expected, but both have occurred 
in the state. This young male Rufous Hummingbird, 
identified by capturing and measuring, spent almost 
four months at a Cedar Run, Ocean County feeder. 
Photo/Alex	Tongas

Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird 
Selasphorus rufus/sasin (23)
· 2009-066. 12 Nov 2008 - late Jan 2009. Cape May, 

Cape May Co. B. Linn, K. Lukens (ph).
As discussed immediately above, lack of the 

required measurements or of suitable photographs 
prevented this individual from being identified to 
species.

Selasphorus sp. (2)
· 2009-067. Oct 2008. Trenton, Mercer Co. L. Sem-

mel.
As in the preceding case neither measurements 

nor suitable photographs were available to permit 
identification to species.

Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinarescens 
(42)
· 2009-068. 3 Nov 2008. Spruce Run Res., Hunter-

don Co. *D. Harrison.
· 2009-069. 26 Nov - 4 Dec 2008. Cape May, Cape 

May Co. C. Hajduk, B. Fogg (ph), K. Lukens 
(ph).

· 2009-070. 29 Nov- 2 Dec 2008. Thompson Park, 
Monmouth Co. S. & W. Malmid*, S. Barnes*, L. 
Mack (ph), T. Anderson (ph), K. Klapper (ph).
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Ash-throated Flycatcher has become an annual late fall 
– early winter vagrant to the state, and 2008 pro-
duced three confirmed records. This one was present 
for four days at Thompson Park, Monmouth County, 
29 November to 2 December. Photo/Linda	Mack

While Ash-throated Flycatcher, much like the 
three species above, was unknown in the state 25 years 
ago, the frequency of reports beginning in 1995 has 
stabilized at two to three per year. With good pho-
tographs or detailed visual observation, this species 
is normally separable from Great-crested Flycatcher 
and its less common congeners. As with most New 
Jersey records of this species, all three of these are 
from November.

Gray Kingbird Tyrannus dominicensis (11)
· 2008-088. 28 Oct 2007. Franklin Twp., Somerset 

Co. V. Capp*.
Breeding in Florida and along the Gulf Coast, the 

North American population of this species winters 
mostly in Panama and northern South America, 
though a few remain in coastal south-eastern United 
States. However there have been casual wanderers 
northward. Unlike nearly all New Jersey Gray Kingbird 
records, this is only the second inland one. But as with 
all but one of them, this one is again in the fall. And 
with only seven records in the twentieth century but 
four from 2006 through 2008, once again we have a 
species which has recently turned up in New Jersey 
much more often than previously.

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus (43)
· 2009-019. 23 Apr 2008. Forsythe NWR, Atlantic 

Co. M. Britt*, E. Borowik, H. Eskin (ph).
· 2009-020. 2-5 Jun 2008. Forsythe NWR, Atlantic 

Co. M. Gochfeld*, J. Burger (ph), S. Keller.
Almost unmistakable as an adult, this attractive 

species has averaged about one record per year since 
1970. As is typical for Scissor-tailed Flycatcher in the 
state, both of these are spring records. Only about 20% 
have been in fall. Both records were well supported 
with photographs.

Both of the records of Scissor-tailed Flycatcher in 2008 came from Forsythe NWR, 
but occurred six weeks apart. This one was present for just one day, 23 April.  
Photo/Howard	Eskin

Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus 
(Since 1996) (6)
· 2009-021. 6 May 2008. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. W. Malmid*, P. Dexter, T. Boyle (ph).
Historically, Loggerhead Shrike was a regular 

migrant in New Jersey, occurring more commonly in 
fall than in spring, both coastally and in rural areas. 
This species averaged one or two records annually 
in the 70s and early 80s. Following a hiatus with no 
records, we have averaged about one record every 
two years since 1996. 

Loggerhead Shrike is now a very rare visitor to the state and no longer occurs every 
year. Most recent records are from Cape May in late summer, but this bird was at 
Sandy Hook, 6 May 2008. Photo/Tom	Boyle

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe (21)
· 2009-073. 17-19 Sep 2008. Cape May, Cape May 

Co. K. McCann (ph), B. Fogg (ph), M. O’Brien 
(ph).
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· 2009-074. 29 Sep 2008. Cape May, Cape May Co. 
B. Fogg (ph).

· 2009-075. 3 Oct 2008. Garret Mt. Reservation, 
Passaic Co. R. Scherr, M. Britt* (ph), R. Fanning*, 
J. Workman*.
As with all but one previous New Jersey record, 

both of these are from the fall. Most have been coastal, 
and the inland record from Garrett Mountain is 
unusual. All three reports were supported with good 
photographs.

ing areas in moist, mainly coniferous forests in the 
Northwest. First recorded in 1848, occurrences of this 
species have been marked by periods of long absence 
interspersed with a few periods of more regular ap-
pearance. As with the current individual, this species 
has often been attracted to feeders while visiting our 
state. (Photo, NJB 34, 95.)

Bohemian Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus (15)
· 2009-024. 6 Jan - 7 Mar 2008. Sandy Hook, 

Monmouth Co. 3-4 birds. S. Ziegler, S. Barnes, 
m.obs.

· 2009-025. 15 Feb 2008. Whitehouse Station, 
Hunterdon Co. E. Locker*.
Though marked by regular winter irruptions as close 

as northern New York and New England, Bohemian 
Waxwing is rare in New Jersey occurring only during 
very large irruptions, but then often with multiple 
individuals. The Sandy Hook birds were present there 
together with a Townsend’s Solitaire (NJB, 34, 78). 
With both species breeding in the Northwest, it is 
tempting to assume both were brought here by the 
same weather conditions; however the arrival of the 
solitaire was more than a month earlier.

One of three Northern Wheatears found in the state during the fall of 2008, this 
immature was present 17-19 September at Cape May Point State Park. Photo/	
Michael	O’Brien

Townsend’s Solitaire Myadestes townsendi (9)
· 2009-077. 1 Nov 2008. Sunrise Mt., Sussex Co. F. 

Weber*.
As with all previous occurrences in the state, 

this individual arrived in the fall. Possibly associ-
ated with the tendency of this species to breed at 
high elevations, four of the nine New Jersey records 
have been on the Kittatinny Ridge, three of them at 
this very same location. While the Alaskan and all 
but some of the southern-most Canadian breeders 
migrate south for the winter, most of those from the 
contiguous 48 states tend merely to move to lower 
elevations. So most probably our birds are all from 
northern populations.

 
Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius (23)
· 2009-023. 13 Mar - 4 Apr 2008. Somerset, Somerset 

Co. Male. R. Arditty* (ph), B. Boyle* (ph).
While for the most part only a short- to medium-

distance migrant, a fair number of Varied Thrushes 
have managed to reach New Jersey from their breed-

Three or four Bohemian Waxwings were present at 
Sandy Hook for two months in early 2008, but they 
were erratic in the wanderings and difficult to locate. 
These were the first in the state since 2004 and the 
one here was photographed on 16 January. Photo/
Karl	Lukens

Townsend’s Warbler Dendroica townsendi (10)
· 2009-027. 10 May 2008. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. B. Henschel (ph).
A third species from the Northwest, this Townsend’s 

Warbler, a female, may have arrived from its winter-
ing home in the Southwest rather from its breeding 
grounds as did the preceding two species. Of the ten 
state records, this is the third in spring; the remaining 
seven were in late fall.
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Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana (36)
· 2009-081. 26 Aug 2008. Allendale Celery Farm, 

Bergen Co. R. Fanning*, F. Weber*.
· 2009-082. 1 Nov 2008. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

S. Galick, M. O’Brien (ph).
With eight records beginning in 2005, Western 

Tanager is another species with formerly scattered 
appearance which recently has become more common. 
The August individual is the first to have visited in 
late summer. Most previous records have been from 
fall or winter.

Most records of Townsend’s Warbler in New Jersey are 
in the fall or winter, but this female was present at 
Sandy Hook for just one day, 10 May 2008. Photo/
Bob	Henschel

Le Conte’s Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii (28)
· 2009-078. 8 Oct 2008. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. S. Barnes*.
A skulker, Le Conte’s Sparrow tends to be dif-

ficult to see well. The description accompanying 
this report left no doubt regarding the identification 
of this individual. Of the 28 New Jersey records of 
this species, nine including this one have been from 
Sandy Hook, five from Cape May, and the remainder 
widely scattered throughout the state. The October 
date for this record is typical; about three quarters of 
our records have occurred in fall.

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris (36)
· 2009-079. 27 Oct 2008. Cape May, Cape May Co. 

Female. G. DeWaghe* (ph), B. Fogg (ph).
· 2009-080. 10 Dec 2008 - 3 Apr 2009. Absecon, 

Atlantic Co. Male. S. Lindsey-Goldman (ph), E. 
Goldman*.
Both of these records were supported with convinc-

ing photographs. The Cape May bird was a female or 
young male while the Absecon individual was an adult 
male. Beginning with the fall of 2004, this species has 
become quite regular in late fall or winter with no 
fewer than 13 records in the five years. Historically 
this species has been a sporadic visitor to the state 
but starting in 1994 has provided multiple records in 
six separate years.

Western Tanager has occurred with increasing frequency in recent years. Most re-
cords are in the late fall, as was this individual at Higbee Beach, Cape May, 1 No-
vember 2008. Photo/Michael	O’Brien

Brewer’s Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 
(15)
· 2009-031. 16 Feb - 20 Mar 2008. Pennsville, Salem 

Co. 3 birds. D. Larsen, S. Keller*. Returning birds. 
Note: 2009-030 was not accepted on its own, but 
was lumped into the accepted record 031 and 
extends the date range.

· 2009-083. 23 Nov 2008 - 11 Apr 2009. Pennsville, 
Salem Co. 4 birds. P. Driver* (ph), C. Miller. 
Returning birds.
After a period in the late 1980s to mid 1990s in 

which Brewers Blackbird was a regular winter visitor 
in Salem County, sometimes in large numbers, and 
a brief flurry from 2001 to 2004, this species seems 
to have returned to its historical status of irregular 
reports. The individuals in these two records are be-
lieved to have been present in 2007 as well as 2008, 
and though no official report was filed for 2007, the 
committee considered both reports to have been of 
returning birds. ➟
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Cape Verde Shearwater Calonectris edwardsii
· 2009-039. 5 Oct 2008. 80 miles SE Barnegat 

Light.
This report relied primarily on a photo, as only a 

limited written description was included. The photo 
seemed to show a fairly typical-looking Cory’s Shear-
water. There was some anecdotal discussion about the 
possibility that the “wrong photo” was presented for 
review, however no subsequent information about 
the sighting was ever received. 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata
· 2009-052. 6 Sep 2008. Forsythe NWR, Atlantic 

Co.
The documentation for this report fell far short of 

what would be required for acceptance on the New 
Jersey State List. In this age of photo documented 
records, those reports not accompanied by a photo 
need to include a full description and sound reasoning 
for ruling out similar, more common species. Neither 
of those criteria was met in this case.

Franklin’s Gull Larus pipixcan
· 2009-013. 20 Mar 2008. South Amboy, Middlesex 

Co. 2 birds.
The photos accompanying this report depicted 

two Laughing Gulls. Although a written description 
would not likely have swayed the vote, it should be 
noted that it would have been nice to hear what 
pushed the observer toward the identification as 
Franklin’s Gulls. 

Bridled Tern Onychoprion anaethetus
· 2009-055. 7 Sep 2008. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co,
As with the previous report, the photos accom-

panying the report depicted a species different than 
that claimed, as the bird photographed was not a 
“dark-backed” tern, and appeared to be a young 
Common Tern. Again, though a written description 
would not likely have swayed the vote, it would have 
been educational to hear what pushed the observer 
toward Bridled Tern. 

Thick-billed Murre Uria lomvia
· 2009-015. 16 Jan 2008. Sandy Hook, Monmouth 

Co. 3 birds.
While it is certainly possible that the observation 

of the three birds involved Alcids, the description 
does not rule out either Common Murre or immature 
Razorbill. In fact, the description did not definitively 
rule out Horned Grebe.

Common Ground-Dove Columbina passerina
· 2009-062. 17 Jul 2008. Merrill Creek Res., Warren 

Co.
As more than one committee member noted, 

this was a “tantalizing report”. On the one hand, the 
time of year is perfect for juvenile Mourning Dove, 
which is quite scaly in pattern. However, there 
were also features noted, such as rufous in the wings 
that seemed to rule that out. In the end, there were 
enough contradictory elements to the report to push 
it into the “Not Accepted” category. Single observer, 
non-photo reports of exceptionally rare birds, as is 
the case with Common Ground-Dove, need to be 
meticulously documented, which was not the case 
in this instance. 

Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides
· 2009-076. 13 Nov 2008. Great Swamp NWR, 

Morris Co.
Another intriguing report, which ultimately was 

moved to the “Not Accepted” list due to inconsis-
tencies in the description. Most specifically, were the 
stated “white breast and belly” and a description of 
the size as being the same as the Eastern Bluebirds 
with which it associated. While the breast and belly 
can be paler than the upperparts, they shouldn’t 
appear “white”, and likewise the bird should have 
looked slightly larger, and especially longer-winged, 
than Eastern Bluebird. Again, Mountain Bluebird 
is exceptionally rare, and would require a more 
convincing description for acceptance on the New 
Jersey State List.

Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana
· 2009-028. 18 Jun 2008. Forsythe NWR, Atlantic 

Co.
The time of year, though not conclusive, was a 

red flag for this report. When combined with a thin 
description, which did not fully eliminate the other 
tanagers or even an oriole, this report was relegated 
to the “Not Accepted” list. 

Black-billed Magpie Pica hudsonia
· 2009-034. 3 Feb 2001. Sussex, Sussex Co. 2 

birds.
The description of the two birds was barely ad-

equate enough to suggest that the sighting involved 
were Black-billed Magpies, however the origin of the 
two birds was at best uncertain, and at worst almost 
surely “escapees”.

Tabled Awaiting Further pattern of 
occurrence
Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator (5)
· 2009-032. 24 Feb 2008. East Brunswick, Middlesex 
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